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CHAPTER lll—Continued
e
In blissful Ignorance of the sad |
wo men

plight of the clerk below, t
were titting in this ro ]
versation. In a chair drawn

» in €
"

ap cle

Ve

to the desk was no less a person than | 4

Charles Latter, M. P., and it was he

who was doing most of the talking.
But it was the other man who riveted
attention: the man who presumably |

was Mr. Atkinson himself,
At first be seem: to be afflicted
with an almost phenomenal stoop, and

it was only when one got nearer that

the reason was clear., The man was
a hunchback, and the effect It gave

was that of a huge bird « A Un-
like most hunchbacks, his legs were |
of normal length, and as he sat mo
tio 3s In his chair, a hand on each
knee, staring with unwinking gyes at
his talkatlve cor there was
something mena ! ble
in his appearance. His hair was

his features stern and har wi
month reminded one of a stee

But it was his eyes that d 1

verything—gray-blue I
they seemed able to probe or
most soul. A man to
be unwise to le—a
scrupnlous In himself, who we
punish double-deallng In
worked for him with merciless sever- |
ity. A dangerous man.

“So you went to the police, Mr. Lat-
ter,” he remarked sua i *And
what had our friend Sir Bryan John-
stone to say on the matter?

“At first, count, he didn't say muou
In fact he really =ald little all
through. But once he looked -at the

1e's

whom

man utterly an-

ald yet

those whi

Very

note his whole manner changed 1
could see that Instantly. There was
something about the note which In-

terested him. . . .

“Let me see L7
holding out his hand.

“] left it with Sir Bry
the other. “He asked
keep it. And he
should be all right”

The count's lips curled

“It would take more than Sir Bryan
Johnstone's promise, Mr. Latter, to In-
gure your safety. Do you know whom
that note was from?®”

«] thought, count,” sald the other a
little tremulously—*“I thought It might
be from this mysterious Black Gang
that one has heard rumors about.”

sald the count,
" answered
ne to
promised

him
that I

let

“It was,™ replied the

“Heavens ™ BtRmImers
“Then It's true; they

“In the last month,
hunchback, staring
frightened companion,
of our most usefol men
peared. They have sin
into thin alr. I know, no matter how,
that it Is not the police: the police are

unt tersely.

Latter.

-

exist.
* answered the
fixedly

-

at his
twenty
have dlsag

arly

ply vanished

as mystifled as we are. Bot the po
lice, Mr. Latter, whatever views the
may take offi ly are In all probabll
ity und lly very glad of our
frien arance. At any rate
until *
“What do you ean?” asked the
other
“Last night the [ re 11 ked
of tl . and Mcl | "t ¢
r 7 off -
of the
Have
1 the count
1 out he was

coming

LT

Mr Latter’s t
thought of Zaboleff In cu
appeal to him It may b
that his feellngs were purely selfish
Zuboleff knew too mu«

But the Count was speaking agaln
A falnt sneer was on his face; he had
read the other's mind llke an open
book,

“And ®o0,” he continued, “dld the
Plack Gang. They removed Zaboleft
and our friend Waldock from under
the very noses of the police, and, like
the twenty others, they have disap-
peared.” |

"My G—d!” There was no doubt
now about Mr. Latter's state of mind
“And now they've threatened me.”

“And now they've threatened you,’
agreed the ecount, “And you, I am
glad to gay, have done exactly what 1
ghould have told you to do, had I seen i
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Mr. Latter was breathing heavily
*But what do you want me to do
ount > |

“Nothing at all, except what you |
were ing to do normally,” answered
the «

What's up?™
little electric bell at his |
ell ne four shrill rings, repeated
again and again.
e rose, and with system !
atie thoro mmess swept every | -
of paper off the desk Into his po

Then he shut down the top and loe

t, while the bell, a little muffled, still
rang Inside.

