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The great steamship Leviathan, most palatial of American passenger vessels, hus re-entered the service aller be-

Ing reconditioned at a cost of milllons of dollars,

navigating oMcers, Captain Hartley In the center,

Yeggman Caught
in Long Chase

| man who halled him cordially and cor-

Cancerous Lip Leads to Cap-
ture of “Hostile John” 0’Brien,
Safe Blower.

Philadelphla.—Hostlle John O'Brien,
of whomn It Is sald that he could blow a
safe with such expertness that were
the safe abutting a paper cluttered
desk not one of sald papers t‘llllll| be
s0 mwuch as Muttered by the concussion,
Is u prisoner in Philadelphia,

Hostlle Jolhn is ’Inlnl'lh'.lns of a throw-

| plained that a peterman Is yegg for |

!”mt class of safe
nitroglycerin,

robbers that used
After despolling the Ox- |
ford post office, John fled to Europe as |
Mr, Thomas Dougherty, banker and
planter, For a time he gnve London

| the benefit of hig presence, frequenting

| losing with the usunl regularity,

back to the anclent and therefore ro- |

muasee-clonked days of Wal Crosby,
Easy Roberts, Blll Dow, Mark Shin-
burn, George White aund llke celebrl-

ties of the Imllfh'l’ulli ‘Bis,
not forget to suys the New
York Hernld, as long as the capture
of Hostlle John Is Phlladelphia’s, that
clty's favorite racking hero, the

late Jimmle l.ogue, "

And let us
mention,

il

A tired old man s O'Brien now, six
ty-elght and apparently re
slgned the remalnder of
his days In a federal But he
has seen nlmost everything that seemed
good to him, He will probably dle of
cancer, and It was Lecause of this ma-
lignant growth upon his lower lip that
he was caught., Driven by paln to ap
ply at a Phlladelphla hospltal for
treatment of his disease, he virtually
surrendered, because It
cerous Infectlon that
mark of ldentification,

At least half a dozen men with such
growths were arrested before the au-
thoritles found Hostlie John, And what
a change In the man! He got his
title because, unllke the average safe-
cracker, he was a belllgerent soul ready
to fight it out with his gun, with a
length of plpe, with his short, heavy
Jimmy, with his fists, Many a battle
has John glven the police here and
there in the world, although the rec-
ords do not show that murder may be
charged to his account. John has
enlmed down, He dld not resist arrest.

Old-Fashloned Yeggman.

His arrest causes a stir because he
iIs one of the last of a dylng race—
that race of old-fashloned yeggmen—
and because of the chase uround the
world which s ended

The particular job this time was the
blowing of the safe In the post oflice
in Oxford, N. C., almost three years
ago. It must have been a simple job
for Hostlle John, He pried open a win-
dow, drilled the iron bex, dripped a
quantity of nitroglycerin into the lock
mechanlsm and touched It off. There
was £40,000 In the safe and It seems
reasonable to assume that John fled
with the major portion of that In his
money belt, for John never was one
to divide equally with his confederates,

There was nothing messy about the
job. O'Brien knew Ly experience just
how much nltroglycerin to use. In
some respects he was not unlike the
Humble Dutchman; In others, very
unlike. The Humble Dutchman, a con-
temporary of John's, was a clumsy
yegg, ns his violent demlise would Indl-
cate, but he was a basher or strong-
arm when cornered. The Humble One
was often arrested in his earller days
and was wont to weep so coplously
and to so exploit his starving legen-
dary wife amd sick children (or was It
just the other wayT?) that the detec-
tives who had collared him were moved
to sympathy.

The Humble One, feeling the soften-
ing of the officlal ciuteh, would Jerk
himself free and with one tremendous
wallop of his huge fist stun his captor
and run for it. But he was a crude
peterman. He carried his liquld nitro-
glycerin in a bottle In that pocket that
has hecome most popular since the
United States adopted prohibition laws,
He {immled a post office window out
in Ohio somewherc. The sash cord
broke as the Humble Dutchman was
half-way In and helf-way out. The
falllng sash struck the nitro bottle.
The Humble Dutchman vanished,
never agaimto trouble us.

Enjoyed Immunity.

Hostile John was no such bungler.

