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NEWS OF THE WEEK

In a Condensed Form for Our
Busy Readers.

A Resume of the Less Important but.

Not Less Interesting Events
of the Past Week.

Russia scouts all talk of makinj
- Jpeace. ¥

The czar gave General Stoessel a free
hand. at Port Arthur to do as he
thoyght best: : =~ -

More charges of land frauds impli-
cate Idaho citizens, including Henator
Heyburn,‘lm Senator Clark, of Mon-
tana.

An Ohio river steamer blew up near
Huntingdon, W. V &, killing 16 people
and injuring 12 others. The steamer
and 20 barges burned.

Moreé than 500 delegates were present
at the opening session of the Ameriean
Forestry congress in Washington. Sec-
retary Wilson welcomed the delegates
and in his address’ advoecated needed
changes in’ present laws to protect the
forests and water supply.

There is a movement on foot to se-
eure legislation during this session of
congress that will abolish the isthmian
canal commission and place the con-
. struction under the direct supervision
of a board of engineers. It is under:
stood the president favors- this plan.
The present commission is fooling away
too much time gnarreling.

Bitter cold marked the incoming of
the new year throughout the old world.

A British steamer-has just arrived at
New York with a cargo of 1,100 tons of
European wheat.

The Oklahoma statehood bill will
‘come before the senate immediately
after the holiday recess.

Beveral torpedo boats escaped from
Port Arthur and took refuge at Shang-
hai just prior to the surrender of the
fortress.

Before surtendering Stoessel sunk
“the damaged warships in Port Arthur
harbor. Thé Japanese séverely criti-
cise this. ;

Now that Port Artliur has fallen the
bulk of the besieging army will be sent
north, but some of them will go home.
The army before Port Arthur is vari-
ously stated as ‘being between 70,000
and 120,000 men.

If Benator Mitchell follows the inex-
orable rule of seantorial etiquette, he
will not appear on the floor of the sen-
ate again until the eourts have taken
final action in the matter of the indict-
ment against him. . |

The cotton mill strike at"Fall River,
Mass., continues with both sides. deter-
mined not tg give in.

The grind of the Federal grand jury
Rgoes on, and another report for the
expectant public will soon be made.

Bilver is growing scarce. The price
has rdvanced, and the market is such
that the consumer waits on the pro;
ducer..

Chicago held memorial services De-
cember 30 in remembracne of the Iri-
quois theater disaster, the occasion be-
ing the first anniversary.

Preparations are being mdde at V1dd-
ivostok for the reception in the dry
docks of any of the Baltic squadron
that may need docking when the fleet
reaches that port.

The London ¢ity police have arrested
two members of an international gang
which for two or three years is alleged
to have been conducting extensive forg-
eries in £56 Bank of England notes.

Boston's submarine tunnel is open
for business. - The tube is a mile and a
half long, and connects Boston and
East Boston, running umierthe harbor.
The cost was three million dollars.
About three and one-half years was
consumed in constructing the tunnel.

L]
Owing to the crisis in Morocco, the
Frerich navy yards show great activity.

The Japanese attempts to raise the
Russian cruiser Variag have been dis-
continued. It will be impossible ts re-
commence work before spring, by which
time the steel plates forming the hull
will be useless. !

England is again enveloped in a
heavy fog and all ships;are detained at
the mouth of the Thames, unable to
proceed,

Admiral Kazankoff has been recalled
as Russian commissioner in the North
sen inquiry. and will be.replaced by
Vice Admiral Doubasoff, Sickness is
given as the reason.

The Montana agricultural exhibits at
8t. Louis are being packed for ship-
ment to Portland. 'The mineral ex-
hibit will leave Butte for the Lewis
and Clark fair shortly.

. Kuropatkin is absolutely certain that
he will ultimately win over the Japan-
ese, while the vice governor of Japan's
national bank says Japan must win;
that no sacrifice is too great.

The Colarado canvassing board has
given certificates of election to two Re-
publican senators, whose places were
contested by Democrats. Democrats
regard it as highly probable that Gov-
ernor Peabody will be reseated by this
actian . ;

Prince Yildaroff has been reported
as among the killed in a recent list sent
to 8t. Petersburg.

"The recent retivement of Rear Ad-
miral Silas Terry has resulted in the
promotion of Captain Joseph E. Craig
to be admiral.

An officer from an™ English steamer
just out from Viadivostok says no Rus-
gian torpedo boats have, arrived there
from Port Arthur.

Reports from points along the shore
of Lake Michigan indicate that the
damageé resulting from the storm wlil
aggregate $500,000.

SUMMARY OF THE TERMS.

Russian Officers Go Home on Parole,
Privates Remain Prisoners.

