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CHAPTER XVI—Continued.
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“Yes; hold my hand while I guide
you; we can sit here.”
It was a couch of some kind against
the outer wall. She did not release
her grasp, seemingly gaining courage |

from this physical contact, and my fin-
gers closed warmly over her own.”
“Now, please,” breathlessly, “how Is |

it possible you are aboard this ves-
sel—an officer?”
I told her the strange story, as

swiftiy and simply as possible, speak- |
ing scarcely above a whisper, feeling |
as I progressed that I related a dream |
rather than a series of facts, It
seemed to me she could scarcely be ex-
pected to believe the truth of what 1
sald, and yet she did, almost unques-
tioningly, the clasp of her fingers per- |
ceptibly tightening I proceeded. |
She sat so beside me that 1
could feel her breath upon my cheek.

as

close

“Why, if—if you had not told me
this yourself I could hardly believe
such a tale,” she exclaimed. “Yet It

must be true, miraculous as it seems.
But what is to be the ending? Have
you any plan of escape?”

“Hardly a plan. I have had no op-

| bullies

not go too far. Once these fellows
{ unite In mutiny they could take the
| ship.  An assault on, you would be

| the

| 8erve my honor,

and cutthroats amidships he
can compel them to work, but he dare

dangerous.”

“It is these men you count on?"

“Yes: but for me to gain their confl-
dence and leadership will requlire
time. The slightest slip would mean
failure and merciless punishment. At
best the situation is absolutely des-
perate—but I see no other solution.”

“And my service is deceit—the act-

| ing of a part to blind the eyes of |
Estada?”
“I sincerely believe your greater |

chance of security lies In this course,
The fellow is a supreme egotist: op-
position will anger him, while flattery
will make him subservient. You have
wit and discretion to hold kim |
within certain limits. It Is a danger- |
ous game, I admit, and a disagreeable |
one, but the case requires desperate |
remedies.”

She lifted her eyes, searching my |
face through the dim light. |

“Geoffry Carlyle,” she sald at last, |
a tremor in the low volce, “there l!!I
no sacrifice I would not make to pre-

I hate this man; I|

portunity even to learn the true na- | dreatl his touch; I shrink from con-
ture of the crew. Watkins is an hon- | tact with him as I would from a
est sailor, and he has told me of oth- snake, but I am not golng to refuse
ers on whom I could rely, There are | to do my part. If you say this Is

those aboard—but I do not know how
many—who would mutiny if they had |
a leader and a reasonable chance n[’i
success. [ must reach these
who they are,

promises to he

and learn
Fortunately the voyage |
long enough to I’Il:l!rl!'|
me to plan carefully.” |

“You
with this man-

“He told
upon; not to return their rendez-
vous until after they had captured
some prizes and could go with gold !
chinking in their pockets,"

“Where is their rendezvous?”

“An Island in the West Indies, prob-
ably not on the chart. They call It
Porto Grande.”

have discussed the
Estada ?
}!n'

to

voyage

me what had decided

“And they will sweep the ocean be-
tween here and there seeking victims? |
Unarmed merchantment to rob and

8ink? Anqd you—you will be compelled |

1 M !
to take part in such scenes, such aets |
of pillage and merhaps murder?”

“lI presume I must seem to be one

of them to avoid suspicion.

[
l
Have you
any suggestions?”

“There is conspiracy on board uL(
ready,” she said quickly, “that you may |
not know about.” |

“You mean to depose Sanchez? |

“Yes: you had suspicioned it? They |
thot me unconscious in the boat, |
and talked among themselves--the |
two at the stern, Estada and that |
beast Manuel. I did not understand

all they said, but I do net think they
intend the captain shall recover.” |
“You think it best that he should 7"

“Oh, I do not know; there is no
best that I can see. Yet I would have |
more faith in being spared disgrace

if at the mercy of Sanchez than Vis
lieutenant. Both may be equally guilty
equally desperate, but they are not the
same men. I may be wrong, for I
judge as a woman, yet I would feel
safer with Sanchez. The other merely
desires with the passions of a brute.
No appeal would reach him: he would |
laugh at tears and find pleasure in |
suffering. And yet you would have |
me appear friendly with Estada?”

