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f Japen has outbid Russia for two war-
ships nearing completion in Italy.

I Postmaster Bancroft will not be
moved from the Portland postoffice.

Whatcom and Fairhaven have united
and will be known as Bellingham in
the future.

tionary governments and féreigners fear
they will suffer. ;

The Japanese commissioner to the
Bt. Louis fair says Japan will make no
eoncessions to Russia.

Ghouls robbed many of the dead in
the Michigan train wreck. The death
list has been swelled to 21.

Russia is not prepared for war and
may await a more favorable time, al-
though she is buying large quantities
of stores.

The Colombian charge at Washing-
ton has little hopé*of receiving a favor-
abile answer-and is preparing to close
‘the legation. . |

During the present session of cons

the mavy will be materially |

strengthened. When the additions al-
ready authorized ##é" completed the
'United States will have a more power-

ful navy than any, other nation except|.

Great Britain. +
Italy has recognized the new republic
of Panama. :
Japan will send a large lém to Corea
to end rioting.
A severe cold wave has sweépt the
Bast and Middle West, <

“Russia will probably modify her de- |-

mands rather than go to war.

Japan is buying large quantities of
lead for the manufacture of bullets.

The United States has ordered a gun-
boat to Corea to. protect the American
minister.

Efforte are being redoubled to have
China ratify the trade treaties with the
United States..

The Colombian charge will quit
Washington if Becretary Hay ignores
Colombian demands. -+~

Large patent medicine manufacturers
will, the first of the year, take meas-
ures to establish uniferm prices. E

clamation

4 Britain will aid Japan if she goes to

».ay . Eniough_constitnents of Democratic

- the noted Zienist and litterateur, in a

-r';ice, will visit Oregon and confer
with the people about irrigation pro-
jects. :

The Far _Eastern  situation is very
threatening. : i

war with Russia. i
The Coolmbian force which lan
on the Island of Pines will bave to go.

A lone masked man robbed a gambl-
ing room at The Dalles of about §1,000.

Chicago liverymen have decided to
fight the union hearse drivers to a fin-
iah. .

The bakers of Paris have gone on &
strike and the situation has assumed a
serious aspect.

General Reyes has warned Colombia
that war on Panamsa means war on the
United States.

The Yosemite national park éannot
be used as a storage reservoir for Ban
Francisco water supply.

Governor Taft has left Manila for the
United States. He wad given an en-
thusiastic farewell on leaving

Rear Admiral Walker believes force
of marines now at Panama is sufficient,
but two more batallions will probably
be sent. v

‘Colombians at Bogota are holding
nightly warlike demonstrations.

been let for the
Louis fair.

Thiecontract has
Alaska building at the St.
It is to cost §13,897.

European powers will endorse Amer-
fca if she refuses to allew Panama mat-
ter to be submitted to The Hague tri-
bunal.

Senator Hanna will retire as chair-
man of the national Republican com-
mittee and Roosevelt wants Root to
succeed him.

Rockefeller has just given Chicago
aniversity $1,5680,000,

Scenes at Washington resemble those
preceding the Spanish-American war.

The strike of Chicago hearsedrivers
econtinues to seriously interfere with
funerals,

Revision of the Dreyfus case and his
restoration to grade in the army #eems
assured.

Britain and France have redoubled
effortsa to prevent war between Japan
and Russia,

penators will demmand the passage of the
canal treaty to make it safe.

The powers will try to dissnade Co-
lombia from going to war. They have
notified her that she must expect no
help.’

MartinC oleman, a noted New York
fire fighter, and another fireman per-

ished in flames which caused & loss ol { ooy g twen recetved from Tow

$250,000.
 Reports from Hayti and Santo Do-
mingo show great unrest.

It hasb een practically admitted that
the war department will abandon Fort
Willa Walla. S

The United States will allow Colom-
bia to take the initiative for war.

The strike of hearse drivers in Chi-
cago has compelled the people to use
cars and wagons at funerals.

An assassin fired at Max Nordean,

Paris ballroom, but a friend saved him.

Chief Newell has given irrigation
committees to understand that Oregon

ARMY TO PANAMA.

