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PRESIDENT CONGRESS
Chief Executive Delivers 

Annual Message 

AN ABLE DOCUM ENT

SPEAKS OUT HIS VIEWS IN 
PUL LANOUAOE.

FORCE-

rara Ravtatoa sf Tariff »■
WMcb W H Not O tot«* foe Coamtry

la Irrigation Mattor-M arta  
Bo (Uvea Needed Laws.

e M O M I M M M m M r t M M
TMB MBMAOB AT A 0LANC8.
Build tathmiao canal.
Perfect public land laws.
Protact game on Io n s ’, reaervea.
Give Alaska needed legislation.
Craafe a SJeratary of commerce.
Extend free rural mall delivery. 
Katabliah reciprocity with Cuba. «. 
Irrigation act ehould receive attention 
Organised capital and organised labor

must work together for the good of the 
nation i^Mr Ml

International arbitration should ba 

A general staff ehould be kt the head
^ ^ » . a j o y i n g  «refer tomrty
**CunTroi o f  oorporatlone ehould be In 
the hands of the government.

Build up navy so as to be able to iri-at 
-------- --- r - ----------- J featurMonroe doctrine as cardinal 

our foreign poMey.
Revise tariff laws 

lness demands, bu

ere of

'la w *to  the extent of bue-
__ __ e, but do not Jeopardise

the workingman or country in general.
A ll future financial legislation should 

look to an Interchangeable currency, 
convertible late gold at the w ill of the 
holder.

Washington, Dec. 3. «— President 
Roosevelt’s annual address to congress 
was read in both houses yesterday. 
Following is a synopsis of the docu

To the

to solve on lines of sanity and far­
sighted common sen« ae well as de­
votion to the right. This te an era of 
federation end com bination.

Often iaed capital and oragnlzed 
labor alike ehould remember that in 
the long run the interest ol each mutt 
he brought into harmony with the in 
terest of the general public; and the 
conduct of each must conform to the 
faadamental raise of obedience to the 
law, of individual freedom and of jus­
tice end fait dealing toward a ll. Bach 
should remember that in addition to 
power i t  must strive after the realisa­
tion of healthy, lofty and generous 
ideals. Every employer, every wage 
earner, must be guaranteed hie liberty 
and his right to do ae he likes with bis 
property or bie labor ao long ae be 
does not infringe upon the right- of 
otnerg.

I t  is earnestly hoped that the secre­
tary of commerce may be created, with 

cabinet. The rapid mnl 
lions affecting labor 

growth andjoomplexity 
of the organisations through which 
both labor and capital now find ex 
pression, the steady tendency toward 
the employment of capital in huge cor 
poratione, and the wonderful strides 
of this country toward leadership in 
the international basins« world justify 
an urgent demand for the creation of 
■ ich a poeitidh.

I  hope soon to submit to the senate a 
reciprocity treaty with Cuba. Ob May 
20 last the United States kept its prom 
1m te the island by formally vacating 
Cuban soil and turning Cuba over to 
those whom her own people bad chosen 
as the first officials of the new republic.

Cuba lies at our doors, and whatever 
affects her for good or for II I affects us 
also. So much have our people felt 
thia that in the Platt amendment we 
definitely took the ground that Cuba 
must hereafter have closer relations 
with ns'than with any other power.

As civilisation grows warfare becomes 
is and less the norifaal condition of

a seat In the cabinet 
liplication of quest 
and cap ita l, the grot

tlv
ate and house of representa-

We still continue in a period of un­
bounded prosperity. This prosperity 
Is not the creature of law, bat nn- 
doabtedly the laws under which we work 
have been instrumental in cresting the 
conditions which made It  possible, and 
by unwiM legislation it woold be easy 
enough to deetray it. There will un­
doubtedly be peripds of depression  
The wave will recede, but the tide will 
advance. This nation is seated on a 
continent fianbed by two great ooeane. 
I t  is composed of men the descendants 
of pioneers, er, in  a sense, pioneers 
them « Iv re ; of men winnowed out 
from among the nations of th e  old  
world by the energy, boldness and love 
of adventure found in their own eager 
hearts. Such a hat ion, so  placed/w ill 
surely wrest suocess tram fortune.

In  my message to the present con­
gress at its first session I  disenoeod at 
length the question of the regulation of 
thoM big corporations which are popu­
larly known ae trusts. . . . .

