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In a Condensed Form for Our
Busy Readers.

: A Mesume of the Less Imw but
Not Less Interesting Events
of the Past Week.

———

Stoessel has left Japan for Europe.

Neidringhaus has been elected senat-
or from Missouri. o

The ship subsidy bill has small
chance in congress. oy

Thekaiser is attempting to break up
the Russo-French alliance.

Japan accuses Russia of seeking to

: ‘draw ‘other powers into the war.

e

Russia occupies Kashgar in Chinese
territory and threatens to invade north-|
ern China. '

New Jersey's new governor Aadvises
the appointment of a commission to
curb corporations.

-

A Japanese torpedo boat has captured
a German steamer with a cargo of coal
‘bound for Viadivostok.

Striking German coal miners routed

“police and non-union_men and troops
may. be called to restore order.

New United States senators just
elected are: - Beveridge and Hemen-
way, from Indiana; Knox, from Penn-
sylvania; Burkett, Neébraska; BSuther-|
land, Utah; Clapp, Minnesota; Ald-
rich, Rhode Island; Depew, New York;
McCumbeér, North Dakota; Bulkeley,
Connecticnt; Lodge and Crane, Massa-
chusetts; Burrows, , Michigan; Hale,
Maine. 4

'
Marshal Oyama is preparing to ad-
vance on Mukden,

Efforts to bring about reciprocity
with Canada will fail.

Great strikes are on in the arms fac-
tories and iron. works of Raseia.

The supreme court has ordered a new
trial fur‘Benntor Burton, of Kansas.

Turks are carrying on a reign of ter-
ror in Macedonia and England refuses
to interfere.

Robert B. Armstrong, assistant sec-
retary to accept an important business
position in New York.

The senate has confirmed the ap-
pointment of Vespasian Warner, of 11li-
nois, to be commissioner of pensions.

The entire population of the Visayan

village at the St. Louis fair has started

- on their way home in the Philippines,
by way of Seattle.

: Unusunally cold weather is prevailing
thronghout Italy. Bnow is falling even
in Rome, where there has been no
snow in the past 10 years.

“The coffee crop of Hayti is almost
a failure, accordingt to a report té the
State department from Minister Powell.
He suys that not more than 50 per cent.
of the crop will be saved.

Japan accuses France of favoring
Russia.

Bandits held up a whole town in
Morocco.

The chances of tariff revision are
stronger,

Five persons were suffocated in a
New York fire.

Morgan will build a railroad across
China, with foreign aid. ;

More indictments have been issued
at Pueblo in connection with the elec-
tion frauds.

The total deposits of Chicago banks
is $602,000,000. This is~$10,000,000
more than ever before reported.

Russia denies that she has bought
any islands in the Indian ocean to use
as a naval station on the route to the
Far East.

The strike in the Russian oil fields is
not yet settled. Many men are still
out. Fires continue and much prop-
ety is being destroyed.

A Philadelphia dynamiter tried to
blow up the statue of Frederick the
Great, at Washington, and the steamer
Umbria. He says he belongs to a so-
ciety organized to destroy British ship-
ping:

Riots are breaking out among the
striking German coal miners.

Secretary Taft" recommends annuling
the Pacific mail contract with the Pan-
ama railroad.

The president recommends the reduc-
tion in number of Panama canal com-
miassioners to three members,

It has developed that Port Arthur
had provisions for two months and dis-
sensions caused the surnndgr.

The president has appoionted Veepa-
sian Warner, of Illinois, to succeed
Ware as pension commissioner.

Bristow has resigned as fourth assist-
ant postmaster general and the presi-
dent has designated him as a special
commissioner to make an investigation
into the present trade conditions and
freight rates between the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts, and between the west
coast of South America and the east
coast of the United States and of Eur-
ope and to determine the best policy of
manageing the Panama raijroad.

The miners’ strike in Germany is
sprefiding. .

Utah politicians say polygamy is op-
posed by young Mormons and will die
of itself if given an opportunity.

A naval battle in-the Indian-ocean is
expected.

The Colorado legislature has expelled
two senators in connection with the
election frauds. :

Russia has entered a protest to the
powers, claiming that Japan is organ-
izing Chinese troops against her.

Oyama has received a large number

' of reinforcements and Kuropatkin will

make a supreme effort to crush him

DOINGS IN CONGRESS.

Wednesday, January Il
The attention of the senate today was
divided by the statehood question and
government regulation of railroads. All
amendments to the #tatehood bill ex-
cept one were agreed to.
In the hiouse the army appropriation
bill received consideration. The ex-
penses of the army dnd navy were se-
verely griticized by several members.
Atteption was called to the hm&
tired list of officery, which includes
brigadier generals. . An effot was made
to reduce the pay- of retired officers
above the rank of major when assigned
to duty with the militia of the several
states. This was aimed at General
Miles as secretary general of Massa-
chusetts. &

Thursday, January 12.