“We cannot permit him to feel that
either of us are enemies. He is 'lll'l
power aboard; our lives, everything
are in his hands. If he means to be

rid of Sanchez the man is doomed, for

he will find a way to accomplish his
purpose ; nurde means nothing to
these 1e1.

“O1_course you are right,” she aec- |
knowledged. *“Our case is so lll'.hill'r‘i
ate we must resort to any weapons,. |
You believe it will serve the possibility |
of escape if I permit this monster to
imagine that*I have some interest in |
him?”

“To do so migl delay the explo-
sion,” I replied gravely, “and just now
any delay Is weleome, [ d bt If even '

Estadn will resort to force on |;|p;¢|'fI:
indeed force will he the very Inst card |

he will care to play in your ecase, You
are English and all the practical sea- |
men on board are from northern lIII—!
rope — English and Scandinavian, |

These men are not pirates
-they are prisoners who
on to save their own lives,

from choice |
have taken |

With his |

| right and justified I will consent.”

| pistol,
| son, but use it only when all else falls,
| You retain faith in me?”

“T believe It 1s.”

“And you will not lose faith in me?"
she questioned earnestly. *“It will not
lower your belief in my womanhood?"

“Nothing could do that. Mistress
Dorothy, I want you to realize the
depth of my Interest and respect, Your
friendliness has meant much to me,
and I would never urge you to lower
vour ideals, But we must face this
situation as it Is. We possess but two

She Lifted Her Eyes.

weapons of defense—deceit or force.
A resort to the latter is at present im-
possible, I ecannot conceive that you
are lowering yourself in any way by
using the power you possess to escape
violenee—"

“The power I possess?”

“Yes—beauty and wit. These are
your weapons, and most effective ones,
You ean play with Estada and defeat
him—temporarily, at least, I confess
there is danger in such a game—he I8
a wild beast, and his evil nature may |

hls discretion., Take

this |
Keep it hidden about your per-

overcome

“Implicitly.”

“And pledge yourself to your part,
leaving me to attend to mine?” !

Her two hands clasped my fingers,
her eyes uplifted, |

“Geoffry Carlyle, T have always h(-.!
lieved in you, and now. after the .t-;ar_'-}

rifice you have made to serve me [ |
can refuse voun nothing you ask. I l
will endeavor to accomplish all yoy

God knows how 1 hate
but I will do my best,
her sank, “If-<if
hands me he-<he
I could not do other-
Geoffry Carlyle—I am a Falr-

require of me,
the task; but
Only—only,”

the beast lays
pays the price,

volce

on

wise,
fax.”
Satigfled with my mission and confi

| duty of the moment,

| He

| ehin.

dent nothing more need be sald, I
arose to my feet,

“Then we can do nothing further
until T learn the disposition of the
crew,"” 1 sald quletly, “Estada s not
lkely to resort to extreme measures
at present. That is why I belleve you
are comparatively safe now-—his own
position of command s In the bal-
ance."”

“I will see you again?"

“Perhaps not here; It Is too danger-
ous; but 1 will flnd means to commu-
nleate with you, Good-by.”

We stood with hands clasped in the
thought wans golng
to speak again, but the words falled
Then suddenly, sllently the

darkness, 1 she

o Colne,

“What is It?7 What did you do?

“1 struck him with a chalr; he llea
there on the deck. Whalt where you
are.”

I bent over and touched him. The
fellow lay In a heap with no percep
tible heart-beat, no semblance of
breathing. My flngers sought his face,
and I could searcely suppress a cry of
surprise—he was not Estada. Who
then, was he? What could have been
his purpose In thus Invading this
stateroom? All I could grasp was the
fact that the fellow was not the Por-
tuguese—he possessed a smooth face,
long halr, and was a much smaller
man. 1 dragged the body where the
Hight llumination from the after port

door opened a mere erack, letting In a | fell directly on the upturned face. The
gleam of yellow light from the maln | features revealed were unfamiliar—
cabin, while the crouching figure of a | those unquestionably of a half-breed

man, Hke a gliding shadow slipped
through the aperture, closing the door

| behind him as softly as he had opened
| it.