Our aim ie not to do away with cor­
porations; on the contrary, these big 
aggregations are an inevitable devel­
opment of modern industrial ism, and 
the effort to destroy them would be 
futile unlew aooompliahed in ways that 
would work the utmost mischief to the 
entire body politic.

I  believe that monopolies, unjust 
disci iminations, which prevent or crip­
ple competition, fraudulent overcapi­
talisation, and other evils in trust or-

Cdsations and practices which iniur- 
sly affect interstate trade, can be 

prevented under the power of congress 
to “ regulate commerce with foreign na­
tions and among the wvsral states.”  
I f  it prove impossible to enact •  J » *  
that will regulate these corporations, 
then, assuredlv, we should not shrink 
from amending the constitution so as 
to secure beyond peredventure the pow­
er sought.

Stability of economic policy must al­
ways be the prime economic need of 
this country. This stability should 
hot be foMilisation. The country hae 
acquiesced in the wisdom of the pro­
tective tariff principle. I t  is exceed­
ingly undesirable that this system 
should be destroyed or that there 
should be violent and radical changes 
therein. Our past experience shows 
that great prosperity in this country 
has always come under a protective 
tariff; and that the country cannot 
prosper under fitful tariff changes at 

-abort intervals. I t  is most earnestly 
to be wished that we could treat the 
tariff from the standpoint solely of our 
basins« needs. The well being ol the

I)
foreign relatione. The last eentnry has 
seen a marked diminution of wars be­
tween civilised powers; wars with no- 
civilised powers are largely mere mat­
ters of international police duty, essen­
tial for the welfare of the world. 
Whenever possible arbitration or eome 
similar method ehould be employed in 
lieu of war to tattle diffleutie* between 
eivilisnd nations, although as yet the 
world has not pn greased snScinetly to 
render it po sible or necessarily desira­
ble te invoke arbitration in every caee. 

The congress has wisely provided

Mas deiiv«y service to an
long« hi the experimental stags; it has 
become a fixed policy. Tfce results fol­
lowing its introduction have fully justi­
fied the congreea in the large appropria­
tions made fqr its establishment and 
extension.

Few subjects of greater import­
ance have been ta ken  up hy tlie con­
frere in recent years than the inaugu­
ration of the system of nationally aided 
irrigation for the arid regions of the 
far west. A good beginning timrein 
baa been mad*. Now that this policy 
of national irrigation has been adopted, 
the need of thorough and scientific for­
est protection will grow more rapidly 
than erac through out the public land 
states.

Legislation should be provide«] for 
the protection of the game, and wild 
creatures generally, on the forest re- 
serves. The sensele« slaughter of 
game should be stopped at once. It  is, 
for inatauca, a serioue ounat against 
our national good sense to permit the 
present practice of butchering off snub 
a stately and beautiful creature as the 
elk for its antlers or tasks. a

Bo far as they are available for agri- 
cu’ture, and to whatever extent they 
may ba reclaimed under the national 
irrigation law, the remaining public 
lands should be held rigidly for the 
homebuilder, the settler who lives on 
bis laud, and Mr "no one else. In  their 
actual use, the desert land law, the 
timoer and stone law, and the com­
mutation clause of the homestead law 
have been so perverted from the in ten 
tion with which they were enacted as 
to permit the acquisition of 
of the public domain for other than 
actual Mttlers and the consequent pre­
vention of settlement. Moreover, the 
approaching exhaustion of the public 
ranges has of late led to much discus­
sion as to the beet manner of using 
th e «  public lands in the west which 
ere suitable chiefly or only for grating

In  view of the capital importance of 
th e «  matters, it  might be well for 
commission of experts to investigate 
and report upon the complicated ques­
tions involved.

I  especial lv urge upon the c-ingress 
the need of wise legislation for Alaska, 
ft ts not to our credit as a nation that 
Alaska, which hae bean oars for 38 
years, should still have as poor e sys­
tem of laws as is the case. I t  is a ter­
ritory of great size and varied re­
sources. well fitted to support a large, 
permanent population. Alaska needs 
a good land law and such provisions for 
homesteads and pre-emptions as will 
encourage permanent settlement. Wo 
should shspd legislation with a view 
not to the exploiting and abandoning ol 
the territory, but to the bollding up of 
homes therein. The forests should be

ï j
r

foe building atonce an IMhadan crtaT. protBcUd, „ j ,  M  .
if possible at Panama. The atterney important matter, the game also. Laws

Panama canal ccmpeny. > The work 
ehould be cirried oot a« a continuing 
policy without regard to change o! ad-

kan galmon fisheries against the greed 
which would destroy them I t  would 
be well if . a congressional ooinajittee 
coaid visit Alaska and investigate 1

mi | . trattoti; and it should ne begun heedfob the ground.
under circumstances which will toake 
H a  matter of pride for ail administra­
tions to oontinue the policy.—

Of Porto Rieo it is only necesewy 
say that the prosperity of the island 
and the wisdom with which i t  has been 
governed have been such as to make it 
serve as an example of all that is best 
in insular administration.