QGeneral Staff Qives Orders to Prepare
to Go to the lsthmus.

Washington, De¢. 31.—The general
stafi;of (he armny today ordered troops
to prepare for a Panama campaign.
Soldiers at Vancouver, Wash., are
among those selected, as will be seen
i1he list, which follows:

Firsd, Fifth and Twenty-fourth bat-
teries of field .trtiller;., Presidio, San
Francis:o; Eighth battery of field ar-
tillery, Vancouver barracks; troops A,
B, C and D, Ninth cavalry (eolored),
Monterey, Cal.; troops I, K, L. and M,
Ninth cavalry, Presidio; Fifteenth in-
fantry, Monterey; Nineteenth infantry,
Vancouver barracks; Tenth infantry,
San Francisco; battalions of the Thir-
teenth infantry at Fort McDowell, Fort
Madison and Benicia ba racks, Cal.;
four companies of Sixteenth infantry of
Fort Slocum, N. Y., and eight com-

panies of (he same regiment at-Fort |

McPherson, Ga.
Lieutenant Colonel Charles Shaler,
who is & member of the general staff of
the army, and an expert on fortifica-
tions, has been ordered to Panama to
inspect the fortifications, and have his
report in Washington before General
Reyes, of the Colombian yrmy, who is
now here, can return.

These orders for prepa
sued today because the ge
been informed that Colo
troopé upon the isthmus
easily than was believed
General MaeArthur will’
of all matters on the Paci
return from Hawaii was

this purpose.

hurried for

- ;i‘.-
"ON WAR FOOTING.
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Japan Is Completing Final Preliminaries
—Britaln Wil Take Loan.
Yokohama, Dec. .31.—The govern-
mént is ¢ompleting the final prelinii-
naries for placing the country on a war
footing, Imperial ordances issued au-
thorize the government to make an un-
limited issue of treasury bonds to pro-.
vide war funds, creating a special coun-
cil of war, and fixing the imperial head-

— i B e R M A
In the event of war, if a special issue
of war bonds is made, it is understood
that the bnods can be- floated in Eng-
land, whence it is said assurances have
come that the money would be forth-
coming. .

“The ministers and executive chief dis-
cussed the situation for three hours
yesterday, but nothing regarding their
deliberations was made public.

The ordinance passed vesterday by
the cabinet council authorizing a guar-
antee of the principal and interest of
an issue of 10,000,000 yen debentures
for the purpose of expediting work on
the Seoul-Fusan railway, and which
provided for all possible military ex-
penses for the protection of the railway
and other interests, also anthorized the

] r []
the proceeds of the Chinese war in-
demnity, which hitherto has been de-
voted to educational and other pur-
poses, as a war . fund. In addition,
authorization is given to issue treasury
notés, repayable in five years, and to
raise loans repayable -in two years to
an unlimited extent.

ASKS FOR AMERICAN WARSHIP.

Minister Powell Deems the Situation at
Santo Domingo Orave.

Washington, Dec. 81.—With three
revolutions raging on the island, the
forces of Jiminez within four hours of
fanto Domingo City, and excitement
prevailing, Minister Powell thinks the
sitnation demands the presence of an
additional warship, and in a cablegram
dated yesterday appeals to-the state de-
partment for aid. In anticipation of
the crisis which appears to have ar-
rived the state department has already
taken steps to send apother warship to
Santo Domingo, and at its request Sec-
retary Moody yesterday cabled Rear Ad-
miral Lamberton, commanding the
South Atlantic squadron, now at Trini-
dad, to lﬁspllch one of his vessels _to
fanto Domingo at full speed to assiet
the gunboat Newport in protecting
Americans and other interests.

Admiral Lamberton late today cabled
the navy department from Trinidad
that he has sent the Scorpion to rein-
force the Newport in Domincian waters,

Soldiers Travel In Boxcars.