'And before It is forgotten, it 1s ex-

years old
to spendinz
|-l|--n!|

wus his

wns this can- |
chlef | £30,000 and more,
|

the truck and the better-class |
gnmbling establishments, winning and |
Once |

rnce

he was questloned by Scotland Yard,
but such was his bearing and his ex-
cellent allbl he was not arrested,
But the United States government
was after him, and O'Brien knew It.
He went to Parls and to the Riviera. |

| Nlce and Monte Carlo knew him as al

strong.

rich American who gambled llke a
gentleman. They didn't know that at
least twenty-five of his years had heen

spent within Ameriean prisons, and
probably didn't care, Hé& lost and|

|
amiled : won and smiled. Monte Carlo |

of one

Eventually, |

nsks n> more

owever, fortune turned

ngninst him and he lost much of his
Oxford haul. He landed In Florence,
bhut Amrerican agents were hot on his

trall. and late In 1921 he fled westward
to Ilo de Janelro

He took hils remalning £4,000 to the
gambling houses of South Amerien,
working as far south as Buenos Alres
and so successful was he that at one
time or another hls fortune grew to be
But we must not
O'Brien was the vie-
tim of a cancer, Age and the fleshpots
had not helped him. He went to a
cancer speciallst In Rlo and thls doc-
tor, belng a truthful man, told John
that he was doomed unless an expen-
sive operation should be successful.

Kept After Him,

And all this time the United States
government kept after him, advertls-
Ing him well and stressing that can-
cerous llp. When he salled somewhat
secretly from Rlo, O'Brien must have
had a matter of $15,000 or $20,000 In
his money belt. But not one cent of
this was expended upon luxurious
travel. No, he shipped for New Or-
leans on a lelsurely freighter, a com-
mon yet uncommon deckhand—the
richest deckhand on record, In fact.
A trifle bowed with years and none

forget that Mr,

the better for the disease that fate
seemed to Inslst he retain,

It was in January, 1022,
arrived In New Orleans. Almost at
once he made preparations to have
that llp treated. He made, arrange-
ments with a speclallst and went 80 |
far as to engage a room In a seml-
private hosplital when a policeman took /
notice of him and, after consulting the |
flles and thereby refreshing his mem- |
ory, properly declded that the man |
that blew the Oxford safe was present. |

In some manner John learned of
his danger. When the policeman called
at the hospital to make his capture
he was told that Mr, Dougherty (John
himself) had falled to enter the Insti-
tutlon, The hospltal people suggested
that the policeman make a report of
the fact to his chlefs In order that a
gearch for the unfortunate Mr. Dough-
erty be Instituted.

“It would do little good,” replled the
policeman, “Iinasmuch as the police of
the world have been on the lookout
for him for two years. He'll not be
back."” _

Quite right, too. John dld not come
back. Instead he moved on West to
El Paso and thence across the Rlo
Grande to Tia Juana, where a gentle-
man of means and sporting proclivi-
tles can disport himself without a
great deal of censorship.

Financial Ups and Downas.

The races In Tia Juana took John,
as they say, as they have taken other
adventurers. He played favorites; he
played hunches. He lost conslistently,
Once he recouped at faro, only to hand
his winnings to the omnivorous
bookles. Once he went completely
broke, only to regaln a little. And
with his misfortunes came the old
paln and the renewed decision to enter
» hosplital. John, you must remem-
ber, was sixty-seven or therembouts,
then, but a man's desire to live Is

when John

She 18 here shown as she left Newport News, and above are ber

A last plunge! Only to get enough
money to pay the speclalist! Luck
was with him agaln, He cashed large-

Last Census Showed 2,817,624
Worth $3,373,966 in

This Country.

New York.—Duck ralsing Is con
ducted successfully both as a side
Issue on general farms and as a spe
clal business on a large e The
Peking Is the most popular breed for

| the production of meat, and the Indian
'I{ruu.--r is the most for the
production of market egg The rear
Ing of ducks for market on a large
senle requires extensive capltal and
experience, remarks a New York

Growth of Duck .
Raising in U. S.

]

Times writer. Young ducks forced for |
| rapld growth and marketed at from
elght to twelve weeks of age are
| ealled “green” ducks. They welgh

| from four and one-half to six pounds

ench and are the princlpal svurce of
income on commercial duck farms,
“According to the census of 1020,"

says Alfred R, Lee of the United
States Department of Agriculture,
| “there were 2,817,624 ducks In the
United States, valued at $3,373,900.