On July 4 last peaes and amnesty 
were promulgated in the Philippine 
islands. Borne trouble has sinoe from 
time to time threatened with the Mo­
hammedan Moras, but with the late 
insurrectionary Filipinos the war has 
entirely closed. Civil government hae 
now been introduced. Not only does 
each Filipino enjoy each rights of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness as 
be has never before known during the 
recorded history of the islands, bat the 
people, taken ae a whole, now enjoy a 
measure of self government greater than 
that granted to any other Orientals by 
any foreign power, and greater than 
that enjoyed by any other Orientals 
under their own governments, save 
the Japanese alone. Too much praise 
cannot be given to the army for what 
it has done in the Philippines, both in 
warfare and from an administrative 
standpoint, In preparing the way for 
civil government; and similar credit 
belongs to the, civil authorities for the 
wav in which they have planted the 
seeds of self government in the ground 
thus made reddy fcr them.

The army has been reduced to the 
minimum allowed by Law. I t  Is very 
small for the else of the nation, and 
moat certainly ehould be kept at the 
highest point of efficiency.

A system of maneuvering our army 
in bodies of some little size has been 
begun ami should be steadily continued. 
Without eu.b maneuvers it is folly to 
expect that in the event of hostilities 
with any serious foe even a small army 
corps could be handled with advantage.

Onr officers and enlisted men ire

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
White House Dec. 2, 1902. 

appromiiation£'ì>or northwest.

wage earner, like the well being of the suoh that we can heartily take pride in
tiller of the soil, should be treated as 
an ereential in shaping our whole 
economic policy. There mast never be 
any change which will jeopardise the 
standard of comfort, the standard of 
wages of the American wageworker.

One way In which the readjustment 
sought can ba reached is by reciprocity 
treati« . They ean be used to widen 
our marseta and to give a greater field 
for the activities of our producers, oa 
the one hand, and on the other hand 
to secure in practical shape the lower­
ing of duties when they are no long« 
needed for protection among onr. own 
people or when the minimum of dam­
age doae may ba disregarded lor the  
sake of the maximum of good accomp-

them, but they mutt be thoroogbly 
trained, both ae individuals and in the 
mess. In  the circumstances of modern 
warfare (be man most act far more on 
his own individual responsibility than 
ever before, and the high individual 
efficiency of the unit Is of the utmost 
importance.

I urgently call yonr attention to tbo 
need of passing a bill providing for a 
general staff end tor the reorganisation 
of the supply departments on the lines 
el the bill propueed by the secretary of 
war last year.

For the first time in ouy history

Congress Will Be Asked to  Continue Im­
provem ents on Pacific Coast. 

Washington, Dec. 3.—The secretary
of the treasury today submitted to con 
grass an estimate of the war depart 
meat for an appropriation 6f 9560,000, 
for continuing the improvement of the 
mouth of the Columbia river, and 
9100,000 for carrying oa tlw  work of 
opening the Colombia river between 
The Dalles and Celilo. Both these 
works are now under the continuing 
contract system, and appropriations 
therefor w ill be made in the sundry 
civil b ill. ,

On these estimates ae a basis, the 
three mem here of the delegation wh« 
are here today express themselves ae 
very ready to support such appropria­
tions, and w ill urge their incorporation 
in fall in the bill to be introduced late 
in the session. I t  is the concensus of 
opinion that the amounts here recom­
mended are a ll that w ill he needed to 
carry the work of improvement daring 
the ne/t fiscal year. These works do 
not depend upon the regular river and 
harbor bill.

In  addition to the above items tne 
secretary et the treasury baa made the 
following estimates

Completion of extension of Portland 
postoffice, 9175,000.

F or“
tions Cepe Bianco and Yaquina, Or., 
94,500 and 94,000, respectively.