Victoria, B. C., De¢. Dec. 81.—Num-
ber 83 company, Royal Garrison artill-
ery. 113 strong, left for Hong Kong on
the steamer®Empress of India today,
being relieved by No. 58 company,
which arrived from Halifax tonight.
The change s made in the regular
schedule of garrison changes and has no
bearihg on the Far Eastern crigis. The
comany which came from Halifax came
in boxears fitted with, hammocks, in-
structions having been given to test
that mode of travel. The men found
the arrrangements comfortable.

Lepers Found In Lincoin.

Omaha, Neb., Dec. 31.—A special to
the World-Herald from Lincoln says:
Residents near Ninth and H streets to-
day reported to Health Officer Rhode
that 25 Russians living in the vicinity
have leprosy. The alleged lepers re-
turned from the beet fields a week ago.
The informant reported that a physic-
jan had tried to rent several rooma for
a eanitarinm in which to cure the lep-
ers.  The Russians have been doing
washing in families in the ecity. The
Lauthorities are investigating the mat-
ter. .

a iy of

Canal Party Wins Oreat Victory.
Panama, Dec. 831, —Heavy rains have
been falling here for several days, caus-
ing severe damage to telegraph lines.

Santos or Chiriqui provinces. From
other provinces confirmation has been
received of the overwhelming triumph
of the mixed candidates proposed for
membership in the constitutional con-
vention by the patriotic committee,
which endeavored to choose men favor-
ing the ratification of the canal treaty.

Offers Him Dawson Consulship.

Washington, Dec,’ 31.—Lodis A.
Dent, register of wills of the District of
Columibia, called on President Roose-
velt.today, and talked over the recent
action of the president in displacing
him, and naming Corporal Tanner as
his successor, The president has ten-

will not get any money for a year at
loaat.

dered to Mr, Dent the position of con

FEAR FOR - JEWS
‘_“3—.——-—-1

SECOND MASSACRE AT KISHINEF

APPEARS VERY PROBABLE.

7

January 7 Has Been Set as the
Jewish Socleties Wil Appeal
Rooseveit —Harmony Club of Seattle
Asks Al of Chiet Executive in Be-
baif of Those Threatrned.

Washi , Dec. 80.—Witn the
view of enlisting the immediate and ac-
tiye interest of the United States
against the reported contemplated mas-
sacre of Jews in Russia on January 7,
the Russian New Year, Simon Wolf,
representing the United Jew societies,
tomorrow will lay before the state de-
partment an appeal “in behalf of his
people representing to him-thus to be
threatened. Bdess
Following his  visit to the state de-
partment, Mr. Wolf will be received by
President Roosevelt, at which time the
whole subject of the status of the Jews
in Russia will be discussed.

" Seattle Club Makes Appeal.
Seattle, Dec. 30.—The Harmony club

of Seattle, composed of 314 of the most
prominent Jews in this city, has sent

and | messages of appeal to President Rooge-

velt, the members of the Washi
delegation in congress and William R.
Hearst, of New York, asking aid and
intercession in behalf of the Jews whe
are in danger of a massacre in Kishinef,
January 7. The t*t the telegram
to the president which is indorsed by
Gevernor MeBride, of Washington, fol-
lows:
““The Harmony club, consisting of
314 Jewish citizens of Seattle, ap
to your excellency to intercede in be-
half of Jews of Kishinef, threatened
with massacre January 7.

““Harmony Club.
“By M. Summerfield, chairman."

AGAINST REPEAL OF umi LAW,

Mondell Argues for Amendment of the
Timber and Stone Act. |

Washington, Dec. 30.—~Representa-
tive Mondell, of Wyoming, chairman-of
the irrigation committee, today ap-
peared before the public lands commit-
tee and presented an argument in favor
of a meodifieation of the timber and
stone act. He stoutly opposed the out-
right repeal of this law or its radical
modification, for he showed it was. the
mainstay of the national irrigation act
and afforded the great bulk of money
that is converted into the reclamation
fund. He furthermore asserted there
| has been no such extensive frauds per-
petrated under this law as has been
represented by certain department offic-
iads and in the newspapers. :
Mr. Mondell believes the timber and
stone act should be amended so as to

* Jolotte’s Pate, *Little Sweethear!,” * Lottie, the Sewing @irl*™
:Mdm" * Wedded to Win," “Diana
Thorpe,” * Nera's m.'_’ Etc.,Ete.