“What's the frol 4 ried |
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Anger
pen
2 » was o a safe It A Sed 1
t leading to a 1 t stairs. For
fsa
lzot

-
wns but g
the ed b
f ur
the shop below was the re
nized signal for 1 langer,
everybody's plan of actlon was
and dried for m AN emergency
In the other rooms every book and
paper In the test degree Incrim
Inating were huried pell-mell Into se
eret recesses [n the floor which had
heen specially eonstructed ander
every table. In thelr place appeare:d
books carefully and very skilfully
kerd, purporting to reecord the busl
ness transactions of Mr. William At-
klnson
In the big room at the end the pro-
cedure was even simpler. The enunt
merely passed thros the safe door
and vanished through his private baolt
hole, leaving everything In darkness
And should Inconvenlent ors ask
fnconvenlent questions—well, [t wns
Mr. Atkinsom"s private office, and a
very nice office too, migh at the mo-
ment he was away.
the procedore—simple and
SN 1t on this ooy i

have

seamed to

of the [ndwmstrious sil
working overtime on i1 f
eial import, a perfeet babel of voices
ecume andible | the passage And
then there came an agitated knocking
on the door
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Influentinl members of hi
v bhetter t come 't
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ham alternately while a flood of In
coherent frenzy burst from bis lpa
For a mnote or two the eount lls !
tened. untll his first look of --un'-.:‘w,-i
gave way to one of hlack anger
“Am I to anderstand, vou wretct
Itttle worm,” he snarled, “that yon
gave the urgency danger signal, not
nee but half a doren thnes, merely
hecanse a man hit m over the nose ™
“But he knocked me sllly, sir”™
quavered the other. “And when I came
to. and saw the bhoots lyving beslde me
and the till opened, 1 kind of lnst m
head I didn’t know what had hap
pened, sir--and | thought I'd hetter
ring the bell—In ecase of trouble”
ITe retreated a step or two toward |
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plemsant Mttle mind like a | |
had reached a eertain and de 1
cision. In fact, looking back on the
past few months, Mr. Latter s at n
loss to account as to he thing
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been told when hq ood for In
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Why should the hoaot of ar l
ewl and a figure in biack create |

such fear? More mystery '1

Times Had Changed

The salesman who had been turned
awnay several times ren irked to the
office boy with fine sarcusm

“Well, | suppose the ho Is In con
ference agalin this morning ¥

The office boy flipped a paper vl
at the stenographer hefore he replied

“No, eir; not in conference He's
sworn off golf.”

Mind and Soul
It 18 the mind that makes the man,

and our vigor 18 In our lmmaortal soul.
Ovid
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Miss Adearece, the vie' t i
one of the screen's most Dbe utiful
and talented actresses She Is
known In this country as a capab.e
actress and Ils famed abroad for her

interpretative dancing
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GEORGE IV

GOWNS CONTINUE SWAY;
E BRIMS IN FAVOR

EADED frocks continue to flash and lnes of beauty through foldings,
thelr glittering beauty across the | plalts, Indentations and undulations
path of fashlon Fhrough lovellness | whie h mark the modish upturning of
of coloring and unigue design these | thelr brims
sheathlike dresses welghted  with Many of the jugt-off-the boat "arls
beads, rhinestons pearls and pall huts are Inclined to be medlum or
h‘!lual--.-: tinue to st thelr enchant large and they have brims of tnfTetn
ment over resplendent lnnee, dinner | or silk manipulated after the munner
and other formal evenh functions of those In the group herewith, tha
The most entra ng models are | crowns belug o many Instances of
allps of dalntiness hose sole purpose | straw

This 1a to be a season of graceful
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VA or setting which shall accent the scin adjustable brims Even the newer
~ I nt it tillating beauty and Intricacles of the | shaded felt glgolo shapes, with tall,
s11 1 re ) 1 beaded design worked thereon curfously crensed owns which are
. Like stars on a summer night sky | so popular, have brims which may be

I o 1S one g f e In . | do rhinestones expres eir spar- | pulled down or rolled up st a becom