Improvements, Salem Indian school, 
9100,350, of which 991,850 is for sup­
port and education of 560 pupils, 93,000 
for extending the water system. 92,000 
for a new dairy building, 92,600 for a 
barn, and balance for improvements 
and salaries.

The usual amounts are recommended 
for maintaining the several Indian 
agencies of Oregon, Washington and 
Idaho, and for the a«ay offices at 
Seattle and Roim City. A lump sum 
of 910,000 ie needed for general Indian 
expenses In Oregon, 917,000 in Waah­
ington and 910,000 in Idaho.

To establish a lighthouse at Everett 
harbor, Waehiugtoh, 9>0 000. For ee-

keeper’s derailing at light sta-

m anso vere on alagar scala are being ubliehing a lighthouse on Bnrrow'a

would be both unwise and un- 
sary at this time to attempt to 

reconstruct oar financial system, which], 
hae bean the growth of a cent ary; hat 
eome additional legislation is, I  think, 
deairahto. I t  is suggested that all 
future legislation on the subject should 
be with a view of encouraging the use 
of each instrumentalities ae will auto­
matically supply every legitimate de­
mand of productive industries and of 
commerce, not only in the amount, 
bat in the character of circulation ; and 
of making all kinds of money inter­
changeable, and, at the will of . the 
hold«, convertible into the established 
gold standard.

How to secure fair treatment alike 
for la b «  and capital, how te hold in 
cheek the Unscrupulous man, whether 
employ« or employe, without weak­
ening individual Initiative, without 
hampering and cramping the industrial 
development of the country, is a prob 
lem fraught with groat diffieulUaa and 
ana which to of tk

It

held under the immediate command of 
the admiral of tbo navy. Constantly 
increasing attention ie being paid to the 
gunnery of the navy, bat it  is yet far 
from what i t  should be.
.. There should be no halt in the work 
of building up the navy, providing 
every yiesr additional fighting craft. 
We have deliberately made our own 
certain foreign policies which demand 
the poewmion of a first clam navy 
The isthmian canal w ill greatly in­
crease the efficiency of cur navy if the 
navy is of sufficient eiM; bnt if we have 
an inadequate navy, then the bollding 
of the canal would be merely giving a 
hotoage to any other power of superior 
strength. The -Monroe doctrine ehould 
be treated ae the cardinal feature ol 
American foreign policy; but it  would 
ho worse than Idle to assort it  unless 
we intended to back it ap, and it can 
he backed op only by a thoroogbly good 
navy.

The striking increase in the revenues 
of the postoffico department shows 
eie«ly the prosperity of oar people and 
the increasing activity of the baainrea 
of the country.

island, Washintgoa, 916.000.
fo r keeper’ s dwelling, Robinson

point Washington, 94,000.
New works, Puget sound navy yard, 

9310,200. Maintenance of yard, 
976,000.

For improving Tacoma harbor, 9100, 
000; Alaska lighthonses 9360,000; 
lection  of Alaska seal fisheries, 912,- 
950; protection Alaska salmon, 97,000; 
supplies for natives of Alaska, 916,000. 
with other routine appro; rlaUpaa.

Dane«, Dae. S — A spaeial to the 
Nows from Lamar, Colo., eaye that 
while pursuing throe men suspected of 
having held up and robbed the post­
master at Carleton, near hare, Sheriff 
Frank M. Tate and Deputy i .  H  
Fristne same suddenly apon the met 
encamped this morning. The latter 
opened file npnn the offlews, wounding 
Tate is the arm. Frisbie’*  horse was 
shot from and« h i« . The three 
men escaped. Ae soon as the affair 
became known, •  large band of eow- 
boye, heavily armed, took the trail.

(Copyright. 1802.)
- -  CHAPTER IX.

X Rescued and Lost 
The trapper followed

foot of the rlmrocko Ing to rebett a trap which he would 
draw from Its hiding place from be­
neath the sands or wire g«***- " e 
Vraa not Infrequently rewarded by find­
ing an animal in the Je<» of *  
cowardly gnawing at Ito own Hnprts- 
oned limb and attemptlM: to skuiir 
away at his approach. These pelts, 
which were usually carried to a safe 
biding place, added to the luggage on 
b it back containing freah baits for 
his traps and food supplies, made hlJ 
burden quite a.heavy one, but It did 
not cause him to abandon his W in­
chester, revolver and knife, which 
were hla constant companiona—and 
they were not carted for ornament 

Toward night he decided to climb 
to the top of the rlmrocke and takei a 
survey of the country. Away to the 
west he saw the moving forms of Fol­
lett and his companions, as their 
horses jogged along, leaving a cloud 
of dust behlatrthem. He brought bis 
field glasses to his eyes and surveyed 
the men tor a moment and the thought 

in through hla mlad: ‘’Wonder what 
_.nd of deviltry that Dan Follett ts 
out on for hla master thia tim et’’ 

Hammeraley had beheld the victim 
of these two men too long not to sua- 
pect every move they made to be a 
wicked one. . . . .