London, Jan. 5.—~The Japanese lega-
tion yesterday published the terms of
the agreement which served as the
basis of the capitulation of Port Ar-
thur. The agreement was signed’ by
the Russian and Japanese commission-
ers, representing Generals Stoessel and
Nogi respectively, and later by the

commanders in chief themselves, the
final consummation of it taking place
in the evening of January 2.

The agreement consists of 11 arti-
cles. BSeveral of them are of a purely
technical nature. The essential points
of the others are as follows: The en-
tire fortress, with' its surrounding forti-
fications, the ships still afloat in the
harbor and the wrecks of those sunk
and partly sunk, all arms and ammu-
nition, the military buildings in the
fortress and.forts as well as’in the old
and new towns, together with all other
government property, are to bé surren-
dered to the Japanese. The latter agred’
to respect and duly investigate all pri-
!‘r.tt_,e rights and claims. :

The Japanese reserve the right o
free action relative to their claims for
restitution and indemnity in the event
of it becoming established that any
forts, ships or other property were de-
stroyed after the signatures had been
affixed to the agreement. TFmpartial
investigation of the reports alleging
such violation of the proprieties of the
surrender is promised, and the Rus-
sians agree to co-operate.

The plans of the forts still standing,
destroyed or in the course of construc-
tion, the stock of torpedoes and mines,
the lists containing information in ref-
erence to the placing of mines on land
or sea within the confines of Port Ar-
thur, a8 well as the lists with the
names of all military and naval officers
engaged in the late defense, are to be
delivered without deductions and eras-
ures to the Japanese. | :

Thesoldiers, sailors and volunteers,
as well as the officials under Russian
jurisdiction, will become prisoners of
the Japanese. The officers and officials
will retain their.arms and private prop-
erty, however, in accordance with the
expressed wish of the mikado, as a rec-
ogintion of their gallantry in defending
the fortress, These officers and officials
are to be sent on parole to Russia..

As a guarantee of good faith, the
forts at Itseghan and Antushan, togeth-
er with other fortifications still stand-
ing, are to be surrendered to the Jap-
an¢se-not later than noon of January 3.
e — e

DOES MUCH DAMAGE.
Pty
Disastrous Fire in Plant of Union Meat
Company at Portland.

Portland, Jan. 4.—Fire raged in the
plant of the Union Meat company,
Fourth aand Glisan streets, from 11
last night to 3 this morning, complete-
ly gutting the building. Loss on. the
structure, which_ was 'a threestory
brick, is estimated at $100,000; and on
the contents $150,000. This is partly
covered by insurance.

Heated lard is believed to have start-
ed thelfire.. The flames burst out on
the third floor, directly over the engine
room?y en the fire was first- discov-
ered by &Night Engineer John Sleight,
the flames were leaping in every direc-
tion above and streams of ammonia
from the cold storage plant were drip-
ping to the floors below.

Close to the Fourth street side of ithe
building, on a track of the Sout
Pacific, stood several freight and refrig-
erator cars, ;

There was also a car of fuel oil. = It
stood where the flames were the hottest
and for more than an hour it was the
fear of the police and firemen that it
woirld explude aand deal death in every
direction. ‘ -

The flames leaped and burned furi-
ouely over_and around the oil tank, but
after an hour of heroic work the fire-
men succeeded in averting the danger
and saving the car of 0il. Those who
had to fight close to the danger ground
breathed a sigh of relief when they
drove back the flames and were able . to
turn their attention to the Building
proper,

Ready to Mediate.

Washington, Jan. 5. — President
Roosevelt has de¢ided that he will offer
his good offices to bring about peace
between Russia and Japan whenever
either party to-the conflict shall request
him to do so. He has heretofore in-
sisted that both parties must request
his good offices before taking any action.
This view has been modified so that
eitther can secure lis interposition by
asking it. The president does not
think any step in the direction of peace
will be taken in the immediate future,
probably two.or three months.

Heney Not Appointed. i
Washington, Jan. 5. — President
Roosevelt has not appointed Francis J.
Heney  district _attorney for Oregom, to
succeed John H. Hall, and no man will
be permanently appointed to that office
except a resident of the district of Ore-
gon. Judge Bellinger has authority
under the law temporarily to.appiort
a district attorney for Oregon while the
vacancy exists. If Heney has been ap-
pointed district attorney it was by Bel-
linger’s order, and the appointment will
héld good only until the president fills
this office permanently.
To Relieve Sufferers.

Wei Hai Wei, Jan. 5.—The British
steamer Andromeda sailed for Port Ar-
thur this morning carrying a large
quantity of medical supplies, appliances
and comforts far the Russisan sick and
wounded. The Andomeda had on
board two surgeons and eight tons »f
stores, including 350 beds and 100,000
pounds of provisions. Her was
shipped on board last night, foguﬁag
the receipt of efficial permission to sail
on the errand of mercy. - B

Japanese Occupy Forts.
Tokio, Jan. 5.—~The Japanese took
possession of a number of the forts of
Port Arthur today. The Russian offi-
cera an officials will be permitted to re-

turn to Russia upon parcle, the officers
retaining their side arma.