This shows a slight decrease In num-

| bers from the census of 1910, Indicat- |

ly on a long shot and—well one doesn't |

account for such things., He plunged
once more and lost all but a little. And
on that day In Tia Juana he came face
to face with a Department of Justice

rectly. Just what would have hap-
pened had John braved It through
cannot be told, for he elected to de-
part. ;

We rext find Hostlle
In New York
was arralgned as the robber of Ox-
ford's post office and the United States
commlssioner fixed ball at $7.500, And
then a miracle happened. From some-
where John produced $7,500 In cash.

John O'Brien

would appear for trial.
trylng him arrived,
O'Brien,

but not

broke and arrested. He |

| This he posted as a guaranty that he |
The day for |
Mr. |

It was quite natural that the chase |

should be resumed with greater keen-
ness. Here was an old chap, sixty-elght
to be exact, making the government's
very best sleuths look foollsh. And a
man so marked, At least fifty

too!

| braska,

government men jolned In the pursult, |

Six or elght
ease were arrested, examined and let
go before they actually got him. And
then they locked him up without balil
They are taking no more chances with
John, He takes his predicament most

'\ phllosophlcally.

Refuses to Admit Guilt.
“Understand,” says John,
admitting that 1 did anything
thut wasn't legal and on the square.
That's my contentlon. Now It's up to
the government to prove otherwise,
I'm an old man and not foollsh enough
to belleve that I'm going to live for-
ever, but I'd llke to dle peaceful like.
“What would“l do If I had my life
to llve over again? Don't ask foolish
questions. I'm a fatalist. I did what
was mapped out for me to do. A man
don't get up In the morning saying
that he's golng to do this or not do
that. That 1s, he won't If he's wise.
He'll just go along meeting things as
he comes to them and acting accord-
Ingly. You can only order your life
up to a certaln point, After that you
take what's coming to you—and llke
it, If you're wise.”

ever

French Demand Motors
That Economize on Gas

Paris.—France Is ten ar twelve
years behind the United States In au-
tomoblile production, Is the conclusion

| of Andre Citroén, sometimes described

as the Henry Ford of France, upon his
return from America after making o

comparative study of manufacturing
In the two countries,
“In France,” sald M. Citroen, *“we

haven't mass production of automo
blles yet because of a more limited
market., There are 12,000,000 ears In
the United States, n very big market
whereng In France we have 300,000
cars, with, say, 75,000 customers, each
one of which buys a new car every
three or four years,

“The chlef difference In French an
American cars” sald M. Citroen, “is
that of style. The French like a grace
ful, light machine, burning relatively
little gas. The automoblle Is stlll some
thing of a luxury with the average
Frenchman. Conslder, there are only
80,000 In a blg place llke Paris, of
which 12,000 are private, 12,000 on
hire and the rest trucks.

“] was amused,” sald M. Cltroen, “at
the reception given the two sets of
cars I took with me, I thought my
caterpillar ear which made the trip
over the Sahara would beé regarded
with curlosity. Not at all. It was my
regular type car: The novelty of pos
gessing a French car will appeal to
Americans, I think. There everything
Is for novelty. Yesterday Is a closed
period for Americans, something to b
forgotten.”

Girl Champlon Gum Chewer,

Salem, Ore.—Helen Paulding of
Silverton, Ore., clalms the Northwest
record as a gum chewer, but she won
by only half a length of a stick of
gum from Bernlce Stand. At the
Initiation of Sllverton high school
graduates Into the alumnl assoclation
the initiates were compelled to put on
a gum-chewing contest. Miss Paulding
chewed 44 sticks at one time and Miss
Stand 43%.

vietims of John's dis- |

“I'm not |

Ing that the production of ducks In
the country as a whole Is barely hold-
Ing Its own. The decrease occurred In
the southern states, but. several of the
states In which ducks are ralsed on
special duck farms showed an Increase
In the number of ducks kept.
New York Ahead in Duck Ralsing.

rado showed an Increase of about 5
per cent. New York, which contalns
by far the greatest number of duck

farms, shows no change In the num- |
ber of ducks, but as the number raised |

on commerclal farms has undoubtedly
Increased materially In the last

years, a decrease In the number of

ten |

ducks on general farms must have oc- |
curred to offset thils Increase on duck

farms,

“There are ahout the same number
of ducks as geese In this country, and
only about three-fourths as many
ducks as turkeys. Ducks are most nu-
merous In the following ar-
ranged according to their production:
Towa, Illlnols, Pennsylvania, New
York, Missouri, Minnesota, Tennessee,
Ohlo, South Dakota,
the number

states,

ranging from

Indiana and Ne- |

235,000 head in Iowa to 100,000 in Ne- |

hraska.