" If  you knew how hot your trail Is 
getting, Dan Follett, you would hunt 
a colder-one, but I  hope to see the 
same rope hang you and your mas 
ter.’’ said the trapper half audibly.

The trapper looked down at his 
Winchester and shoo* his head hes­
itatingly saying. "No, no, let ven: 
gee nee come In the proper manner.

Aa he turned in disgust hla eyes 
fell upon another ob.lect, far away 
on tke opposite aide of the rlmrocks. 
A great cloud of duet rose behind It 
and the word “«nakea’-’ -escaped hie 
lipa. Bringing hla glass to play, he 
was no time In making out the char 
acfer of hla party. After surveying It 
carefully he remarked. "Old Kgan has 
been at work again." Then he ex­
claimed. as he looked through his 
glasses. “A girl captive, as sure as 
1 live. Ah Egan stealing horses has 
become too tsme for you, has tt? You 
pre not. satisfied with providing your 
stomsehes and means of locomotion, 
and the hasatd of occasionally killing 
a man whb feststs you. but now you 
have gone and.-taken some innocent 
white girl.” . . *  -

" I am not the law. neither should I  
attempt to punish you for vour num­
erous crimes, for I  rather like to see 
you harass the Lord of The Desert oc­
casionally—he deserves It. but I  pro­
pose to took Into this caper of yours.”

As the trapper watched the course 
the Indian party was taking he saw 
at a glance that tt was making for the 
watering place that night, near the 
plctare rocks. He wag first to arrive 
at the place end secreted himself In 
a crevasse of the rocks near the top 
and watched their approach, having 
selected a place from which he could 
observe the camping grounds about 
the watering place.

The reader Is familiar with what 
took place from the time of the ar­
rival of the Indians until the Inter­
ference of the trapper, for It was he 
who assailed Old Egan when the lat­
ter laid hts wicked hands upon the 
person of Bertha Lyle.

Old Egan was strong and firm  hut 
the trapper was active and wiry. 
With the advantage, too, of having 
taken the Indians by surprise he soon 
tcye him from the girl and hurled him 
to the grbund. But as the cry made 
by the warriors as they came to tbe 
rescue of their chief warned him that 
he had not the time to finish settling 
accounts with his antagonist. If he so 
desired, he seized the girl hy the hand 
and led the way Into a crevasse In the 
rlmrocks with which he was familiar. 
As they passed into the recesses t t  
the rocks, he heard exclamation)« 
from the Indians which alarmed hint 
as to his Immediate fntnre course 
with the girl. They had recognised 
him and knew where he lived, and to 
approach his home with her would be 
difficult should the Indians attempt to 
guard It. He was not long In doubt 
on this point, for he heard Egan give 
directions for them to go Immediately 
to the trapp«’s place and guard It 
until he came.

If  once hidden In the home In the 
same room ae that occnpled by the In­
valid, he never feared for the danger 
of her rescue, for the passage to thia 
room was ao secret that no one had 
ever been able to find tt. though In hts 
absence hla borne had been visited by 
Indians and whites, and ransacked 
many times.

It was easy to discern from the 
shouting of the Indiana that while a 
part of the band, headed by Old Egac 
were on their way to the trapper's 
home the others were recklessly try­
ing to follow hts trail, for knowing hla 
marksmanship the man who trifled 
with him knew the risk he was taking 
But the Indians knew that as long aa 
he could prevent It be would never 
fire a gun, while the girl was In his 
company; that this would endanger 
her life by drawing the fire to her.

A ft«  going a long distance through 
the crevasse made by nature's great 
up heavcl In the long  past. H am m era­
ley led the way Into a secluded place 
which he thought was unknown to any 
except himself. •

As he and his companion seated 
themselves the shouts of the Indians 
came to their ears from the distance. 
The girl was the first to break the ul- 
lence.