IN HANDS OF JAPS
© oy Ing [I!'?! Months.

—_—— o —

CAUSES GREAT JOY IN TOKIO

Stoessel Confesses He Fouud Further
Reslstance Was Only a Useless
Sacrifice of Lives.

New York, Jan. 8.— Port Arthur,
whose hills for months bave run red
with the blood of the bravest of two
warlike nations, has at last . succumbed
to the fierce tenacity of the Japanese
attack, General Stoessel, most stub-
born in carrying out the will of his
sovereign, has seen the sdvance of sthe
besieging atmy gain in momentum and
energy, until to hold out longer would
have been a crime against humanity.

" The conditions of the surreneder are
not yet known, but in all quarters it ia

anticipated that they are such as an]

honorable soldier may accept from a
brave and victorious enems.

At 9:45 o'clock last night.ithe com-
missioners completed signing of the
capitulation agreement. © Both armies
had suspended hostilities five hours
earlier. The city of Port "Arthur will
be occupied by the Japanese today.

The authorities at St, Petersburg, in
the absence of direct official notice
from Gereral Stoessel that Port Arthur
has surrendered, have not permitted
the nets to become publie. mperor
Nicholas is in the south of Russia, and
his ministers are for the time being in
the dark ag to what dispatches have
been sent to him from the front. Tokio
is the scene of rejoicing, people finding
in the outcome compensation for all
the sacrifice of life and money that was
entailed in the ten nionths’ siege. :

To what extent the fall of Port Ar-
thur will make for a - restorstion’ of
peace is an open question. There is
an encouraging note in the expression
of Baron Hayashi, Japanese minister
to London, of the ‘“‘hope that in some
way it will facilitate final peace.”’

Both in Paris and Londod it is ~be-
lieved that the squadron under Vice
Admiral Rojestvensky, which started
from Libau for the Far East three
months ago, wilk have to retrace its way
home, as an adherence to the original
plans would invite disaster without
probability of effecting a juncture with
the warships at present in the harbor
of Vladivostok. :

HALL 1S REMOVED..

N

Summary Action by the President in
Land Fraud Cases.
Washington, Jan. 3. — President

Roosevelt has directed the absolute re-
moval of John H. Hall, United States

district-attorney for the district of Ore-

gon. The action was taken at the re-
quest of Francis J. Heney, who was
been conducting, as the nominal assist-
ant of Mr. Hall, the land. frand capges
in Oregon.

The announcement of this action was
made by Attorney General Moody as he
was leaving the White house after a
conference with the president. *Mr,
Moady declined to say what the charges
against Mr. Hall were, if any, but did
say that it was for the good of the serv-
ice to dispense with him, particularly
in regard to the conduct’ of the land
fraud cases now being ‘itw‘wtigﬂul. v

Mitchell and Hermann Indicted.
rtland, Jan. 3.—The Federal grand
Ifilled the expectations of the
Ten  it® returned indictments
enator Mitchell, Binger Her-
mann and George Sorenson.  Mitchell
and Herman were indicted jointly and
are charged with having conspired with
all of the defendants heretofore indict-
ed to defraud the government out of
land gituated in township 11 south,
range 7 east, Sorenson is indicted for
having offered a bribe of 5,000 to Dis-
trict Attorney Hall on March 28 last,
when the indictment against the con-
spirators- who were convicted in the
recent trial was pending in the Federal
court.

New Navy for. Russia.
8t. Petersburg, Jan. 4.—With refer-
the
United States under a St. Petersburg
date fhat Emperor Nicholas has peti-

tioned the expenditure of £80,000,000
for rebuilding the navy, the fact is

ence to the report published in

pthat Russia’s naval program has not

yet been definitely decided or promul-
gated. All that is positively known is
that-the plans cover a” long period of
years. The absolute necessity of a sea
power is one of Russia’s latest lessons
of the present war.

New Zion in Mexico.
Chicago, Jan. 4.—John “Alexander
Dowie, in addressing his followers in’
Shiloh temple, Zion City, today, gave
defiinte confirmation of the report that

he proposes to establish a second Zion
City. The new Zion City will be locat-
ed-in Mexico, Dowie told his followers,
and will oceupy a portion of a tract of
1,000,000 acres fronting en the Gulf of
Mexico. He announced that he ex-
pected to have the modern Zion. City
in full operation before January -1,
1906.
Bay City Is Shocked.