The legislative, executive and judi-
cial bills were read at length in the
senate and there was considerable. dis-
cussion of the civil service question
and the provision for an investigation
Lof foreign trade conditions by the de-
partment of copmerce.

The hogse devoted it sentire session
to "the discussion of im hment
charges against Judge Charles Bwayne,
of the Northern|district of Florida.

Friday, Jan. 13,

Further consgjderation was given in
the house today of the impeachment
charges against, Judge Swayne. There
was a noticeable lack of interest in the
case except among & few members. The
defense charged that the whole thing
was a case of private vengeance.

The house concurred in the senate
amendments to the Philippine govern-
ment bill and sent the bill to confer-
ence.

The senate today passed the legisla-
tive, executive and judicial appropria-
[tion bill and also a number of private
pension bilks.

Saturday, Jan. 14,

In the senate today an unavailing
effort was made to secure consent to fix
a day for taking a vote on the statehood
bill. .

Pension legislation at the rate of 859
bills in 108 minutes was indulged in
by the house today, the result being
the smashing of all previous records of
the house as to legislative nimbleness.
Bills were passed to authorize the use
of earth, stone. and timber from the
forest reservia and public lands for the
construction of irrigetion projects; to
prohibit the words ‘‘United States as-
gay'’ or any words conmmitting the
government to the quality of gold or
silver articles.

Monday, January 18.

Bills passed by the senate were: For
the relief of tlie Western Alaska Con-
struction Company’s railroads by grant-
ing an extension of time for comple-
tion of the first section of at least 20
miles; to fix the compénsation of criers
and bailiffs in the United States courta
at $3 a day. o _
The statehood bill - was discased for
three hours today. Several seénators
talked against uniting New Mexico and
Arizona and some quesioned the unit-
ing of Oklahoma and Indian Territory.
Heyburn said hel conld seé no reason
for it except for a shortsighted desire
to shut the door of the senate against
the West.

Tuesday, January I7
In the senate today Heyburn con-
cluded his speéch on the joint state-
ficod bill and Stone glnl\rq ‘notice of a
speech tomorrow on his resolution for
an investigation of charges of cortup-
tion in the campaigns of 1896 and
1904. Lodge presented the confeérence
report on the Philippines bond and
railroad bill, and explained the house
amendments.
Senator Mitchell appeared on the
floor of the egenate anidl defended him-
gelf in regard t~ the indictment in gon-
nection with
He called his accusérs liars and per-
jurers and will demand an investiga-
tion. Many of his colleagues crowded
around him to welcome him.

More than five hours was consumed
in the house on the Swayne impeach-
ment case. An agreement was reached
to vote on the articles tomorrow after-
noon.

Another obstacle has arisen in the
way of the Kigmath irrigation project.
Chairman Mondell, of Wyoming, of the
house committee on irrigatiaon is fight-
ing the bill. He says he is not in
favor of expending a single cent of the
reclamation fund in either California
o* Oregon until both states ‘‘pass a
decent set of water laws,”” He would
take more of the reclamation fund for
use in his own state regardless of
amount contributed.

Bids for Armor Plate Opened.

Washington, Jan. 14, — Bids were
opened today at the Navy Department
for 7,828 tons of armor plate for the
battleship New Hampshire and the ar-
mored croisers Montana and North
Carolina. The aggregate bid of the
Carnegie and Bethlehem companies was
identical, $3,204,700, the first delivery
to be made in #ix months. The lowest
bidder was the Midvale Steel company,
of Philadelphia, whose aggregate bid
was $31,28, 781, delivery to begin Au-
gust 15, at the rate of 50O tons a
month. .

Russia Byys Island.

8t. Petersburg, Jan. 14.—A report is
in circulation here (hat the Russian
government has consummated the pur-
cbase of an jsland in the Indian ocean,
the harbor facilities of which will en-
able Viee Admiral Rojestvensky's
squadron of the Russian seeond Baltic
fleet to await the arrival of the third
Baltic fleet. Well informed parties
place little ¢éredence in it, It is point-
ed out that the sale of such an island

neutrality .on the “part of the selling
nation,
More Submarines for Japan.

Minneapalis, Jan. 14—Apother con-
signment of submarine torpedo boats
was handed from the Burlington road
to the Great Northern railroad at Ham-
liie and rushed onward to the coast
today. It was identical in.nature with
the shipment of boats which passed
through here in the sammer. These
shipments of war supplies have become
80 numerous as to excite little attention

the Oregon land frauds. [*

LEGISLATURE MEETS.