CHAPTER XVI.—(Continued.)

On that morning she had received her
first terrible punishment, that of allow-
Ing cold water to fall upon her head for a
certain length of time, and she shudder-
ed even then st the recollection of that
torture.

Bhe knew that the edict must have
gone forth, that the doctor must have re-
celved orders fr¢m the Captain to com-
plete the terrille work, and there were
times when a nameless chill crept over
ber frame at the bare thought of being
made mad. :

[ Up 4o _this time, in the nildst of these

“horrors’ she bad maintained her reason
simply-because of her strong Wwill, but
none knew better than Nora Warner that

ere many wWeeks passéd, if this water tor-

stark, staring mad as any inmate of the
place. -

Captain Grant had realized that he
had made a false step in wedding her—
for she was really and truly bis wife—
and his only remedy for it, seeing that he
had other plans jn view, was to shut her
op in this mad-house, and leave the rest
to the doctor, who knew his business
well.

Escape was the only thing that occu-
pled her mind besides those ideas of re-
venge upon the man through whose vil-
lainy she had béen incarcerated in this
frightful abode. Plans feasible and oth-
erwise filled her brain, and, as she com-
prehended what a terrible state her af-
fairs were in, she can be pardoned for
weeping bitter, scalding tears.

Examination showed to her that there
WAas no)hope of escape so far as forcing a
way out of the asylum was concerned;
whatever she did would have to be ac-
complished by subtlety and cunning.

The doctor had been careful enough to
have the bars at the windows secure
enough to resist the efforts of the wildest.
maniae, and her puny strength would
have availed nothing. True, she had a
small bottle of aquafortis secreted on
her person, which she had secured when
free so ms 1o be ready In case of recap*
ture and Incarceration, but her cell was
quite a distapce from the ground, and]
"dhe could concelve no way of loweéring
herself, even should _she be so fortunate
as to-break the stout iron bars with the
use of the acid. -

Thus it was she saw ‘mo teasonable
plan open before her by means of which
she could hope to escape from the demons
who held her—escape fromi the terrible
fate that, like a great abyss, seemed
yawning to engulf her. 5

She saw the sun sinking toward the
west with mingled feelings, such as can
only be experienced and-appreciated by
one who stands behind prison walls, look-
ing out between Iron bars, and surround-
ed by all the horrors of a private mad-
house.

Her meditations were interrupted. The

permit the government to realize a
higher price for its—public timber land
in Oregon, Washingon and California,
where this land is worth more ‘than
$2.50 an acre, but he stoutly objects te
having the price raised on timber lands
in the inter-mountain states.
Chairn an Lacey, of the p:.bllq lnn'(il
d d t -

committee, also ad c

sion. He llorpc-d to the repeal of
the timber and stone act but is willing
to see the law amended so the govern-
ment will derive a reasonable price for
its timber lands. He thinks a fixed
price per acre cannot be agreed upon,
owing to the varying value of timber
lands in different parts of the West.

TO'AID AMERICAN SHIPS.

Strong Effort Wiil Be Made for Bill Con-
cerning Philippine Trade.

Washington, Dec. 30.—Unless there
is some unforseen opposition, it is
more than probable that the present
session of congress will enact some leg-
islation for the protection of American
vessels trading with the Philippines.
It was eaid today by an officer of the
Newport News shipbuilding company
that Senators Frye, Lodge, Hanna and
other powerful leaders intend to push
the bill recently introdunced by the
Maine senator providing for such pro-
tection. The bill is radical in its pro-
visions, and inflicts as a penalty to for-
feitme of any cargo brought to the
United States from the archipelago ex-
cept in American vessels. “The bill, if
passed, is to go into effect on July 1,
1904. d -

QOorge In the Alleghany.

Pittsburg, Dec. 30.—The recent cold
snap has made dangerous the ice in the
Alleghany river. At Rosston the gorge
is an immense affair, being packed to
the bottom and extending 16 miles up
stream. It was formed during a thaw
and the ice, breaking into small pieces,
has packed all the way to the bottom,
offering resistance that can scarcely be
overcome. The water is now backing
up and spreading over the lowlands.
The gorge at Springdale still holds and
but little ice is floating in either the
Alleghany or Monongahela rivers,

No Bribes Are Glven.