8an ‘Frapcisco, Jan. 4.—This city
experienced & number of earthquake
shocks today. At 3:20 o’clock a severe
shock, which lasted for six seconds,
occurerd. At 4:25 o'clock and a few
minutes before 8 o’clock tonight other
shocks were felt.  The plate glass in a
few buildings was shattered. One of
the small towers on the city hall was
twisted.  Officials “ut the hall, how-
ever, say that the towbr was faultily
constructed. . T

Cold Suspends Mobilization.

8t. Petersburg, Jan. 4.—The intense-
ly cold weather which prevails in the
center of Russia has vansed a tem
suspension of thé mobilization and
movement of troops. Today the tem-
m'ltnnhlo degrees below Fahren-

t.

FIND THE TRUTH.

Defiver Election Frauds to be Probed
tfo the Bottom.

Denver, Jan. 4. —Stretching its hands
80 a8 to cast a shadow over €Very man
and woman in any way implicated in
e'eéction frauds in the eity and county

“|of Denver, on, before or after Novem-

ber 8, the supreme court has ordered
ban investigation so sweeping in ifs
scope that every phase of the election
may be scrutinized and everything that
bears upon it in any way may be made
known by judicial inguiry.

Alva Adams, Democratic candidate
for governor, who appeared from the
returns to have been elected,. but who
has deglared that he does not want the
office tainted with fraud, asked the
court to open every Denver ballot box,
but the order of the court goes beyond
| the mere —examination of ~the ballots
and provides for an investigation pf the
registration lists, t#® campaign expen-
diturres, and, in brief, all election
matters. Samuel W, Belford, attorney
for Adams, and Henry J. Hersey, at-
torney for the Republicans, asked the
court to make its order of such breadth
that the court nééd notstop at anything
in the investigation. The court gaid
that was what it meant to do, and in-
structed the lawyers toagree upon the
wording of the order, and present it to
the court for arpoval.

Chief* Justice Gabiert said  that
while the petition did not state facts
entitling the petitioner to such an in-
vestigation as proposed, the court had
decided that an investigation might
end in discovering the guilty personk
who were responsible for the commis-
sion of the gross frauds that had been
revealed in the cgntempt proceedings.
There must have been some persons be-
hind the election officers and others
who committed frauds, the court be-
lieved.

“GUILTY ONES DISCHARGED.
Ball- Cartridges “Among Blanks Are
Traced to the Packers.

Washintgon, Jan. 4.—A# the result
of investigation made by direction of
Genegal Crozier, chief of ordnance, it
has been ascertained that among the
1,750,000 blank cartridges issued last
summer to the regular *and militia
troops which took part in the manoeuv-
ers at Manassas, Va., and in California,
two ball cartridges were found, one at
the Virginia camp and the other in

California. The person who packed
the California cartridge was traced by

ly discharged. In the Virginia case it
was impossible to find the offefider.

Ag an additional precaution, all the
blank cartridge cases at the Frankford
arsenal have been overhauled ang
weighed, with the result that one  ba
cartridge was found. In that case the
person who packed the case was dis-
charged. - o

To guard against the possibility of
such an  occurrence, General Crozier
has directed that each box of blank
cartridegs shall be weighed before seal-
ing. The presence of a ball ecartridge
can be easily detected by this method.

"WHIP WIFE-BEATERS.

Washington Grand Jury Adopts the
" President's Suggestion.
Washington, Jan. 8.—The loeal

grand jury in making its final report

for the present term of the supreme

court of the District of Columbia today
recommended the establishment of
whipping-posts in the district. The
question has been much agitated ™ ever
sin¢e the president in his last annual
message recommended corporal punish-
ment for wife-beaters in the District of
Columbia. The fecommendation of
the jury was as follows:

““The efficacy of establishing the
whipping-post- as a means of punishing
wife-beaters and petty larceny offenses
has been investigated by this body, and
the majority of the members are of the
opinion that it would prove very effect-
ive in reducing the number of these
reprehensible crimes.”’

Bandits Are Supreme.

Parie, Jan. 4.—The measures con-
templated by the French government
for the security of the neighborhood of
the towns in Morocco have not yet been
completed, partly owing to the. fact
that there has not yet Deen the time
necessary for the purpose gince France
first undertook the task, and partly be-
cause many matters of detail remain to
be settled when the French repMesent-
ative, M. Saint Rebe Taillander, meets
the sultan at Fez at the end of the
month.  Oriental dilatoriness  also
counts for something in the delay.

Island Under Water.

Vancouver, B. C., Jans 4.—The
rich bottom land farms . of Westham
island; at the mouth of the Fraser
river, are all under water. Much prop-
erty has been damaged, and many head
of livestock drowned. Several breaks
occurred in the dikes surrounding the
igland last night, owing to the ex-
tremely high tide, toggether with "the
rough weather, and the water streamed
in on the farming lands all night and
now a great portion of the island is
covered to the depth of from three to
four feet.