Oregon Lawmakers Now in Session
at Salem. '

Salem, Jan, 1].—This was the first
day of real work in the senate, and 37
bills were introduced as a starter. The
nsual resolutions were offered concurr-
ing with those of the house for sundry
ex and inspecting various state
institutions.  Probably the most im-
portant of the bills was that by Brown-
ell of Clackamas, providing for a con-
stitutional convention to be held on
the second Monday in Beptember, 1905.
, Among the measures were: To create
a state mining bureau; to fix -fees of
county recorders and clerks; amend-
ing act of 1903, and to regulate use of |
water from Oregon streams.,

In the house legislation was asked
for the protection of forests against fire;
for new irrigation code; fixing riparian
rights on the Columpia, and amending
general school laws. - Altogether 25
bills were introduced in the house - to-
d- . <

'{‘ha two houses will meet in joint
convention tomorrow at 11 o'clock to
listen to'the reading of Governor Cham
berlain's message. -

~ Salem, Jan. 12. — Governor Cham-
berlain read his biennial message to |
the legi#lature today,‘before the two
houses in joint assembly.

Eighteen new bills were introduced
in the senate and 19 in the house.

Among those of the senate were:
Making eight hours a day's work; to
provide corporal punishment for wife-
beaters; authorizing employes to bring
action against either the employer or
an insurance company insuring the
employer against loss, and to raise the
limit of damages for taking human life
from $5,000 to $10,000.

Among the house bills were: To cre-
ate state tax commission; for girls' an-
nex to state reform school; to raise
marriage license fee to $5.

After calling attention to the general
proaperity of the state, the governor in
his message called the attention of the
legislature to the need of a state tax
commission; to the many thousand
acres of land in the state on which mno
taxes are being paid; recommends tax-
ation of franchises for state purposes;
improvement of schools in rural dis-
tricts; .favors single board for normal
schools; more money for sfate game
warden; an appropriation for enforce-
ment of child labor law; further ime
provement of roads by convict labor ]
reduction of expensés of state printing
office; placing state- officers on fixed
salaries; a juvenile court. He dealt at
length on the proper protection against
forest fires; gave much praise to those
who worked  for the right of way for
the portage road and asked that the
United Btates government be appealed
to to hase the canal and locks at
Willamette falls. He favors whatever
legislation is necessary to help the
government in the reclamation of arid
lands and closed with the hope that the
legislature wonld see the advisability
of an early adjournment and not to put
off the to last the passage of important
measures.

Both branches of the legislature ad-
journed until Monday.

Balem, Jan. 16. — Two bills of the

1908 session, amending the Australian
ballot law, and relating to the Eighth
judicial district, which the governor
vetoed, were returned to the senate and
failed to pass. A’ joint memorial was
adopted urging early action om the
part of the government in the construc-
tion of the Celilo canal. Among the
new bills were: To limit the hours of
service of railroad employes; to create
juvenile courts, and to amend district
irrigation law of 1895.
Upon the house convening' today
Speaker Mills announced the standing
committees. The Celilo canal redolu-
tion waa adopted. A resolution for a
40-cent Tumber rate to the Missouri
‘river was referréd. Among the new
measures introduced were: Po make
district primary law operative in 1905;
extending open salmon season for Co-
lumbia from Augsut 15 to August 25:
to exempt from taxation property of
householders to $500 valuation, and to
create Cascade county. The new
county is to be catout of Wasco and
its temporary and probably permanent
county seat is to be Hood River:

Salem, Jan. 17.—The (ollowing were
among the 19 bill§ introduced in the
senate today: To protect Eastern oys-
ters planted in Oregon waters; to
amend the law fixing the boundary of

Buy Wasco Land,

The Dalles — Homeseekers are be-
ginning to arrive in this seetion and
some are already buying land. T. L
and B. F. Hemingway, recently from
Spokane, bought the Pat Gorman farm
of 440 acres, near Kingsley, for $8,000.
The Messrs. Hemingway have traveled
pretty well over Eastern Oregon look-
ing for land, and finally determinea
that Wasco county afforded better in-
ducements than- any other section of
the eastern part of the state. They
say no other section of Oregon has land
that will produce as much.

Portage Engineer Has ‘Resigned.

Salem — A. J. McMillan, who has
been in the employ of The Dalles-
Celilo portage mailway commission, as
engineer in charge of the construction
of the road, has téndered his resigna-
tion. Mr. McMillan prepared the
plans. and specifieations upon which
the construction for the building of the
road was let, and it was expected that
he would continue to represent the state
until the work ghould be completed.

at this time would be & gross breach of {11l ‘health is the reason given for, his

resgination.

His su¢cessor has not
been named. \

S

To Light Jacksonville.