“There are eleven standard breeds
of ducks which have been admitted to
the American Standard of Perfection.
These hreeds may be divided Into
three classes:
cluding the Ieking,

Avleshury, Mus-

| and half the birds of the Island are to

(1) The meat class, In-|

covy, Rouen, Cayuga, Buff and Swed- |

fsh: (2) the egeg class, represented by

the Irdlan Runner, and (3) the orna- |

mental class, composed of the Call,
the Crested White and the Black East
India. The ducks commonly kept on
many farms in the® South and Middle

West are of mixed breeding, and are |

generally of small size, poor layers

and undesirable types of market duck.

Except the Muscovy, all our economie

breeds of ducks are sald to have origl-

nated from the Mallard or wild duck.
On a Large Scale.

“Duck raleing on a large scale has
beetn develuoped as a speclal business
to a considerable extent on Long
Island, In sectlons within easy ship-
ping distance of New York city, Bos-
ton and Philadelphia. Intensive duck
farming on a large scale has been
more successful than Intenslve chicken
ralsing, as Peking ducks, especlally,
stand conflnement well, are more eas-

fly brooded and are less subject to

disease than chickens. Artificlal meth-

ods of hatching and rearing and labor- .

| saving machinery have been used very

succexsfully on duck farms,

“The demand for table ducks at
good prices Is mostly Umited to a few
largs Ities, and Is not nearly so gen
eral ns the demand for chickens or
fowls The demand, however, ap-
pears to be gradually Inereasing. but
this lack of fede iarket materially
Influencey t he establishment and
growth of duck farm I'he market |
conditlons should be studied earefully
befor making a large lnvestment In
ducks

"A prejudiee against the duck flesh
and eggs exists In many places, r‘:mm-dlﬁ
probably by eating the common 'hlf‘k.:
which has been allowed to roam In‘
places where filthy conditlons exist. |
The rearing of ducks for market on al
large geale 1s a business requiring cap-
Ital and extensive experience, FPractl- |
cal experience on a large duck plant |
Is the best teacher, but the novice can |
begin In a small way and enlarge as |
experience Justifies, Ducks can be
ralsed =!th success and at a profit m'll
general farms, but do not appear to
be so well adapted as a source of In- |
come to average farm conditions as |
fowl, although they serve to add va- |
riety of both meat and eggs for the
farmer’'s table.”
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Hen Lays 183 Eggs in Seven Montha

Springfield, IIL—With a record of
183 eggs lald In the seven months
from November 1, 1022, to June 1,
1923, a white leghorn hen owned by
H. B. Hammer of Weaver, la., has
outlald all other hens In the two-state
they belong to Ecuador. Here, sure-
ly, 1s a new field for enterprise.”

Islands Natural

“Massachusetts, California and Colo- |

History Museum

Hidden Gold, Strange Birds and |
Giant Tortoises on the
Galapagos.

Washington, D, C.—*The Galapagos |
islands are being revisited by sclen- |
tists becaiuse they form an incompar-
able natural history museum,” says a |
bulletin from the Washington (D. C.) |
headauarters of the Natlonal
grephic soclety.

“Charles Darwin began their sclen-
tific exploration and he reported on |
the various specles of giant tortolses,
each species confined to a single islet,
and polnted out that half the flowers

Geo- |

be found nowhere else in the world

“More than 2,000 volcanle cones be- |
sprinkie the archipelago, one estimate
has it, and the islands’ velcanic origin |
accounts for the peculiar interest they
hold to science. Darwin deduced that
the group has not been nearer the
malnland, nor have the lslands been
closer fogether than now,

How Peculiarities Developed.

“Hence the species of flowers and
birds which drifted to the islands have
undereone a development in thelr iso-
lated environment very different from
that in their native habitats. Seldom
has nature provided such a clear-cut
opportunity to study the processes of
evolution.