Panama, Dec. 30, —Elections of mem-
bers of the constitutional convention
took place today in every part of the
republic. The results are not yet
known, but telaprama from the interi-
or report the apparent triumph of the
candidates proposed by the popular
junta composed of Liberals and Con-
servatives., For the first time in the
history of the isthmus, the elections
in the city of Panama have been con-
ducted without any attempt at bribery’
or other irregularities.

Purchase ol Tacoma Site Urged.

Washington;—Deg; 30.=Representa~
tive Cushman today appeared before the
general staff of the army and urged a
favorable report on the project to pur-
chase the American lake camp site,
near Tacoma. He was assured his re-
quest would have early consideration.
Cnshman also urged the interior depart-
ment to reconsider its ruling that there
is mo authority of law for erecting new
buildings at the PuyaHup Indian school.
This will bg taker under advisement.

Japan Trying to Buy Warships.
London, Dec. 30.—Japan is negoti-
ating for the purchase of the Argentine
warships Moreno and Rivadavia, now
building at Genoa, Italy, but the Jap-
anese legation hasnot heard of the com-

TATTIT -

back to her the immediate situation, and
she turned ‘just ip time to see the deor
open and the figure of a man enter,

He was a new hand—at least she had,
pever seen him before during the long
period of her stay at the asylum, though
be ‘might have been engaged during her
absence. "

In statare he was rather tall, and his
dress and looks proclsimed him a ruf-
fian, while there was something about
Fhis language_ that spoke of ‘a previons ac-
quaintance with the Green Isle.

His tface was dirty and red, the latter
probably the result of debauchery, and
there was a half-comical leer in one of
his eyes that would have made some peo-
ple laugh and others shudder, according
to their disposition.

Norn could not understand the tremn-
bling that seized upon her as she gazed
upon this terrible looking creature. What
did it mean? Was intuition telling her
that she was to meet her death at the
hands of this villain? He advanced to-
ward her, and she shrank back, appalled.
What new system ng‘lorture was about
to be applied te her¥® —

She watched him with startled fyes as
he held up his hand, pressed his finger to
his lips, uttered the one word “hist!” and
then, gliding to the door, bent his head
in a listening attitude, Did he mean to
muarder her, and was he listening to make
sure that no ¢ne approached?

Again he turned and advanced, Was
did "her horror-siricken eyes deceive her?
She tried to ery out, but her tongne clove
to the roof of her mouth, and her limbs
seemed paralyzed. He stood before her
now; his arms moved. Ah, what sen-
tence was he about to promounce upon
her? . A

“Nora!" 3

CHAPTER XVII,

When that one word fell from the lips
of the keeper, Nora Warner uttered a
low ery, in which was blended amaze-
ment and joy. She had expected some-
thing terrible to happen, but in the place
of it something wonderful had occurred.
Never would she have penetrated the
disguise assumed by the other; but when
he ‘spoke a light dawned upon her soul,
for only one man ‘in the world could
speak her name like that.

It was Jack!

When he left the widow and Carol, the
man had immediately turned his steps
toward the mad honse on the Potomae.
When he gazed upon those grim walls,
and saw how almost impossible it would
be for an inmate to escape from them
without outside influence, he began to,
despair, but, remembering what he was
working for, he began his labor at once.

In the end he succeeded in being hired
by the doetor in the place of a man who
had been recently discharged. Evidently
it was the ferocious look of the new
keeper that had been his best recommen-
dation in the eyes of the mad-house doc-
tor, and, knowing this, the disguised
Jack gave him to nnderstand that he was
by nature quite a bloody minded rascal,
ready to obey all orders without ques-
tion.