Jacksonville — A frarchise has been
granted to the Condor Water & Power
company, to furnish electric lights for
Jacksonville. The company is the
owner of the fine dam aeross the Rogue
river near Gold Hill, and the er
and light- must be transmitted a dis-
tance of 12 miles. The poles are al-
ready set for the lighting, inasmuch as
the company is now turnishing power

at the transfer station.. They of

before more arrive.
57k
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ammunition, guns, beef and §

to run the Opp mining machinery, one
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Grant count; to create the Malheur ir-
rigation district; to make death penalty
apply to trainrobbery; to authorize the
Lewis and Clark fair to condemn pri-
vate property. )

" The pm of the irrigation district
bill is to enable the people of the Mal-
heur country to overcome the obstacles
in the way of government irrigation
work.

A bill raising the statutory age of
consent from 16 to 18 years was laid
on the table. .

In the house five bills that had been
vetoed by the governor were read.
One, for higher salary for Multnomah
county school superintendent, was not
sustained. The other four, authoris-,
ing additional expenditures by the
state dairy and food commissioner,
amending Astoria charter, to bond the
warrant indebtedness of Mu]momah
count, and for executive mansion and
other appropriations, were sustained .

A jbint resolution to adjourn legis-
lature February 10 was referred.

Thirty-five | new billswere read for
the first time in the house today,
among them being: To make gambling
a felony; to anthorize special tax for
bridges in Portland; to protect coal
mines afd miners; to compensate In-
dian war veterans of 1855-6, and appro-
priating $45,000 therefor; to create
railroad commission; to create Eighth
judicial district:; to create Tenth judi-
cial district; to enable electors to vote
without new registration -when they
move to another precinet; to amend
local option law.

Local option by precincts only is the
purpose of the house bill. If it be-
comes a law prohibition in counties as
a whole and groups of precincts will be
abolished. s

FRUITMEN TALK OF UNION,

Josephine Growers Want to See Pro-
duct of Rogue River Boomed.

Grants' Pass—The success ‘met by
fruitgrowers’ unions in other sections
of the state, and the great increase in
the acreage of orchards and vineyards
in Josephine county; have induced the
leading fruitgrowers of this seetion to
plan  organization a Josephine
County Fruitgrowers' union. They be-
lieve it would enable them to secure
better prides for their fruit and lower
rates on their boxed, and other mater-
ial. Another and more important ad-
vantage would be the establishment of
a standard of fruit for shipment, by
better grading,and selection. “Asis
done at Hood River, and at California
points south of here, expert packers
would visit the various orchards—and
give instructions as to the proper man-
ner of packing and selection. It wonld
also result in the creation of a market
for Rogue. river mpples, and would
L spread the fame and name of ‘‘Rogue
River'’ as the fruitgrowers of Hood
River have done by the famous ‘‘Hood
River' product of orchard and straw-
berry field.

of

Reopen Woolen Mill.
Eugene — Juhn B. Wilbur and Wil-
lidin Wright, of Union, have secured
an option on the Willamette Valley
Woolen Manufacturing cmopany’s mill
in this ¢i ty, which has been closed for
almost a year on account- of the com-
pany going into bankruptey. They are
now examining the title to the prop-
erty and looking into a few minor de-
tails, and it is given out by Receiver
A. C. Woodeock that the sale of the
property to these gentlemen is certain.
The plant wiil be thoroughly over-

hauled and new machinery added.

Prizes May Be Offeréd.

Salem—County Judge Scott, presi-
dent of the executive board, appointed
by the taxpayers to prepare a Marion
county exhibit for the Lewis and Clark
fair, has called a meeting of the board
to be held at the county court room, in
this city. Various phases of the Work
of preparing the exhibit will be dis-
cussed and the gquestion as to whether
or not prizes will be awarded to the
people of Marion county on articles
which are desired for exhibition will
be settled. A few exhibits have al-
ready been received.

Highest Award for Wheat.

Pendleton — Umatilla county leads
thé” world in the production of fine
wheat, according to the superior jury
on awards of the Louisiana Purchase
exposition. W. P. Temple, an active
farmer of this county, received official
notice of the highest award received for
the display of wheat at the exposition.
Mr. Temple's specimens consisted of
three sheaves of bluestem wheat and
formed a part of Umatilla county's por-
tion of the Oregon exhibit.

Wasco's Educational Exhibit.

+Hood River—Wasco county intends
to be well represented with an educa-
tiohal exhibit at the Lewis and Olark

position. At @ meeting of the Wasco

‘Gtinty Primespale’ elub in the Hood
River high school arrangements were
made to begin at once on the work of
preparing the county’s exhibit.

Oregon Land Withdrawn from Entry
b Washington—On account of the Che-
waukan irrigation project, the general
land  office has withdrawn from all
forms of disposel 71§ townships, aggre-
gating about 172,800 acres, in the
Lakeview land district.

PORTLAND MARKETS,
Wheat — Walla Walla, 85¢c; blue-
stem, 88@90c; valley, 87c.

