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i  F E W B  A W  A<> FE .K C E .

The New England Farmer states 
a very obvions tru th  quite concise­
ly, when it says, after much re- 
tsearch and minute comparison of 
«lata, that it costs, taking the 
vhole country into the calculation, 
“ $4.57 worth of fences to keep $1.65 
worth of stock from eating up $2.15 
worth of crops.”

That fence laws have proved a 
costly mistake in this country, we 
suppose no one who takes the trou­
ble to look into the matter will 
gainsay, but the existence of 
fences in tl^e beginning, made the 
perpetuation of the costly blunder 
seem necessary. In  France as well 
as several other European coun­
tries, they have no fences, and are 

r enabled to devote the labor and 
capital which would otherwise lie 
dead in fences, to productive en­
terprises. And it may be success­
fully claimed that there is a p rin­
ciple of abstract injustice involved 
in the fence requirements under 
the laws of the different States, 
l or example, the immigrant who 
locates a home for his wife and 
little ones East of the mountains, 
must of necessity, and when he 
can least afford it, invest his labor 
and scanty means in costly fences 
before he is safe to turn  a furrow 
looking to a much needed crop; 
and what for? Why, simply that 

} “ stock men” are occupying the 
—i._^4jsr('ut puW i- domain with herds 

of cattle, horses and sheep—strict­
ly speaking, trespassers on the 
public lands. Now, as to the com­
parative equities involved, would 
it not seem more just for the rich 
stock raiser to be required to fence 
(or herd) his stock away from the 
crop of the poor settler, than for 
the latter to be required under an 
arbitrary law to fence his crops 
away from the former’s stock? An­
other view of the subject is worthy 
of attention here. A no fence sys­
tem in vogue, stock raising and 
farm husbandry would become sep­
arate and distinct callings, and to 
the infinite benefit and improve­
ment of both. Then the stock raiser 
would have his choice between 
herding and fencing his stock away 
from the farms. He can fence 
large ranges cheaper on an average 
by about 150 per cent, than can 
the tillers of the soil sub-divide 
the country into small tracts.

The injustice of a fence law is 
chiefly felt in localities equally 
adapted to cropping and stock 
growing. Curry County being 
practically a stock country, a fence 
law or no fence law is a matter of 
indifference to the people; the stock 
men simply fence against each oth­
er, or, their ranges might be en- 
joved in common. But, since our 
stock raisers about all fence from 
choice, a no fence law might pr«.-

ail here anil entail no particular 
inconvenience upon anybody.

The press of California general- 
ly condemn Garfield’s candidacy, 
alleging that he voted in Congress 
against the Chinese restriction 
B id vetoed by Hayes,at every stage 
oi its progress.
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Enaction, June 7, 1330.

j .

D efautment o r m r  Istfriok, 1
General L and Officf. J- 

W ashington. May 25,1880. I 
To .PisTiui r L and Officers— 

G ix ri.iMi :
Appended hereto is a copy of 

the Act approved May 14, 1880,
1 which changes existing laws and 
| regulations relative to the entry 
of certain classes of lands, 

i The first section provides, “ That 
when a pre-emption, homestead, 

12 i or timber-culture claimant shall 
rile a written relinquishment ot

. . ; 5 his claim in the local land office,
j  j  K x COvered by such claim

~~ ; shall be held as open to settle- 
• . • *|p)ii.iut| kiqopj ! ment and entry,v« itlwut tuitln i a«

I ,, i tion on the part of the Commis- 
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sioner of the General Land Glfiee.
This will be held to apply only to 

relimpiishments which are tiled 
subsequent to date of said Act. 
viz: May 14. 1880.

You are instructed not to accept 
or act npon any relinqni&iment, 
unless made before you, which has 
not been duly subscribed by the 
claimant on the back of his du­
plicate receipt, and acknowledged,

2 i witnessed and executed in a man­
ner which, under the laws of the 
State or Territory in which the 
land is situated, would be suffi­
cient as a valid transter ot real es­
tate. In  ease of the loss of a du­
plicate receipt or declaratory state­
ment receipt, an affidavit of such 
loss must accompany the written 
relinquishment.

* * * * *
When the relinquishm ent shall 

have been received and noted as 
above, you will hold the laud em­
braced in the relinquished entry 
as subject io settlement or entry 
by the first legal claimant; the in­
tent, of said section as understood 
by me, being only to prevent delay 
resulting heretofore from awaiting 
action on such relinquishm ents by 
this office.