He had already been in the institution
two days, and his sonl was sickened by
what he had seen. The doctor had-hired
him for a speciak purpose, and as yet he

{had not been required to indulge in any

work, though he accompanied the other
keepers 80 as to familiarize himselt with
the inside arrangements of the asylum.
One of the men complained of feeling
sick on this evening—the resuit of a
powder which Jack had cunningly mixed
with his supper—the latter had volun-
teered to visit the patients in his stead,
and leave them the frugal repast. that
was intended to be their supper. Thus
it was he entered the cell-in which wa
confined the young girl. .
When Nora realized' who it was thus
stood before ber in disguise, and that Jove
for her had beem the object o lead him
on, she felt her heart fill with rapture,
“Oh, Jack, you have come to save e,
to take me away from this terrible
place!” she cried,
They could nét say much, for the time

sul at Dawson City, Yukon.

{

pletion of their purchase,

ture were continned, she would be as|

that a grin of triamph on his face, or |

of some one overhearing them, but Jack

told her to be ready and expecting him

at any minute. When he stood in the

doorway before leaving, he called back

the one encouraging word:

“Remember!"”

He did not see the dark form that had

come to a sudden halt down the passage

and stepped into an alcove. It was Dr.

Grim, Sl

“Remember what?’ thdt worthy “mut-

tered to himself as he watched the mew

keeper go on down the corridor; “he

came out of her cell, too, Besides, it

seemed to me | missed his usual accent
in_that word, ~Yes, I shail-remember to-
keep a watch on your movements, Lanty

O’Shane, and if you trip up, so much the
worse for you." >

;Thus Jack ‘was shadowed. The doctor
was too shrewd a man to let the other
keepers know that he suspected the new
man, fog~his influence over them would
be gome. Already they feared the bogus
Lanty O'Shane, who could tell such ter-
rible stories about himself, and seemed
ready to back up the argument at anya
time, that they instinetively acknowl-
edged in him a leader, and were ready to
give him the allegiance inspired by fear.

It chanced, however, that Jack was
very circumspect in his actions. Per-
haps he had caught the cunning eye of
the doctor fastened upon him. At any
rate, as time passed on the master of the
mad-house found nothing to complain
about in his actions, though he did pot
give up watching him entirely. Y

Nora Warner now lived in an agony of
suspense, She feared for the safety of
her lover much more thap-she had done
for herself.

There were times when a fierce joy
would sweep over lier as she realized how
pear he was to her, this noble man who
loved her so well that he had taken sides
with- her against the one to whom she
owed such a debt of hatred.

She watched for him continually, and

yet guarded well her feelings, for unless
she was careful his betrayal might come
through her, and should such be-the-case;
she would die of sorrow,
+ Whatever plans Jack had formed he
had to be so careful in their carrying out
that time passed by, but Nora, conscious
of his strong presence, and the fact that
he was ‘risking all for her“sake,- felt her
spirits buoyed up:” -

Twice again had she suffered the ter-
rible torture of the falling water npon
her head. Heaven alone knows what the
result might have been but for that one
thought ever before - her—the fact of
Jack's presence under the same roof.

On the second occasion she had fainted
dead away, and when Jack came to visit
her in the efening—he mandged to have
the keepes remain sick—he saw from Ler
pale face that something was wrong.

When he finally managed to force the
story from her, he was filled with the

lowed Roger Darrel in the direction of
the haunted mill, he knew just where his
child had beén hiddén away, and had hur
ried on as fast as possible.

In' common - with others, Lawrence
Richmond had beard of the widow whe
occupied the old mlil, but he had never
paid any attention te the gossip that was
circulated concerning her, and the fact
that she never seemed to want for any-
thing so long as money would buy it.
He was enraged at the idea of bis child
being eapried off in the audacious manner
she had béen, and then keptiso close to
home. In his anger, he forgot that Carol
was of age, and that the law could rot
and wé‘lﬁd not help him in the matter.
When he found himself-fice to face
with' the mysterious widow, he saw with
some satisfaction that e evidently seem-

| ed disturbed by his presence, and the fact

gave him pleasure, s
“Yes, it is Lawrence Richmond, mad-
am. ~At last I have found you out. By
tracking young‘Da¥tel 1 have struck the
bower to which he carried her. Do not
attempt to deny it, madam; my child is
here!” he thundered.