Oats—No. 1 white, $1.32)4@2.36,
gray, $1.35@1.40 per cental.-.

Hay—Timothy, $14@16 per ton;
clover, $11@12; grain, $11@12; cheat,
$12@18.

Potatoes — Oregon fancy, 80@96c;
common, 60@75¢.

Apples—Baldwins, -$1.25; Spitsen-
bergs, $1.756@2 per box.

Eggs—Oregon ranch, 20@30c.

Hops—Choice, 29@30c; prime, 27@

28¢ per pound.
00l — Valley, 19@20c; Eastern

mile west from Jacksonville.

Oregon, 10@17¢c; mohair, 25@26c per
pound,

-
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Order of the Czar

* A Storyof Rysstan Power
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< CHAPTER XIVi—(Continued)

“Well,"” says Yerack, at length, “thou
art good enough to show in a caravan’
at the fair of Nishi-Novgorod. Thou art
a big man, brother, and what' with the
long gown and high cap of the priest,
thou lookest gigantic.”

He takes me by the arm and twists me
about, viewing me from all sides, and
his countenance grows even more grave,

“The priestly garb is a mistake,” he
mutters, “it adds to the height, which
is already conspicuous enough. -All eyes
will dwell on thee. Not that it matters,”
he adds quickly. “So that thou art easy
and composed they may stare their fill.
Thy own mother might stare at, thee un-
til 'she grew blind, she would never know
thee to be her son!” . ?

“Thiat she would not!” endorses Ka-
latch, ;

Now Yerack leads the troika into thé
middle of the road and unyokes the ad-
vance horse, which he ties with a hal-
ter to the back of the cart. 3

“It looks not usual for a trolka to be
drawing a cart of this kind,” he ex-
plains. “Thus it will appear as If the
beast were being led for sale. Now we
shall do. We are traders journeying
to the fair at Vilna, and-thou art a
priest who has honored us by accepting
a lift. We proceed leisurely, for we have
no haste; the fair only begins to-mor-
row. At the same stime, brother, so im-
posing is thy appearance, that thou look-
est out of place in a cart with trading
Cossacks;- and therefore ut Borlitch we
had better part company and thou wilt
proceed with the post.”

“But, my good. friend, this will cost
money, and I am without a copec!” 1
ery. -
“I have enough and to spare!”

“Yerack, how eciu 1 take s¢ much
from thee?’ 1 exclaim, deeply moved by
the Cossack's generosity. *“Thy devo-
tion I ean never repay, but the mquey
thou art laying out on me I may some
day be able to refund. Give me some
address to which I may send it. Surely
in time I shall work for the means to pay
my just debts." <

“Bah! Keep thy mind easy and make
not a mountdin of a mole hilll What
are a few roubles to me? I have ueither
kith mor kin, and what shall I do with
superflnity? Let me put a trifle of it to
a good use. 1 have taken a fancy to
thee, my son. I beg thee, let a lonely
man have his whim!"

Yerack's volce shakes a little ds he
speaks. His face is averted. "What can
I reply to this? Nothing.” My trembling
lips refuse to form even a word of
thanks. Silently I wring my benefac
tor's haund. : - -

It is still very, very early when we
reach the town, yet before we arrive
at the inn where Yerack halts we have
encountered many people, but all of the
lowest orders.
many greetings, and am made thorough-
ly- uncomfortable by the obviops sensa-
‘tion I create. I feel relieved to enter
the dark fore-place of the inn, with its
small, dirty-windows, and 1 hear Yerack
give vent to a sigh which I know is of
relief.

The innkeeper comes yawning to meet
us, from an ioner room, putting up his
blouse. He stops with one arm above
his head as he sees Yerack, and his
They are evidently old
friends, these two. :

“Yes, it is myself, Thoma Fedorei-
viteh,” says Yerack, grinning from. ear
to ear. “And I want to drop a word
in thy ear, little father.” With this he
tnkes the man apart and whispers to
him, during which the listener glances re-
peatedly in my direction, his small eyes
beginning to twinkle, and his mouth wid-
ening to a grin. Sometimes he puts a
question.

At length the confabulation comes to
an end, and the innkeeper, after signing
to us, leads the way through a passage,
and opens the door of a small, dingy
room at the back of the bunilding. We
enter, and he leaves us, shutting the
door. b
“Thoma Fedoreivitch is a safe man,”
observes Yerack, knowingly. “That
kind of man I8 always safe so long as
you grease his palm. Thoma and I have
had our little transactions together.”

The landlord returns bearing a tray
with breakfast. The repast consists of
raw salt herring, preserved mushrooms,
and white bread.

“Ah, I am as hungry as a hawk!"” says
Yerack, taking up a herring by the tail
to hold it over his mouth and crunch it
up.

