
P a g e  6 Vendors S tre e t R o o ts  •  Dec. 7 -1 3 , 2018

o
C E N TR A L C IT Y

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New.Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce, Food Fight!, Cherry Sprout Produce, and 
Know Thy Food.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at you r 
office? Get in touch with us and w e can help you 
make that happen- 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE 
. Buy Central City Coffee online and have it

shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE 
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebookpage for updates and specials. 

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org
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Jim McRae
BY HELEN HILL
STAFF W RITÉR

I‘t  is an honor to rise above ground, open 
my eyes, and take a fresh breath of air,” 
.said Jim McRae. These are the words he 

lives by.
Jim was born in White Plains, N.Y. He 

was an only child, and his father was a 
military man. As a communications officer, 
Jim’s father was responsible for the health 
and welfare of many enlisted people. It 
was his job to ensure his team met 
standards of personal appearance and 
maintained equipment and property.
Jim recalls his father carried those 
standards back home.

“I grew up in a military setting, I 
couldn’t  talk jive or slang. I had to make 
my bed just right. I thank my mom and dad 
for honor, pride, discipline, mannerisms 
and respect,” he said.

Jim’s family moved to Los 
Angeles when he was 5 years 
old, then latér to 
McMinnville when his 
father got a job at 
Tektronix. “Imagine 
moving from Los 
Angeles to
McMinnville/’ he said.
“It was a shock.”

Jim’s home life 
changó'
time when his father 
left the family when 
Jim was 17. He 
remembers looking, 
to men on the street 
to learn about 
manhood. He received

a diploma from McMinnville High School in 
1982, and then went into the Angell Job- ’ 
Corps Civilian Conservation Center near 
Yachats. He graduated in 1984, a union 
painter by trade.

“Job Corps taught me to stand up straight 
and square-shouldered,” he said. Jim went 
on to work many challenging hard labor 
jobs. He worked at Oregon Steel Mills on 
the Columbia River, manufacturing sheet 
metal plating for the military. It was a 
dangerous job. “You could lose your whole 
hand when the plates were sheared. Then 

we loaded them onto 
flatbed rail cars and 

chained them 
down,” he said. 

Jim also 
worked for a 
time as a 
sawyer for a 
Lebanon saw 

mill loading 
planks on chains 

and standing clear. 
He also was a 

jogger in a local 
printer,

stacking and binding papers coming off the 
press. “You gotta move in that job, there’s 
no being sleepy,” he said. He also worked 
deconstruction in the construction industry. 
“I’ve been blue collar all my life,” he said.

The love of Jim’s life is his 89-year-old 
Irish-Italian mother Regina. She is 
wheelchair-bound in a care center in 
Newberg, Jim sees her when he can. “She is 
a dear sweet woman and I will never forget 
her,” he said. She worked over 30 years in a 
care center as a restorative aid, helping 
"clients keep moving, walking and staying 
flexible.

Jim dreams of taking his beloved mother 
back to White Plains so he can see where 
he was born. He would also like to take her 
to Italy, but he knows that’s a long shot. 
“Maybe I will take her to Seattle for 
Christmas and show her the sights,” he 
said. “She’s my queen. Amore to my 
momma.”

Jim has been a Street Roots vendor for 
the past two and a half years. “I like Street 
Roots, it builds confidence and helps me 
handle rejection. It puts money in my 
pocket,” he said. “Most of the time I am a 
hapipyguy.”

He sleeps in a tent when his Social 
Security disability check runs out, and in a 
hotel when he can afford it. He is hoping to 
get a voucher for affordable housing units 
rumored to be opening up in Northeast 
Portland. He would like to live in a diverse, 
multicultural neighborhood. “I want to go to 
the hood where the flavor is good,” he said 
with a smile.

Until he gets inside, Jim is looking for 
Hiree^maA" tebt through

the winter.
Jim sells Street Roots outside

Starbucks on Southwest Fifth Avenue and 
Oak Street and at Public Domain Coffee 
Shop at Southwest Alder and Broadway.

Bark is Hiring!
Bark seeks experienced organizers/ 

canvassers to apply for our Assistant
Outreach Director position.

$37,500/year, Full Time; Healthcare & 
Dental; Vacation & Sick leave.

View the job and apply: 

www.bark-out.org/aod -■

centralcitycoffee.org
facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee
mailto:coffee@ccconcern.org
http://www.bark-out.org/aod