Coal for Russian Fleet.

Bombay, -Jan. 4.—Russian agents
here are endeavoring to purchase 100
tons of coal and to charter vessels to
carry it. Up g the present no ship-
ments have been made, but it  is be-
lieved that the British steamer Henry
Bolekow, of 639 tons ret, owned by the
Bombay & Persian steam naviagtion
company, limited, of Bombay, ga
been sold to Russia. ' She has sailed
hence in ballast for Saigon, French
Cochin China. P

_ Two Cruisers Return.

8t. Petersburg, Jan. 4.—A
that the cruisers Orel and Izumrud, of
the second Pacific squadron, bave been
ordered to return is current here, but
lacks official confirmation. If the re-
port should prove true, Vice Adlﬁ!n:l
Rojestvensky may be obliged to await
reinforcements from the Third Pacifio]
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By Ord

By MARCUS

er of the Czar

A Story of Russian Power

EASTLAKE .

\
CHAPTER XI.

I hear once more the harsh grating
of a prison key behind me, and | am
fain to groan aloud gs 1 lean against
the wall.  All is dark before my eyes,
whilst my anguished soul cries, “Lost!
Lost! God-forsaken!"

Buddenly I feel a rough hand grasp
my shoulder. I am swung forward, and
find myself the center of a score of faces,
all peering and grinning into mine.

I realize that I am In & general cell:
that these are my fellow prisoners, and
| the wrathful blood leaps to my head. I
shake myself free and turn figrcely to see
who has dared to molest me. In my pres-
ent desperate mood 1 am not to be trifled
with, 1

My looks fall on a short, broad, pow-
erfully bullt man in the black sheepskin
eap J,o.l' a Cossack, ‘under which a palr
of bold eyes glitter and dance like wild-
fire. He stands before me now, with his
broad, brown hands on his sides, his body
thrown back, and both attitude and mien
bespeaking Insolent defiance.

“Confound your impudencel
mean you?' 1 roar.

“I, merely wish to look at you, broth-
er,” he replies with cool deliberation.
“1 am loterested, we are all lnterested In
our brother in affiction.”

“You lnsolent, presuming hound!" 1
gnash on him In fury. The laugh that
goes round makes “r{’]“. up like ofl on
flames. I make a rush so violently and
unexpectedly on the Cossack that he
staggers ‘back, and but for those behind
him would have fallen.

A hubbub of voices is ralsed: “Go on!
At him! Bhow your mettle, little tather!
Embrace, brothers! At him! At him!”

The Cossack has regained his balance.
His huge nostrils swell out, his breath
rushes through them with a snorting
noise like a horse. Ie bends his head
forward as does a bison preparing for
attack. In another momeut he has dart-
ed on me, and his preternaturally long
arms . encircle my middle like bars of
iron. ; -

“Bqueeze him! hug him! Well done,
Yeratk!” shriek the volces, accompanied
with such noises as iire used to encourage
fighting dogs. 1 draw In my breath, and
lifting the Cossack off his feet, fling him
from side to side to try aund shake him
off, but in vain. He clings to me like a
bulldog. 1 cannot fight a man whilst he
hangs to me like this, so we struggle to-
gether silently, neither gaining an advan-
tage for full five minufes; until a sudden
movement ou my part brings us both to
the ground,.l on top of my adversary.
And now be looses his hold, and instant-
ly L catch the gleam of steel!

My hand closes on his wrist like a vise.

What

fling It from me.
“Coward!” I hiss, aud deal him a blow
on the head that makes it resound, like

the cracking of a cocoanut against the
r.
His limbs relax. A deep groan escapes

his breast, and I am free to rise. I do
80, and stand gasping for breath and
looking down ®n my prostrate foe. His
jaw drops; and-his black eyes roll up, ex-
hibiting the whites, giving him the
ghastly semblance of death. And now
that my passion has spent itself, I shud-
der with disgust at my owy folly and
degradation. :

“I- fear you have finished him,” ob-
SErves some ome.

“SBerved him right!” growls another.
“He is a coward and .a traltor!”

“Yes, yes, serve him right!” join In the
rest. “You have acted like a true man!
You are of the right sort.”

Their compliments only Increase my
disgust. What care 1 for the opinion
of such as these? I make no reply, but
stalk over to the furthest corner of the
cell and fling myself down on one of
the inclined boards that are ranged round
the ‘wall. ;

I watch them draw the Insensible Cos-
sack to another board, and lave his
brow with water from a-pitcher, . Almost
immediately he revives and sits up, seek-
ing me with his roving eyes. When they
have found me, he rises and staggers to-
ward me.

“l am a houpd and thou art a brave
man!’ he says hoarsely. “Forgive me;
it was the evil one prompted me to uke
the knife. He had possession of me and
I knew not what I did!”