I take the opportunity to ask for writ-
ing materials, and if it is to be had, a
stamp, as it is still too early for the
postofice to be open,

“Certainly, Holy Father,” responds
the landlord, with a twinkle in his beady
eye. “I ecan furnish your Holiness with
all.”

Another burst of laughter from the
Cossacks, while the speaker crosses his
liands on his breast and bows low before
me ere he goes. He briigs me the pa-
per in his dirty finger and thumb. It is
greased and soiled, the pen splutters and
the ink is of the consistency and color
of mud, but they sufice me to write
these lines:

“On receiving this, lose not an hour
in procuring thy passport, but*® travel
day and night. I hope to precede thee,
and will await the arrival of all trains
from Konigsberg. Should I be deterred,
seek our brother, Conred Rosen, Stein
Strasse, No. 70, who will advise and
assist thee. If possible, dend warning,
indirectly, t6 Ivan and Pavel. ~ All is
known and searching inquiries will be
made. I am safe and with friends.
Thine until death.—V.” /

I read over what I have written. It
is suMciently” explicit and 1 have no fear
but that Maruscha will obey my instrue-
tions to the letter, if she can!

As I ' am folding and addressing it,
Yerack comes behiud me and looks over
my shoulder,

“Humph!" he grunts.
thought as much.”

I turn on him wrathfully, with an an-
gry retort leaping to my lips, which,
however, 1 check, remembering how
much I owe to this brave fellow. I even
summon up a smile,

“Yes, a woman, thou old mysogynist,
who yet art the son of a mother. And
such a woman! Brave and true, Ye-
rack, but for whom I should yot be in
the land of the living, for I owe my life
to her as I owe it also to thee!™

“Well, well, if that be so. T grant
thee, thére are—there may be different
sorts. . Though, for my part, I have
known but the one—the ecat-like' sort,
sleek and fawning and false, stroking
you with velvet paws in which sharp
claws are hidden wherewith to tear you

“A woman; I

Having spoken, he protrudes his up-
per lip, making his bristiy mustache
stand out. He looks very fierce and bit-
ter, and though I answer nothing, 1
think, “Assuredly thou hast had some

I have had to respond to |

- =

In a few moments, however, his face
reassumes its habitual upnnhf of
complacency, and he says to me, Now,
my son, get thee something to eat and
let us to business.” s

He places food before me; standing by
and watching, with over-satisfaction,
while 1| make "It disappear. 3 M

“Thou bast done well,” he observes,
when 1 have eaten my fill and pushed the
pate from me.

CHAPTER XV. '
Yerack draws a chair to the table,
close to my elbow, and with slpw delib-

eration, “and an expression of supreme |
satisfactiony-takes from his tunic a large,

bloated-looking pocketbook, out of which
he abstracts a folded paper. }

“Now, Nikor Andreivitch Tcherevin,’
he says, mouthing his woirds with an unc-
tuous intopation, “lIn reply to your ap-
peal for permissiou of leave of absence
on the plea of ill health, I have the pleas-
ure to hand over to you from the Arch-
imandrite of your diocese this paper,
which you will perceive, entitles you to a
wonth's sojourn abroad,”

1 take the paper lie holds toward me,
and unfold it. Sure enough, there is the
ecclesiastical seal, the wavéring signa-
ture of the aged church dignitary, and
on scauning it I find that here indeed is
aformal leave of absence to: "My ailing
son, the Reverend and Holy- Father
Nikor Andreivitech Tcherevin, extending

over a period of one month, to euable,

him, by medical advice, to drink the wat-
ers of Kissingen.,” 1 suppose 1 look
my amazement, for Yerack, watching
me, begins to grin. Kalateh, who has
come up behind my chair, spells it out
slowly and exclaims:

“Tell us about it
procured it?" " -.

“Yes; how? Who is Nikor Aundrei-
vitech?' 1 manage to stammer.

This seems too much for Yerack. He
throws himself back and iodulges in oue
of his mighty roars.

“He- knows not his own name!’ he
echoes. “Ah, Nikor Andreivitch! my
poor Kikov; it is indeed tim@& something
was done for thy health.”

How hast thou

Ere 1 have time for further question,”

he produces a familiar looking little
greenback, the sight of which makes my
heart jump; snd this time, without any
previous speech, he puts it iuto my hand.

It proves to be a passport made out
in the name of this same Nikor Andrei-
wviteh, traveling to Germany. I read the
description of myself as 1 now appear,
fn a sort of stupefaction. I cannot take
in my good fortune all at once.

Age—thirty.

Height—above average.

‘Eyes—brown. ~ i

Hair and beard—brown and curled.

Complexion—fair and fresh colored.

Nose—aquiline.