Section t wo is designed to secure 
to the contestant therein named, 
for the period of th irty  days from 
notice of cancelation of a prior en­
try of the character specified, a 
preference right to initiate his 
claim to the same land. I t  is not 
intended to grant such contestant 
the unconditional ligh t of final 
entry, and I construe the section 
as precluding settlement or entry 
by any other party during the pe­
riod named.

Section three places homestead 
settlers on unsurveyed public lands 
on the same footing with pre-emp 
tion settlers under existing laws 
This si'etion protects the claim of 
an actual settler upon unsurveyed 
land provided lie shall make home­
stead entry of the land within three 
months from the tiling of the town­
ship plat of survey in the district 
land office, the same as the pre- 
eiwptor is now protected by filing 
his declaratory statement, within 
the same period; ami if the home­
stead settler shall fully comply 
with the law as to continuous res­
idence and cultivation, his settle­
ment defeats all claims intervening 
between its date and the date of 
filing his homestead application. 
In making final proof, his five 
years of residence and cultivation

X

will commence from date of actual 
settlement.

C. W. Honcomm, 
Acting Uommissioner.

\ n .m t i o n  T in ;  hkgief of si i - 
T I.l.H S  ON FV11L1«' LANDS.

Be it enacted, ect.. That when 
a pre-emption, homesteail, or tim ­
ber culture clamaint shall tile a 
written relinquishment of his 
claim in the local ntllce, the land 
covered by such claim shall be 
open to settlement and entry 
without lurther action on the part 
of the Commissioner of the Gen­
eral Land Office.

Sec. 2. In all eases where any 
person has contested, paid the 
land olliee fees, and procured the 
cancellation of any pre-emption, 
honi< stead, or timber culture en­
try. h hall be notified by the reg- 
isterot’tli«' land office of the dis­
trict in which such land is situated 
of such «•nnecllation. and shall be 
allowed thirty days from date ot 
such notice to enter said lands: 
Provided, that said register shall 
bo entitled to a fee ot one dollar 
forth«’ giving <»f such notice, to bo 
paid b\ the contestant, and not t> 
in’ reported.

S ec. 3. That, any settler who 
has settled, or who shall hereafter 
settle, on any of the public lands 
of the United States, whether sur­
veyed or unsurveyed. with the in ­
tention of claiming the sniue un­
der the homestead laws, shall bo 
allowed the same time to tile his 
homestead application and perteet, 
his original entry in the United 
States Land Office as is now allow - 
ed to settlers finder the pre-emp­
tion laws to put their claims on 
record, and his right shall relate 
hack to the date of sett lenient, the 
same as if he settled under the 
pre-emption laws.

Approved May 11, 1880.

A ICcstvy ■ n « le r la lt ln g .

A committee of the present Con­
gress has prepared ami presented a 
hill providing for the appointment 
by the President by and with the 
ad\ice ami consent of the Senate, 
of a eominission of live persons “ lo 
investigate the alcoholie, teniient- 
ed, and vinous liquor t,rafiie ami 
manufacture with referent’«' to re\- 
enue ami taxation, ami the etleet, 
of each class of such liquors in 
their economic, criminal, moral 
and scientific asp«'cts; in connec­
tion with pauperism, crime, social 
vice, the public health, ami gen­
eral welfare of the people; and also 
to impiire into the practical results 
of taxation and license, ami of res­
trictive li’gislat ion for the preven­
tion of intemperance in the several 
States, territories, and District of 
Columbia.” Ami “ the Haul com­
mittee shall further ascertain, as 
imar as may he, the number ot gal­
lons of wine. b«‘er, or distilh’d li­
quors annually consumed in differ­
ent countries, especially in Hie 
United States; the number of dost hs 
annually from alcoholism, the 
number and «diiiracter of crimes 
resulting from the use ot alcohol­
ic and malt liquors, and the dis­
eases proilueeil by the use there­
of, mental as well as physical; the 
number of arrests for drunken­
ness; the amount of pauperism 
protliK’ed by the use of such li­
quors; the amount ot revenii«» 
raised by the government from li- 
<juor traffic and liquor making; the 
amount, of tax and revenue ri’eeivcd 
from such manufacturing ami tra f­
fic by States and municipal govern­
ments; the amount of food trans­
formed into alcohol; the prohablo 
retail cost of alcohol ie and malt li­
quors consumed; the cost of ear­
ing for the insane, idiotic, crim i­
nals and paupers made such by the
use of aleoholi«’ ami malt liquors; 
the capital employed in the man­
ufacture of such liquors, ami in 
the traffic thereof; quantity of such 
liipiors ’import/’d and exported; 
the number persons employed in 
the riianufux’tnre and sale of such li 
quors.”