He waits not for my reply, but sud-
denly leaves my side, picks up the knife
from the floor where 1 had hurled it, and
returns it to me.

“Take it,"” he urges, “it ls thine! 1
smuggled it in concealed in the folds of
my sash., B8lay me with it If thou wilt.
My life Is thine!" -

As he speidks thus, his voice shakes
with emotion and his dark face works
strangely. I am touched with the man's
contrition in spite of myself,

“Keep the dagger,” I say, “it may be
useful to thee, and give me rather thy
hand!" .

“Remember my words: My life Is
thine!"” he reiterated. “Thou hasf bought
Yerack, body and soul.”

And_ without another word, - without
giving me the chance of expressiug the
regret that is on my lips, that I should
have takél his harmless sport so badly,
he goes back to his board and stretches
himself on it His fellow prisoners
crowd round him with questions and re-
marks, but hé regards them not, and
turning te the wall, remains perfectly
still,

In a few minutes they have forgotten
us both. A tall, lean Jew sits apart,
mumbling -to hlmself, and swaying his
body to and fro. Ere long the loud,
long-drawn snores of the Cossack min-
gled with the general din. .

Thus the weary hours flow sluggishly
merging into each other, untll a break
comes in the shape of a coiple of ward-
ers bearing an enorfmous pall of cab-
bage soup, whith they dole out to us in
tin vessels, and a basketful of black
bread, in rations,

I' had wondéred where 1 should ges
my next meal. Little thionght I that it
would be supplied to me free of charge
by the Russlan gevernment.

After supper the warders light two
oil lamps that hang high up against the
wall, They illuminate with a murky
wellow light the motley scene. For a
time the games are renewed; coarse jests
are bandied, followed by lond guffaws;
songs with rollicking choruses are sung
to the beating of feet;: then gradually
the boards are filled A few linger
wrangling over a game, until the dis-
puted point is decided by a majority. and
they too seek repose.

Vainly I toss from side to side. My
gloomy musings are interrupted by the
appearance of the' Cossack, gliding to-
ward me In the dim, yellow light. He
squats himself noiselessly en the foor
at my head, and gazes at me silently for
some minutes, 1 am the first to speak.

“I am sorry I hurt you,"” 1 whisper.
“Forgive me, Yerack! 1 might have tak-

en your harmless jesting in better part.”
“Name it not,” he whispers back. *“It

I wrench the weapon from his grasp and.

—_——— O T

would have served m.qﬁ’h hadst thou
dashed out my brains, . Wilt:thou tell
me;" he murmurs, falling into the fa-
miliar second person which seems nat-;
ural to him, “why thou art here? I
would help thee if I caun.”

1 hesitate. Shall 1 tell this man my
strange, eventful story? Though | know,
or think | know that It lies not In the
power of any man to belp me in my
dire strait, yet It Will be an unspeak-
able relief to me to unburden my mind
to a sympathetic listener, And there
is that in-this man's manner which in-
spires me with the conviction of his good
faith, -

“Hast thou heard of Viadimir Alexan-
drovitech Lubanoff 7"

He starts and stares at me. “All
Russia has heard of him,” he replies.

“l am he,”

CHAPTER XIi.
As I ‘wtter the words the Cossack
gAzes at me as if [ were a ghost. For a

moment he seems to be smitten dumb |

with amazement. His under lip drops.
Freseutly a flush of color rushes to his
Sswarthy cheeks and a strange light to his
eyes. He raises his cap and bows his
head before me as If I were a king.
“Wonderful! Wonderful!” he  mur-
murs. “l believed not the rumor of thy
marvelous escape. There Is truly poth-

ing too strange to happen In this stran-

gest of worlds, Tell me about it, I pray
thee."”

Then in low tones I relate to him my
history. Wheu 1 have come to an end
he clasps his brow with his broad" fin-
gers, and loses himself for fully ten min:
utes in profound thought. Bometimes he
draws a heavy breath, as one does when
encountering some obstacle that must
be overcome. At last he looks up.

“I have hope,”” he mays. “Be of good
cheer, my noble brother, . Listen,” he
says. “One of the warders about the
prison Iy a friend of mive. He is a Cos-

sacl¥ though he has donned the gov-’

ernment aniform, and we come from the
same district. My term of Imprison-
ment explres to-morrow, and If money
and old acquaintanceship fail to win
him over, I am uot the son of my moth-
er. | know my Cossack. 1 will arouse
In him “the slumbering longing for the
wild free life of the Steppes. 1 will
make the sight of a uniform hateful to
him, and discipline an unendurable yoke.
Then I will tell him of thee. The Cos-
sacks love generosity and worship brav-
ery; moreover, he Is ever ready for ad-
venture. Nor is gold without its charm
for him, and I have the wherewith to

L bribe him. . Ouly walt patiently uptil we

have laid our heads together and plan-
ned. And when time ls ripe we will
act!” 1

Again he wrinkles his brow and seems
to think deeply with his eyes on the
ground,-and again he bends toward me to
pour into my ear the result of his cogl-
tations.