Grasping the precious talisman, and
realizing what it means to me, my ex-
citement becomes so great that 1 can
po longer sit still. 1 rise precipitately
and fall to pacing the floor; whilé’l yain-
ly struggle for speech. Joy and grati-
tude strike me dumb, and like a woman

the tears rush to my eyes and flow down-

my cheeks. 5 .

At length I go up to Yerack, and plac-
1lig my hands on each of his shoulders,
I look down info his broad, jovial face.
I'here comes a strange stir in it, but in
an instapt he jumps to his feet and
laughs boisterously.

“Ha, ha, ha! Come, friend Nikor, if
thou wouldst catch the evening express
in Vilna, thou must bestir thyself.”

Meanwhile I have suficiently mastered
my emotion to say:

“Yerack, my friend—my noble friend!
Thou wouldst escape my thanks. And
the gratitude of my life long is all I may
give thee. Generous Yerack; she, too
—how she will bless thee for what thou
hast done for us! Would that she. were
here to thank thee in her sweet, gracious
way |
» “Let be, let be, Thou canst not im-
agine how I have enjoyed this escapade.
To have tricked them so cleverly! " Al,
only to have seen the face of that wgrder
this' morning when he entered the cell!
Ho, ho! That skinny little prefect. How
small he would look when they told him
of the tragedy! How he wouild fume
and stamp! Oh, it is splendid, splendid!”

“But I want to know how thou camest
by the documents, and in so short a
time, too?' interrupts Kalatch, impa-
tiently,

Yerack gives a contemptuous snort.
“What a fuss thou makest about so
small a mattér!” he responds, “One
would think thou hadst been born and
bred a thousand miles from Russia, and
knew naught of the customs of the coun-
try. Roubles—roubles—roubles! What
is there in Russia that cannot be bought
with Russian roubles? 1 rustle a hand-
ful of dirty rouble notes, and without
i word of persuasion a government clerk
writes out the passport to my dictation.
A Holy Father prepares the other docu-
ment from oune he has in his possession
and hands it to me with a-‘Bless thee
my son!" And never a remonsatran ve
when I pressed a little token of my grat-
itude into his palm.”

“Thou must have spent a fortune over
me, Yerack,” I say remorsefully, The
weight of so many obligations oppresses
me. ’

“And if thou hadst knocked the life
out of me that time, as I deserved, what
use would my money have been to me
then? Moreover, I assure thee, that 1
speak truth when T say I have more than
I need. Trust Yerack for looking after
himself, He knows how far he can go.
And now here is for thy journey, and |
have done with thee.”

He takes a thick packet of notes from
his  pocketbook, and without counting
them divides them into two equal parts
and gives me ome. - Though I am obliged
to be still farther his debtor to the
amount of my journey, 1 shun to_take
advantage of such reckless liberality, 1°
begin to count the notes, resolved to ac-
cept what:I stand in absolute need of
and no more. They seem. to be all twen-
ty-five rouble notes. 1 separate four
from the bulk. -« 3

“These will more than suffice,” 1 say,
holding the remainder toward him. “It
is well for thee, my friend, that thy
head is firmly fastened on thy shoulders,
or thon wouldst certainly give it away.”

I try to smile at him as I speak, but
my trembling lips render the aftempt a
failure. N ) ey

His reply is to snatch all the notes
from me with comical fierceness, roll
them up, and stuff them into the inside
pocket of my kaftan.

“Euough of this fooling!™ he exclaims.
“Not another word will I hear on so
paltry a subject. What is more to the
purpose, let us settle what is to be done
next. It will be best that we part here.
Thou wilt go on foot into the town—
straight up this streef, taking the first
turn to the right, and in the market is
both the postofice and the postifg. sta-

crusl experience, mry friend.”

tion. Arrived at Vilna, drive direct to

the rallway station. With moderate driv.
ing thou wilt be there in time to catch
the evening express. And let me remind
thee who thou & Forget pot thy
priestly dignity. eep also a bold front,
for thou art secure. The passport will
assuredly be enough, but hesitate not to
show the leave of absence. The two
together will at once put to flight the
least shadow of doubt. There is just the
fact of thy having no luggage that might
arolse sus n. Here, too, thou canst
easily hoodwink them. Thou wilt de-
| geribe it—go to the luggage van for the
" pu of identifying it—excite thyselr,
get into a towering rage because it is not
there; threaten to lodge a complaiit
against the railway servani® for fheir
neglect in not putting it in the train
when it Is addressed and properly lahel-
ed; and _give special
orders as to the forwarding of it with-
out loss of time.”