“The Galapagos hold a different
sort of lure for the modern world
Most tales of hidden treasures warrant
many grains of salt, but it seems
certaln that the plrates of South Amer-
lea hid thelr loot of gold and silver
where they had their headquarters,
In these islands. Two caches have
been unearthed, silver Ingots and
pleces of elght. The finder of one
built a hotel in Ecuador; the second
drank himself to death.

“The Islands lle Jjust under the
equator, but the alr frequently lIs
chilly on some of them. One, Albe

Close-Up

A spark creaic.g by the clasiung vi Dits of uelnl 1S Cilews of luen were
trying to cap the Hughes gusher near Kerens, Tex., set the gas and oll on fire
The well burned for days, the intense heat
making approach impossible until men attired and equipped with asbestos sults
entered the heated zone and recovered most of the charred bodles of the vie
tims. Although thousands of curious spectators were kept at a distance of 500
yards from the scene, P. J. Howe, photographer for the Fort Worth Record,
ran to a point within 30 feet of the blage, and at the risk of his life made this
extraordinary picture. Howe's clothes were rulned by the spouting oll and his

and 14 men were burned to death,

camera and plateholders were burned.

of Fatal Texas Oil Fire

| the Galapagos group.

| aforementioned

4y

marle, also called Isabella, 1s 500 feet
high. The cold Antaretic currents
which fan the coast of Peru strike sea-
ward at Cape Blanco and surge across
Up to 800 feet
most of the Islands are barren, above
that level they are swathed In clouds
ui'imse molsture alds luxuriant vegeta-
tion,

“Wild goats, cattle, cats and dogs,

| as well as hidden treasure, bear evis

dence of the rendezvous of buccas«
neers. In 1832 Ecuador annexed the

: Islands, and since 1885 they have had

a governor. They acquired a strate-
gle Importance with the opening of
the Panama canal, for they lie on tha

| canal-to-Australla route.

“The largest Island of the group, the
Albemarle, is larger
than Long Island, New York; the en-
tire group has an area considerably In
excess of that of Delaware. The
nearest of the islands to mainland Is
600 miles west of Ecuador.
Have Economic Value.

“Treasure and sclence to one side,
as a famous humorist would say, the
future of the ‘islands looms large upon
thelr agricultural merit.” Ralph Stock,
In his classic account of ““Che Dream
Ship” expedition, wrote:

“The soil is a rich, red loam, almost
stoneless, and scarcely touched by the
plow. There are 3,500 head of cattle
at present on Cristobal Island, and it
could support 50,000 with ease. There
Is no disease and no adverse climatie
condition with which to contend, and
at three years old a steer brings $100
(gold), llve welght, at Guayaqull—
when a steamer can be Induced to call
and take It there.

“There are a few hundred acres un-
der cultivation when there might be
thousands, and 200 bone-lazy peons do
the work of 50 ordinary farm hands.

“Looking down on thls fertile val-
ley, it is hard to realize that one is
standing on the lip of a long-extinct
crater, that In reality Cristobal s a
‘serles of these, dour and uninviting
to a degree, viewed from outside, but
veritable gardens within. And there
are four other islands in the Galapa-
gos group—some smaller, some larger,
than Cristobal—uninhabited and ex-
actly similar In character. Nominally,'
egg-laying contests at Quincy and
Murphysboro.

Kills Self by Bomb in Mouth,
Leipzig, Germany.—When police ap-
proached to arrest him Johann Relsse
placed a small bomb In his mouth,
lighted the fuse and blew himself to
pleces.

Shot by Wad of Gum.
Norfolk, Va.—Mary E. Davls, thin
teen years old, was wounded In the
breast by a wad of chewing gum shot
at her during an Indlan play In her
school. The Injury 18 not serlous.

----.------.--------.-.J
Baby’s Birth Causes
Blockade in Traffic

Eugene Reed, colored, em-
ploved a8 a gateman by the Long
Island rallroad at Rockville Cen-
ter,' N. Y., was advised by tele-
phone at five o'clock one morn-
ing that a baby was belng born
at his home. Ke waxed Impa-
tlent when his rellef falled to
arrlve three hours later, and
telephoned his boss regularly at g
five-m:nute Intervals, but no re- !

:
]

Hef arrived.

At 11:48 a. m. he lowered his
gates and went home. Twenty
minutes later, when a long string
of automobiles had accumulated,
the police arrived and straight-
ened out the The next
=7 Reed lost his job, '
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