Atrfirst she had suspected that he® had
t recognized her, but was immediately re-
assured on this point by his words,

“l shall not attempt to deceive you;
Carol has been here., Bhe is out for a
walk mow, but will be back soon, when
you can sée her if you wish. ‘'We have
nothing to fear, from you, Lawrence Rich-
mond, for the girl is of age, and no long-
er subject te your authority, Go your
way, or remain and see her if yon will.”

He started at sound of her voice, as
though memory had given him a stab,
and yet just then he could mot compre-
hend why he should act thus. -

His keen eyes seemed to search the
face of th#“woman, but she was so utter-
Iy changed from the ome he had loved, yet
sent from him, that not the faintest glim-
mer of the truth penetrated his brain,

“You talk boldly, madam, Perhaps yon
forget the difference in our station. You
are. poor and friendless, I the rich and
powerful Lawrence Richmond, of Rich-
mond Terrace, Which do you think
wonld have the most influence in court?’

The question was cruel, but the widow
only smiled, as though ready to meet It.

to me, Lawrence Richmond. The Terrace
is mortgaged to its full value, and any
day "the real owner may foreclose. In-
deed, it has been a source of wonder to

“{'you-for a year past why he has not done

so, This was one reason why you wish-
ed your daughter to . marry Captain
(Girant. You believed him to be wealthy,
Ltie heir.to vast estates, Had you.let
him know the truth ou your side, he
would never havé troubled you about
your daughter's hand, for he believed her
to be an heiress.”

“Woman,” gasped the old man, “how
know you this? [ supposed there was not
i soul in the world -acquainted with the
facts save my lawyer and Lionel Mars-
den, to whom the mortgage . belongs.
What witchery is this? Am I to be ruin-
ed by a babbling tongne? Surely heaven
punishes me terribly for that mad act of
the past.” h

He almost groaned these last words,
and she knew to what they referred, for a
low exclamation fell _from her lips.

(To be continued.)
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STEALING IN CUBA BEGINS
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greatest horror and Indignation, aud
vowed that not another night ghould pass
without his making an attempt to save
hér from this place of horrors.

“ Fortunately for them they 'Ff"’“' low,
for just outside crouched the mad-house
doctor, and his keen ear was bent to-the
key-hole. He could anly hear ‘the mur-
mur of voices, but the very fact of hiw
new keeper, the bloodthirsty fellow whom
be had hired especially for any work of
an extra severe nature, being engaged in
a conversation with Nora Warner was
enough to exeite his suspicions.

y These were partially allayed upon hear-
ing the curdes honest Jack gave went to
when he learned what torture the wom-
an he loved. had already submitted to,
though, of course, the doctor was mnot
supposed to understand what it was
brou;pt them from the lips unused to
swearing. .

The mad-house doctor was a man far
above the average in cunning, and, once
his suspicions in regard to the mock
keeper were aroused, he was like a tiger
in the watch,

Although Jack was not fully conscious
of being watched, except on general prin-
cipfes, he was very careful in his hetions
fearful lest all might be discovered at :bc;
last minute,

The night fell. Gradually the noises
of the house died away, for the doctor
was severe in his rules, and if his most
{unruly patients persisted in making night
hideous with their wild shrieks, he quick,
Iy discovered where their particular fear
lay, and treated them to a dose of it ane
til they learged to obey.

Jack entered the cell just after the
hour of midnight, fully prepared for the
venture. He found Nora Warner ready.
Bhe had been in a fever of impntieml-t
and anxiety, fearing lest some little thing
which they had not counted on would oc-
cur to mar their well-laid plans,

Jack had observed the way well, and
had even gained a couple of keys which
would aid them in reaching the yard at
least, though the great gate would still
bar their way, unless they could discover
where the key was kept.

Softly they glided from the cell and
along the corridor. Suddenly the death-
like silence was broken by a terrible
shriek as some madman awoke from his
awful dreams, and so highly strung were
her nerves that Nora could not but utter
A Cry.

Out of the mad-house they passed, and
across the yard. The moon was shining,
and the trees cast gaunt shadows upon
the white ground. They came to the
gate, but a hurried search failed to dis-
close the key. What was to be done?