“| promise thee to use my utnfost abil-
ity, brother,” I respond. “Nor am [ a
novice. 1 have had some acting to do in
my time."
“Another thing I would mention,"” re-
sumes the Cossack. “I fain would hear
of thy safe arrival. One line will be
Qnou'h-—-.Aﬂ'i'.d safe!l’ *All well what
thon wilt. Only address it not te me, [
am too well known for a scampi more-
over, 1 am under surveillance of the*po-
lice,” he chuckles, shutting np his lert
eve. “Let me see,”” he continues, with
sudden gravity. “From Vilna we pro-
ceed tosMinsk, on our way to the East,
Arrived at the Province of the Don,
where I am a native, we wi.ll pause until
1 have disposed of certain properties,
Our final destination will be the Kirg-
hez Steppes. There we will pitch our
tent. They will searcely follow us there,
Send, therefore, thy communication to
Minsk. I can always Induce some sleek
government clerk to call for it at the
postoffice and fetch it to me."”

Hereupon he  takes up the pen, -and
with great solemnity, forming each letter
with his lips the while, he writes on one
of the sheets of paper. It is.-a slow and
laborious task. 1 receive the paper and
read: “dimitri petrovitch herzen Minsk
post restante.”

* Yerack sticks out his lips and watches
me whilst 1 read i

“Thou canst make it out?
inguires,

“With perfect ease.
tinet.

“Now embrace me, my son, and go thy
way.”

We kiss each other on both checks
and he releases me. The same ceremony
4 is gone through with Kalatch. I thank
him for the service he has rendered me,
to which he will not listen.

“l was glad of a reason for pitching
up the accursed jub,” he says. “I could
not have stood it much longer.”

The Cossacks accompany me to the
onter door. I shake hands with both in
silence, fervently pressing the hand of
Yerack, and hurry away into the town.

Thanks to Yeraék's pass and letter, 1
am able to continue my journey withont
molestation. [ pass the frontier in safe-
ty, and, at last I am out of Russia, a
free man,

(To be continued.)

Yes?' he

It is very dis-

LITTLE TOES NOT NEEDED.

An Often Troublesome Member Has
Been Promounced Superfluous.

Unless there I8 a reform in the fash-
fons—in shoes the little toe will ere
many years be crowded out of exist-
ence. At first sight this will strike the "
average person as a consummation de-
voutly to be dreaded, but chiropodists
and physicians unite in the assertion
that people can get along very well
with but four tocs, Just as, according
to Darwin, the tall was crowded out
of the human bony skeleton many
ages back because It had absolutely
no useful function to perform; just as
the vermiform appendix, the only ap-
parent function of which s to necessls
tate dangerous amd expensive opera-
tions, will eventually find no place in
human anatomy, so, according to pres-
ent indications, the little toe must ul-
timately disappear altogether,

The conditions prevailing at the
present day are such, indeed, that but
a short period of evolution will be
necessary to bring about this radiecal
change in the human system. The lit-
tle toe is at its best In childhood, but
even theam it is seldom much more than
an apology for a toe, while it is a fact
well known to physielans that after a
certain age has been reached in ninety
cases out of a hundred the two end
Joints .of the toe become anchylosed—
that is to say, so united as to make
separate movement impossible,

Nor are these conditions brought
about entirely or even mainly through
modern methods of footwear, but are
more directly the results of the civil-
ized methods of locomotion,

Whether or not the big toe is all that
I8 needed In walking and running is a
question which has not yet been satis-
factorily answered, but the fact re-
mains that athletic Instructors and
coaches have universally striven to de-
velop the big toe at the expense of the
others in the training of fast runners
and football players, and to that end
the shoes have been made so narrow
that any possibility of using the little
toe has been precluded,

The modern method of walking,
howéver, Is really responsible for the
nonuse of the little toe. The full
weight of the body is thrown first on
the left big toe and then on_the right
big toe. If by chance the rest of the
foot Is allowed to participate In the
support of the body the little toe re-
celves less of It than any of the oth-
"ers. Ninety per cent of the shoes are
worn out considerably more on the
big toe side than on the little toe side.
Between the modern method of
walking and. the wearing of tight-fit-
ting shoes the little toe is doomed to
an early end. The disappearance will,
of course, be gradual. As the use of
the foot I8 moreé and more confined to
the big toe the little toe will slowly
but surely diminish in, gize with each
successive generation,

According to a physiclan who has
given the mftter some study, the proc-
ess of evolution will be something like
this: * The anchylosed joints of the
little toe, now wso common among
grown-up people, will begin to appear
in the newly born babe. From the
anchyloded member to the web toe will
be a short step. Cases will begin to
appear of the little toe and its fellow
urited by membranous tissues or car-
tilage, the little toe becoming smaller
in each successive generation, until it
loses all semblance of a toe and cou-
sists of a stump merely,

It Is estimated that by the begin-
ning of the twenty-first century, un-
lens some very radieal change is made
in footwear and locomotion, the eight-
toed man and woman w1l be the rule
and the ten-toed ones the exception.