“In a few hours, probably, thou wilt
be led before the Prefect for private
examination. Encourage the suspicion
that thou art an important political of-
fender, then they will most likely put
thee in a private cell—or, better still,
confess at once who thou art, and thou
wilt make sure of solitary confinement.
Under no cireunmstances canst thou gain
nught but time by withholding thy name;
it must be discovered sooner or later.”

“Be It 80,” 1 respond resolutely, *I
will follow thy counsel.”

At this juncture the gaunt figure of
the Jew rises Iin the opposite corner, and
his mumblings reach us. Yerack gives
my arm a squeeze. “Courage! Hope!”
he murmurs, ere he glides back to his
board. ’

. . . . . .

Yerack Is gone. He was removed
from the cell an hour ago, throwing to-
ward me a significant glance as he pass-
ed out. And now. agaln the door of the
cell is opened. This time for me, and I
am led“plong several corridors, down a
short flight of stone steps Into an ante-
room. I fibd myself standing at the. end
of a long table.

Opposite me in an armchair sits a
little, gray man, In the undress uniform
of a general. At a glance | ascertain
that the Governor occupies another arm-
chair somewhat apart and that Andrei
Plotrovitch and the two gendarmes who
took me in custody are also presemt,

The little gray man, who is of course
the Prefect, eyes me with severe fixity
out of a bush of fuzzy gray hair In a
manner that Is jptended to strikd “me
with awe. e

“In the first place,”.he begins, “please
to inform me whether the name on this
envelope,” here he lifts Maruscha's let-
ter from the top of some papers that lie
before him, “Waldemar Nicolaiviteh Alj-
kanoff, is your real name or an assuined
one "

“It Is an assumed
promptly.

“Humph!” he ejaculates. *“Ah—in
deed! _Perhaps, as you seem disposed to
be candid, you will also inform me by
what name I may with confidence have
the honor of addressing you?”

“Certainly, My name is

Alexandroviteh Lubanoff,”
“ If a smoking bombshell had fallen into
their midst it could not have created a
gfenter _sensation. An amaszed exclama-
tion arises to every lip, followed by a
stir- as of a sudden breeze aniong the
trees. Andrei Plotroviteh is the first to
break the silence that succeeds.

“Ha!"” he exclaims. *“Hluted I not so,
my uncle? 1 recognized him, and mine
Is the reward! You must coufess, Viad-
imir Alexandrovitch, that 1 recognized
you?' \

For reply I cast on him a look of scorn.

“Hold thy prating tongue, Andrei,” 1
hear the Governor whisper, as he flushes
deeply, “or thou wilt compel me to ex-
pose thy lies!”

Meanwhile the Prefect has recovered
himself.

“You admit that you are the Viadimir
Alexandrovitch who by some marvelous
mischance escaped the fate you so richly
merited 7" he questions.

‘A am that man,” T answeér firmly,
“who suffered—ay, suffered to the full
the death he was condoemned to die! I
wag huigl T endured the shame _of-it,
the pain of it, even to the final death-
throe! 1 satisfied justice that demanded
my life; for [ was dead. A Higher
Power than the mighty Czar himself
restored me my life! This lite 1. now
hold 1 declare to be mine by the gift of
God! 1 had a right to do my utmost to
preserve it, and he who would rob me of
it commits a theft on the liviug God!"

“The State of which you are the ene-
my, Viadimir Alexandroviteh, must de-
cide that question,” msays the prefect.
“Meanwhile we must- consign you to
prison until we have communicated with
the authorities in 8St. Pétersburg. Your
cnse is out of our jurisdiction. Your ex-
amination will take place where your
heinous offense was committed, and the

one, I reply

Viadimir

authorities there must pronounce . your

1 era, “Moses,"

sentence. Officers, 1 ithdraw your pris
Mt” .

The gendarmes are leading me away
when the Governor steps forward, and
taking one of them aside, says something
to him In a low, impressive voice. The
man salutes, and rejoining us, we pass
out. My guard conducts me to the right
and we enter another part of the prisou.
Here a warder joins ws and we tramp
on, the air becoming even more oppres-
sive with damp, the walls showing
patches of vivid green mould and gray
mildew as we advauncé.

At the extreme end of the corridor we
| bause at last. Ong of the heavy oaken
| doors is opened. /I enter a cell which
has the air of & charnel house. The
door shuts behind me with a groan, the
key is turned in the ponderous lock and
I am alone.

(To be continued.)

-

SHOWER BATH FOR FIBBERS.