Even whil'e they stood there, irresolute,
a low, mocking langh smote on their ears,
and, turning like a flash, they saw the
mad-house doctor standing within a few
yards'of them, an ‘evil smile on his face.

A4 almost the same instant the great
bell in the tower clanged out its wild p-
peals of alarm,

All was lost!

CHAPTER XVIII.

Strange things oftem come to pass In
this queer world of ours, but never could
anything happen more singular in its va-
tare than the meeting, face to face, of
Lawrence Richmond, the man of strong
impulses _and_fierce passions, with the
woman wim had been his wife, and yet
upon whom his eyes had never once fallen
during the past fifteen years.

Between those two, though they seemed
gseparated by but a step, lay a chasm so
deep that it would have been almost im-
possible to have crossed it. This was the
pit time had dug and over which even
love had not built a bridge.

She knew him at once, but as for him,
he had not the remotest suspicion of the
truth as heé stood there, .

That this kind-looking, elderly lady,
from whose life his hand had driven all
happiness except what she drew.from
within, was his wife of the past, was
something that did not enter his mind
just then, so that he had not a glimmer
of the truth, and was all yaprepared for
what was to come, )

Oit for Town Illumination Is Per-
" quisite of Mayor,

“Thé effects of the American occu-
pation of Cuba are being rapldly ef-
faced,” sild a man who until *ecently
was one of the officials helping ¥o ad-
minster the government of the island.
“l don’t “predict revolution and civil
war and all that sort of thing, but I
say that Cuba will not be long In
forgetting the lessons she learned
since -Bpain gave way to the United
States. A good many of° the sanitary
improvements and municipal regula-
tions are disappearing, and in a year
or two we shall see the same old Cuba,.

but allee samee, free and independ-
ent.

“Just to give you an example of the
way things are going, I will relate
what happened in a town not far from
Havana. During Amerlcan occupa-
tion the streets of the Island were
lighted with oil lamps set upon lamp
posts, "as -is the case in many small
towms in this country. For the past
three years the people have had well-
lighted streets at night and we
thought they had grown so accustom-
ed to our methods that they would con-
tinue them when we left.

“But the lights in this town were
11"1‘ burning three nights after the
fl'amf had been turned over to the
Cubans. I knew that a carload of oil
had arrived ‘at this town only a day
or two before we left, and A8 A mat-
ter of mere curiosity | went out there
}n see why the streets were not ]lgméd
I'he oil had disappeared from the mu;
nicipal warehouse, but I had no trou-
ble in locating it at several stores
the proprietors of which sald they had
bought the illuminant from the alealde.
I then went to the alcalde and expected
to receive a denial of the story told
by the merchants. Instead of this, he
unblushingly admitted his appropria-
tion of the oll, and said that under the
Spanish regime it would have been
on€ of his perquisites, and he thus re-
garded it.° T unofficially reported the
matter, but nothing wil be done about
it. The grab for these ‘perquisites’ s
going to cause trouble In Cuba, for
all-will want their share.”—Washing-
ton Post.

Wild Ducks Are Cantiouns.

It seems almost certain that the
rlur:ks change their line of flight, aveid-
ing to some extent the lines where thelr
danger is greatest. It Is certaln, for
instance, that Canada has better shoot-
Ing than Michigan in the Lake St, Clalr
district, for the reason that Canada
gives six wm'lgs or more protection and
the ducks are not frightened away by
an early bombardment, In consequence
the kill in Michigan has declined, while
that across the river is as good as of
yore,

Likewlise one sectlon of Wisconsin,
once famed for Its great flights, now
has scarcely & duck:  Yet the couniry
round about has not suffered corre-
spondingly. In the S8andusky {0.) shoot-
Iing grounds was a similar example.
Formerly the law permitted duck
shooting as early as Sept. 1. A pum-
ber of the clubs took advantage of the
early weeks.~ The Ottawa Club and
one or two others declined to shoot
until later, with the result that whemn;
toward the season’s close, ducks were |
growing scarce on neighboring pre-
serves the Ottawa men had the best of
shooting.

virtwe proving her own reward, siys
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