- i il M Fitzhe . kllng way on many a satin or georgette Ing angle

a wi t ‘ | 1 altp. Bometimes the ldea Is elaborated | Captlons such as ruffMan, sombrero
the prince He I slonnte with pearl and crystal-laden pointed and plrate as applied to advance fash-
e ¢ nt . 0 tabs as In the plcture herewlith This | lonable millinery suggest that brlims
[ r n ' exquisite frock Is typleal of the sea- | are taking on a somewhat reckless

Cal p p the . 1 son's beaded modes. It may be pale | yet fascinating freedom  of  lines
tl I - v ' pink, mauve or rose, for all the pastel Which fact, however, but bespeaks
ten p o ved te 1 tints, also white, are fashlonable the exceeding grace and pleturesque-
- > "t ntil Kis a Bead fringe embelllshed this evening  Dess of hats for the lmmedinte fu-

od Y " frock, for bead fringe 18 an outstand- | ture
» p { Ing item of fashlon Interest this sea A leading material employed In the
I r { Aon. making of midseason hats is bright-
tre " . There 18 an extensive nse of tiny | colored wsllk fallle Soft greens and
eod to I'we sllver or gold beads on the modern- | rose tones find favor for town wear
1 ' k designed evening frock, A very hand- | millinery There I8 a tremendous
nel y " . 1 some conception covers an almond. | vogue for bols de rose and allled
,.,,;,.___ ) ‘ 1 to |} green georgette bacl ground heavily | shades. Most charming with the fur
unpopula ] his 1 . with design developed In the diminu- | coat iIs either a velours or fallle hat
48 not 80 Ve nt
(@ by George hew Adams.)

WHEN I WAS |
TWENTY-ONE |

BY JOSEPH KAYE t
At 21—Senator Willis Was a Farm
Laborer,
“ T . THE age of twenty-one
A ovitior eyond what 1
was doing b { a read I i '
livellhood I combined the ) L
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r wmre tl 1 st !
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&
4 T'“: vy - . tive gold bends. There 18 n festoon
‘ij Snd S 1 ahall not B tng of gold fringe In tlers about the
& 1t skirt. 'This straight-lined frock Is |
g 1 battles with dull care worn over a costume slip of gold |
g | I ,!] \!. II;‘, ’ ,|L cloth. i Group of Stylish Hats.
I d to ha TR .L
i oy Pale pink and white bheaded gowns R
? : | In dull rose with a slngle large lower
O And free from tempests st which hespeak slmplicity In  thelr | o ’ . .
E wit i the shanaais 1 find | mateh color reposing low on the
e A tonle B -r..l( r I.I;, 2 general aspect, but which are really | brim to the right side
o wonderfully constructed, are the pre- | Ay jnerensing vogue f Ivet rib
1 - ila . we Are - ogue for velvet rib-
{3 a's a fresd in the arctle ferred model I'he are artistleally | hon (g reglstered In nrrlvin lel
o br all-over potterned  with  rhinestones " k models.
b4 suil - Y g . . : ett | The blending of colors In velvet rib-
) i mother-of -pearl! il "nien
# That 1 t ymfortable ense ana m I € bons Is one of the ldens emphasized
o Car -y my ViEof Perhaps no frock more eloquently |1y a trlmming way 5
1’ ) e ye blizzards, as ye mny bespeal ¢ elegnnee  of evening | .
g What chill it pleases ye filr mode 1} ines the hended kind : A great deal of Importance 18 as-
at e ’ Ihed to the suble 4
' STTa to  fashior AVO , | <5 ihject of belting rib-
2 1'11 selze the gifta of health the I'f“' ' ' |]Ilrl\:“1fll‘:lr s illlrll. The narrow s used fnrull"ll‘:
day off-t ¢ brims J W Reen : "
g rempeatuous shall bring me fr here pletured that ming, the wide _f"r making hnts,
g ‘®b ' th hespenlk becomingness | JULIA BOTTOMLREY,

1928
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