I heard her eatch her breath and
felt her hands grasp my sleeve, but 1
never stirred,

Who could he ba?
the purpose of his entrance?
answer occurred to me—Pedro Estada,
driven by unbridied passions to attack
the girl. 1 thrust her behind me, and
took a step forward, with body poised
for actlon. I was unarmed, but cared
little for that In the swift desire to
come to hand grips with the brute. 1
could hear him now, slowly and cau-
tiously feellng his way toward us
through the darkness.

What might be

CHAPTER XVII.
A Murder on Board.

To be certain of free space I extend-
ed one hand and my fingers came Into
unexpected contact with the back of
a chalr. Without moving my body 1
grasped this welcome weapon of de-
fense and swung it above my head.
Whoever the ildvader creeping upon
us might prove to be, he was certaln-
ly an enemy, actuated by some foul
purpose, and no doubt armed. To
strike him down as quickly and silent-
ly as possible was therefore the plain
I had no other

| thought,

But one
!

|
|
|

The slowness with which he groped |

his way forward Indicated unfamiliar- |
| ity with the apartment, although his |
| direct

advance proclaimed some spe-
cial purpose., Clearly he had no fear
of attack. [ could determine almost
his exaect position as his advancing
foot felt cautiously along the deck.

came forward Inch by

inch. T must not be found here.

|

Indinn. Dorothy crossed to my side,
her foot striking a knife, which came
glimmering into the narrow range of
light, She stared In horror at the
ugly weapon, and then at the ghastly
countenance,

“He eame to murder! Bee, his knife
lles there, Why should he have sought
to kill me?"

“It Is all mystery,” [ admitted.
What shall be done with the body?
It cannot be left Iving exposed here;
no one would belleve you killed him,
and my presence must not be suspect-
ed.”

“Could It,” she suggested, *“be
dropped through the port?”

She shrank back from touching the
Inanimate fgure, yet It required the
combined efforts of both to force the
stiffening body through the porthole,
We could distingulsh footsteps on the
deck above, but these were regular
and undisturbed—the slow promenade
from rall to rall of the
watch, Clearly nothing had been
heard or seen to awaken suspleion,

“If you should be questioned tomor-
row you had best know nothing,”
sald gravely, *I do not think you will

of Estada's., It could galn no advan-
tnge. The fellow was plllnging on his
own account; If he Is missed It will

be supposed he fell overboard, and no

one will care. Youn are not afrald to
remaln here alone?’
“No; I am not greatly frightened,

chair., 1 have no key."
“Then I'll leave you; half of my

officer on |

L | it
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be, for surely an attack can be no plan | T'o;ty-
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I_nm'l Invested. 1
but shall try and bar the door with a | 434 Rallway Exchange Bldg., Portland.

|

_l

l watch below must be gone by now. I'll |

measured the distance as Indicated by .

faint, shuffling sounds,

I could not see but I knew. WiIth all
my force 1 struck! Blindly as It had
been delivered the blow hit falr: there
was a thud, an Inarticulate groan, and
the fall of a body upon the floor—he-
yond that nothing. 1 walted breath-
lessly listening for the slightest move-
ment, I felt Dorothy touch my shoul-
der and ecanght the sound of her volce
trembling at my ear.

Investigation Has Shown
Controlled If Not Entirely Done
Away With,

Among the other strange ldeas ad-
vanced in this era of strangeness 1s
the one which would make it appear
that the personal form of plumpness

'known as a double chin Is not strictly

patriotie, The critie, presumably a

[ person of lathlfke build, declares that
{a double chin is an

indicator of dis-
Generous
l,:,' this

conservation,
usually marked

regard for
feeders are
fleshy excess.

Of course nobody wants a double
As far as known it never has
found a welcome, Nobody deslres to
lose¢ the precious neck line of youth,
A double chin with its curving crease
is quite enough of an anxiety without
coupling it with an Intimation of dis-
regard for loyalty.

Happily the charge has brought a
quick response. An Investigator de-
clares that the double ehin ean be con-
trolled and very largely mitigated, Tt

| depends largely upon the earriage and

of the head,  The who

pose person
has a repeated chin, or Is threatened
with one, should recall and practice

| Dr. Edward Everett Hale's famous ade
| viee :
| son who sits, or stands, or walks, with

“Look up, not down.” The per-
an erect body and keeps the chin up-
tilted, ean defy the crease and the fat-
ty ridges—yes, and defy the insinua-
tions of the lathy eritic.—Cleveland
Plain Dealer,
Putting Off the Dark Moment.