Children of the Flowery Kingdom Do
! Strange Penance.
Among the many curious customs
“that offer such endless source of Inter-
esting study to the westerner traveling.
in Japan perhaps there Is none that
arouses his Interest so much as that
which obtalns throughout the flowery
‘kingdom among the rich and poor allke
of washing away their children's lies
by a species of shower bdth that is a
cleanser of the physical as well as the
moral being, says the Detroit Tribunes

Ablutions may play a large part in
every form of Japanese worship, Be-
fore the shrine which is to be found
In almost every home there {s a sort
of crude bathtub made In the stone
floor, —Fhe water for these ls suppiied
from pipes which send a heavy stream
down from the roof. Beated before the
altar In the middle of the “tub” the
prevaricating culprit 18 made to suffer
the penalty of his many lles,

The volulne of water comes dashing
down upon his defenseless head with a
force that would make a robust Ameri-
can lad “see stars.” But the Japanese
Har knows there s no other way to
appease the wrath of the Injured god
of truth, so he succumbs to the inevit-
able with a much bétter grace than
that* With”“ which his western brother
tnkes his whipping, and sits before the
shrine of his famlily divinity reading
aloud for the benefit of & number of
bystanders the long list of lies that has
brought him.to thls uncomfortable
pass.

The shrine before which this moral
water cure takes place resembles those
_whlch are so comrmon in the houses of
Catholle countries. The decoration of
flowers and numerous candles Is much
like that with which the plous Itallan
adorns the altar of the Virgin or “of
hiis patron salnt Only the hideous lit-
tle squatting figure of. the Japanese
god shows that this is an Infidel shrine.
In the morning tHe reverent head of
the house puts a cake, a little heap of
rice and a sprig of green upon the al-
tar, an offering Intended to propitiate
the god and draw down his blessing
upon. the famlly, When darkness
comes a little lighted lamp ls placed
beslde the idol to cheer him in the long
hours of tift night, during which, ac- -
cording to Japanese belief, he faithful-
ly guards the househbld from all harm,

TWO COMPOSERS.

Rossini Was an Easy Worker, While
Meyerbeer Was Strenuous,

Glacomo Meyerbeer went at every-. =
thing feroclously. The work of com: |
posing made him restless, excitable
and caused him many sleepless nights,
This condition was always worst in
the spring of the year. He did his best "
work when the wind howled, the raln
poured down In torrents and humanity
generally sought refuge indoors. Dur
ing such natural upheavals the great
composer was In his element. Deluged
with Ideas, his fingers charmed from
the plano the rarest and most wonder-
ful melodies.

Compared to Meyerbeer, Rossini was
an easy worker and always ready with
his pen, Some of bila ‘most charming
compositions originated under the most
commonplace circumstances. One day
while the composer was still abed en-
tertalning a few friends the pogt To-
tala brought him the words to the cele-
Lrated prayer song in*“Moses.” Ros
sinl read the text, and the poet, fear
ing some sarcastic remarks on the part ~
of the former, sald, “It took me an
hour to write these verses.”

“An hour to write such verses?"
cried Rossinl. “I'll set them to musle
in a quarter of an hour.”

He asked for pen and paper, and in
ten minutes, while his friends chaffed
the author, the great maestro wrote
that inimitable prayer song in his op-
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Cane Beats for Rallroad Cars,

Thie plush seat Is the central evil
which the Kentucky board Is attack-
ing. It has been placed under State
ban, and the boar® purposes to Indict
every railroad otficial it can reach In
‘the Btate who can by any possibility
be held responsible for operating carw
with such seat coverings. Elther leath-
er or cane Is permitted ns a substitute,
The requirement éxtends both to sleep-
ere and day coaches,

There is no question but that the

plush seat is one*of the finest recepta-
cles for filth that could be'deviged. The
dust that blows In through the open
car windows 3 eaught and held fast,
and if any disease germs are In the
alr they are pretty sure to find a ca mp-
Ing-out place on the plush until a hu-
man vietim comes along.
Leather seats are uot open to any
such sanitary objection, but they are
hot and often uncomfortable, and nst
at all to be compared for downright
ense with 4he cane seats, which are
used In tourist sleepers and the least
pretentious cars. Another good seéat
covering Is of linen, which can be tak-
en off and cleaned at frequent Inter-
vuls.—Chiecago Record, g
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Comparing Notea.

“What do. you do with
money " asked the married man.
“I'm saving up to get married,” re-
plied the bachelor. “What do you do
with yours?" - ;
“I'm saving it up to get a divorce,”
answered the married man,

your

r Caunght on the Rebound.
Blowboy (at summer resort)—I am
going to the post office, Miss Peachly,
Shall I ask for you?

Miss Pedtchly—Of course you may,
Mr, Blowboy, but It lsn't necessary to
go to the post office. You will find
papa down in the billiard room.