Do you live in this country, my 
dear preserver?" she Inquired.

When he laformed her that he did. 
le said: *T have an nncie some­

where on the desert; his name is 
Lyle. Martin Lyle. Do you know 
him?*’ The trapper nodded In the 5f
firm alive

"Oh. if  we conld convey word to 
him." she said, "he would come im­
mediately to our rescue."

Strong as was the trapper’s hod 7 
and steady ae eras his nerve, he felt 
hla whole frame yield, with a shudder 
when he learned that hie companion 
was Bertha Lyle, and of the narrow 

m she had had. ^Then she had 
hurriedly told him her history and 
the incident of her capture by the In­
dians he fett relieved that she ha«l 
fallen Into no worse hands than Old
Egan's. 

T» take her to his homo that night 
through the Indian searching periv 
would he too hasardons He eonld 
make It atom, but he doubted the 
gfrl’e ability to climb among the rim- 

toep har footing to tho
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crevaMes. although she had shown a 
wonderful spirit of coolness and 
strength during their recent adven­
ture. The trapper was q u irt to come 
to  a conclusion. He decided to go 
and get bin rifle and secrete his lug­
gage, and steal Into his homo with 
tho girl the following day, making as 
much of the way that night as pos­
sible. So leering her In the cavern 
he went on hie mission, at the Mme 
time avoiding the savages who were 
skulking among the rlmrocks and 
making a diligent search of every 
nook and corner.

The trapper was not gone more 
than two hours, though hts course 
was a round-a-bout one, t and to hla 
surprise and dismay on hla return the 
girl was not to he found.

1 z
CHAPTER X.

A Surprise and a F ight 
Egan rose from the stunning blow 

given him by the trapper and quickly 
comprehended tho situation. When 
he ascertained that his late antagon­
ist had escaped with the captive, he 
knew that he had a difficult task be­
fore him. The Indians knew of Ham 
meraley from one end of the desert 
to the other and his prowess struck 
them more forcibly than any other 
characteristic of tho man. W hile 
they had never come In contact with 
him before In cunning they knew that 
he was familiar with every trail of 
the desert and with every crevasse 
and cavern among tho rlmrocks. And 
now that they were tn the vicinity 
of his home they knew that he was 
still more familiar here than they, and 
that it would take quidk work to res­
cue the captive before he reached hfs 
home among the rlmrocks. I f  once 
there he could stand out against a 
larger band of Indians than Egan’s 
pyeeent detachment, and. Indian 
gkeity suggested proper tactics in­
stantly.

Egan ordered four of his best 
scouts to attempt to follow the fu 
gltlves while he and seven of his war­
riors made straight for. the trapper’s 
quarter* to get possession, intending 
when the trapper arrived with hu  
prise. In case they were not appre- 
hemftd by the trusty scouts, to cap­
ture the two.

Egan had left his horses tn rare of 
a warrior, and the'chief and his com 
pantons had proceeded on foot. He 
knew that the trapper cared nothing 
for the horsee, and thajj he and his 
men could make better time on foot, 
and. besides, they had to cross the  
wail of rlmrocks in order to reacn 
the trapper’s  place of abode. They 
moved off in a trot, traveling in this 
w a v u n 111 a late hoar tn the morning.

It was almost daybreak when they 
ascended the rlmrocks, surveyed the 
horison and descended to the oppo­
site side. They saw the rocks that 
overhung the trapper’s home 
placed themselves a *  ^sentinels at a 
safe distance from the entrance and 
warded every path that led to the 
place. Indian courage was not great 
enough to Induce them to e n t«  this 
place by night. While they had made 
e quick trip from the scene of the 
previous night they knew that It was 
possible that the trapper had made 
a quicker one. They had. from a lack 
of knowledge of the country, been 
compelled to take a round-about way, 
while the trapper could have come a 
stralghter course, doubtless, and ar­
rived first. They doubted this, how­
ever, as he was burdened with hts 
companion, provided the Indian 
scouts had not overtaken them, and 
they had great hopes of finding the 
place vacant on '  the following 
morning, and either take the two 
prisoners before or after they 
should eater the place. I t  we* 
Egan’s Intention to enter the 
place If It proved to be unoccupied the 
following morning, provided the trap­
per did not fall Into thelrhanda before 
that time, and then surprise him upon 
his arrival. I f  his scouts should suc­
ceed In capturing the girl, for this 
was all they desired, they were to 
signal the chiefs detachment at the 
earliest opportunity. Thug Egaa and 
his men concealed themselves Smong 
the rocks In front of the trapper’s 
cave and Waited for developments.