Robert had been arriving home late
from school. At noontime his mother
told him If he repeated the offense she
punish him. When he ecame

wonld

| home that evening it was five o'clock

and supper was ready. Upon seeing
his mother he thonght he might coerce
her into forgetting, and said, “Mamma,
I is nearly starved—Ilet's eat first and
talk business later.”

Deep Sea Stuff.

He looked her oar and asked her
to sail the sea of matrimony with him.
When she sald O, K. (or words to that
effect) they launched out with a lttle
smack., A wave of color swept over
her cheeks and her eves swam in tears.

AVOID THAT “DOUBLE CHIN”

l

| by

tnke the fellow's knife along, as It

"

We parted with a clasp of hands, ns

I opened the stateroom door and
slipped out Into the eabln, To my sur-
prise the light over the table had

been extinguished, rendering the cabin

romptly

oung men and women; best returns for

Positlon when qualified.

At wholesale and retall. Mall orders
filled. Bmith's Wall Paper

ouse, 108-110 Becond Ht., Portland.

,' RAZORS— _
The famous compound for tempering
| razors without

ré

a

o

heat. Makes shaving a
ht. The Btratanum Co., 608 Chamber

om

Repairs for all stoves and heaters.

S0 black T had to anctually feel my way | Prompt attention to mall orders. Spokane

ferward,

put out s=ince then by some confed-
ernte.  After a moment of hesitation
I found my way across to my own

stateroom and pressed open the door.
(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Largest Earth Embankment.
The Belle Esurche Irrigation dam 'n

bankment in the world.

| S ) is the largest earth em- |
It Can Be outh Dakota is th gest earth em
Its constru~ |

tion was authorized by congress at » |

cost of $5,000,000,
ing standpoint this project Is one of
the most Interesting which the govern-
ment has yet undertaken, Its prinel-
pal structure Is the earthen dam. Th's
dike, which closes the lowest depres
glon in the rim of a natural basin, Is
6,200 feet long, 20 feet wide on top

The Inside face of this structure,
which has a slope of one to two, Iy
protected from wind and wave nactlon
two feet of screened gravel, onm
which are placed concrete blocks each
four by slx feet. The cubleal con-
tents of this dike are 42,000,000 feet,
or ahout half of the famous pyramiis
of Cheops In Egypt. The reservolr
created by this dam covers about 9,000
acres and will be the largest lake In
the state,

Rain Parasols.

Parasols are of anclent lineage, but
before umbrellas became common an
article resembling a parasol was usd
by the ladies to keep off the raln.
These were ealled “quitasols,” a name
derlved from the Spanish; they were
of olled muslin, were of varlous col
ors and were imported from Indig ny
way of England. After these came
umbrellas, which were also made of
olled linen, but the linen was conraa
and the umbrella large and bulky.
In 1771 a noted doctor and a famous
preacher tried to introduce the fashion
of using umbrellas, to keep off the sun,
but “they were scouted In the publle
gazettes as a ridiculous effeminacy.”

Palestine in Christ's Time.

At the time of the birth of Christ,
Juden, that portion in which Jerusa-
lem wag sltuated, was a dependency
of the government of Rome. In the
year T0 A. D., about thirty-five years
after the death of Christ, Jerusalem
itself was captured by the Romans
under Emperor Titus and was dee
stroyed. Tt was rebullt by the Ro
mans and held for varying perioda
by them, by the Persians, by the Mo-
hammedans, by the Crusaders and
by the Turks. It was umnder Turkish
rule from 1516 until capture by the
Rritish.
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The lantern must have been | 8tove & Furnace Repalr Works, S8pokane,
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Remedy Brings Results

medicinal properties of ollve oll
been known for hundreds of years,
iIRENE mixed with olive ofl s
old remedy for rheumatism,
1edicine chest should be without this
remedy during the winter

The
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Be sure to hear the
New Brunswick, positively the most

Wonderful Phonograph

made. Plays all records.
Prices, $100 to $600
Send for Catalogue and our easy terms,

HYATT TALKING MACHINE CO.,
350 Alder St., Portland, Ore,