Daylight comes on the Oregon des­
ert almost as quickly as darkness. 
AS som as the sun sinks behind the 
distant rocks night Is upon the des­
ert as If a light had been extinguished 
In a room; and daylight comes with 
a flash, as It were.

The sun rose above the level 
horizon as if it  had popped out of 
the Muds, and soon peeped over the 
rlmrocks. Old Egan and hla war­
riors. cold and still, as the rocks 
among which they lay, were eagerly 
peering through the eage brush to 
discover If there was any life about 
the trapper's home. For rome mo­
ments everything was quiet and the 
old chief was planning for a more de­
finite reronnolter. It  was still shad­
owy about the entrance of the cave 
and nothing ccrald be but dimly seen. 
The door at the entrance was closed 
and the marauders were coming to 
the conclusion that they had out- 
traveled the own«. They were soon 
surprised, howev«.

The door opened suddenly and a 
stalwart man of the desert walked 
out carelessly, and uncovered, as If 
he had n ev«  thought of dang«. A 
hist, passed down the line of war­
riors. unconsciously, but almost loud 
enough to he heard by the frontlere- 
man. But not suspecting danger he 
strolled nut Into the sage brush, sur­
veying the country about him. One 
common thought took possession of 
the Indiana. Quickly every man 
reached to hie quiver, drew an arrow 
and placed it to the string of his bow. 
CareleMly the white man strolled on. 
Nearer and nearer he came.

Indians tn the bitterest warfare pos­
sess some policy and some sense of 
reason. The first thought of all 
was to shoot the man down and then 
rash into the eave-house, secure the 
girt and proceed on their journey. 
But Old Egan reasoned. To kill the 
ttapper. who was the friend of every­
body. and had not an enemy on the 
desert, and who had never crossed 
his path before, did not seem to him 
exactly right. To rash upon him and 
capture his* hy force and then bind 
and leave him so he could not pur­
sue them after they had retaken their 
captive was the plan that suggested 
Itself to him.

Bat wise plans are often thwarted, 
when the frontiersman had . ap­
proached a little nearer to the left 
there was a "swish," and he fell to 
the ground pierced through the heart 
by an arrow. A young warrior near 

resist the teaptattoR aad fired the

and quick aa he had fl*«d
the shot he rushed upon his victim 
with scelphig knife la kand.

A loud "Ugh" rose from the Indiana 
id they rose from behind tho rocks 

and rushed to the teens of death.
exulting end eome showing 

signs of disapproval, while old Egan’s 
face wore a sign of dteappolntment. 
But before they had reached hts slle  
the young murderer clinched hie vio- 
tlm's hair aad waa already twining 
a scalping lock about his- fingers. 
Before the knife had touched tho 
scalp, however, a rifle rang out a 
sharp crack, and then another and 
another. The young warrior and a 
companion foil full length for their 
last fa it and In the midst of crackling 
shots the others sought refuge be­
hind the nearest rocks.

The shots had come from the loop­
holes In front of the trapper’s home, 
and the Indians could plainly see the 
dark mutxles of rifles still tn the 
email openings, aad every time that 
the slightest exposure was made on 
the part of the red men, a puff of 
smoke, a sharp crack and a whistling 
bullet warned them to keep under 
cover.

It  had continued thus for more than 
an hour when a keen whistle was 
heard from the summit of the rita- 
rocks in the rear. The dim form cf 
a man was seen upon the topmost 
rock, rifle In hand. H e conld see 
the skulking forms of the Indian« 
among the rocks beneath him. aad 
at the rame time observe the en­
trance to the cave. He signaled the 
beeelged to cease firing and mo 
tioned tho Indians to depart. The 
white men withdrew their rifles and 
the Indiana gladly accepted the a r­
mistice.

CHAPTER X I.

Two Villains and a New Plot.
AH is astir at the stone house. The 

employee have returned from the an­
nual round-up and the place, which 
had borne a deserted appearance for 
the past few weeks. Is now all bustle, 
and men are seen. here and there 
feeding the horsee, mending bridles, 
saddles aad harness, shoeing horses 
and doing everything that is required 
shout a great stock ranch. Night 
comes on and finds them still busy, 
but they change their work to the 
finishing touches preparatory for the 
night and one by one they come and 
prepare for «upper.
' The Lord of The Desert is alone In 

his accustomed place. None enter 
his quarters except oa business and 
only his foreman aad auperiatondenta 
have b u sin ess  with him. for all busi­
ness Is transacted through these. His 
glsH sits upon the broad arm of the 
old chair, and now and then hie hand
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mechanically to it. and brings 1 g . M " 1 « • » » — “ •— ’f  *“ *
ichanlcally to hie lips. a»d he «top o ,» je  allowed an all elaatee et itaketa.It  mechanically

swallows draughts therefrom me- 
ctmnlcally: W ith ' mechanical regu­
larity hla face grows redder and hla 
countenance sterner, while his eyes 
take on a w ild «  glare.

A  knock at the door aad to the 
sponse of weioome, Dan Follett 
tero. ___  ___ , ? ---

“How Is t t r  Inquire* his Lordship.
"All is completed," replied the 

Frenchman.
“Get a glass th « e  and fill it to the 

brim.” exclaimed Martin Lyle.
Partlatly empttytng the glass F6T- 

lett seats himself and relates the par­
ticular« of the tranmctlon with Old 
Egan, drawing forth -the woman’s 
scalp from hie pocket and passing it  
over to the Lord of The Desert.

"Did you see the corpse?" Inquired 
Lyle.

“No, but I  deemed this evidence 
sufficient.’’ replied Follett

"Old Egan la a treacherous old 
scoundrel and would deceive us if he 
could, hut the evidence seems straight 
enough.”

"Oh, you needn’t  doubt that," re­
plied Follett, "the old scoundrel 
would never lose an opportunity to 
commit murder, especially when so 
many ponies and males were to be 
gained."

“But they will never do him much 
good,” replied Lyle, as he placed the 
glass to his lips. " I have a plan,
Follett and you are the man to car­
ry it  out My men report Egan and 
hie men camped at the foot of Ash 
Butte. You are a pretty fair looking 
Indian anyway, and I  want you to 
leave tomorow morning for the camp 
of the Warm Springs tribe, lead the 
warriors on Old Egan's trail, and take 
every animal in hie possession.”

“What about the deed,” Inquired 
Follett, "remember this ie dangerous 

and It has been a long time 
since our accounts have been ad­
justed."

"T u t tut. man. don’t  worry about 
that. I ’ll have all that arranged for 
you by the time you return. Take a 
drink, order an early bearkfast and 
be off with the rising sun. I  shall 
dep«>d upon you, Dan. I  shall 
depend upon you.”

Dan Follett rose and left the room, 
but a* he passed out of the door he 
turned and east a look at the Lord of 
The Desert mingled with scorn and 
contempt.

Martin Lyle sat and drank and 
thought. For many hours he was 
In deep meditation.

"With my broth« and his daughter 
dead and out of my way. nothing can 
e v «  disturb my rights here.” ran 
through hie mind.

His tips barely quivered ae the train 
of his thoughts continued. "But what­
ever became of that brother to whom 
the property properly belonged?
It  Is strange that the old man should 
have disinherited Jim and myself for 
him. He was never considered a fo- 
vorite hy the connection, and we hud 
done nothing at the time of his death 
to merit such treatment. But my lit­
tle sharp work and false swearing 
and the little  forgery combined 
turned the property this way and. as 
they used to charge In the old world 
that one crime led to another. I  have 
carried out the scheme hy making 
way with my b ro th« and his daught- 
«  and securing their whole fortune 
after using Jim as an innocent cat’s 
paw to obtain I t  >

"But thle elder brother, the right­
ful heir, wonder what e v «  became 
of him? He came to America when I 
was quite young. We heard he w«a 
married once and had a child; and 
then we heard no more of him. Vet 
m? father, a f t«  giving my brother . . 
and I  barely enough to reach America . ^ 7 .**  .
to engage in business upon, willed AnferaArtteU; *  
the majority of hie Mtste te this cid­
er boy whose whereabouts a n  un­
known.”

"Weil. weM. 1 know h *  is deed and 
the others are out of the way. so why 
should Martin Lyle ever fear of los­
ing his fortune or hl« title as Lord 
of Tbs Desert?"

Thus mused the arch criminal of 
th e  Oregon desert betweca drinks 
until hie conscience became ao be­
numbed with the Intoxicant that ha 
retired half-dased, half unconscious 
to hie bed.

Dan Follett left with dha morning | 
son to perform his mission.
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