
Page 6 Vendors S tree t R oots •  Nov. 2-8, 2018

o
C E N TR A L C IT Y

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce, Food Fight!, Cherry Sprout Produce, and 
Know Thy Food.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503,226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE 
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials. 

centralcftycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcem.org
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VENDOR PROFILE 
Jay Juno

BY HELEN HILL
STAFF WRITER

T ay Juno’s artistic skills have impressed 
I  everyone during Street Roots’ recent 
I open art sessions. He has effortlessly

created beautiful chalkboard drawings, still- 
life paintings and graphic novel characters. 

Jay was bom and raised in Tennessee. 
“Both my parents were good people,” he 

said. “They were hippies.
“My father was out of place in Tennessee.

He was a hard-core Democrat,” Jay said.
“My mother was a stay-at-home mom, and I 
recently found out she painted and liked to 
write. It was hard to be a creative woman in 
Tennessee, Southern culture where women 
weren’t supposed to do much. I was told 
she was discouraged from even getting a 
job.”

Jay’s mother died of cancer when he was
9.

“It destroyed my family. My dad was too 
depressed to do anything. He laid in bed 
a lot and died 10 years later, in 
the same month,” he said.

Jay remembers visiting his 
mother in the hospital, seeing her 
with tubes sticking out of her.

“She was in pain a long time 
and didn’t tell anybody,” he 
said. After chemo and surgery,
“she lost the will to live.”

. Jay identifies, .asia .
transgender man, but 
“growing up, I didn’t know 
the term ‘transgender,’” he
said. “I started wearing boy’s 
clothes in middle school. My dad 
was supportive, though he didn’t know 
the term. He taught me how to tie a tie.

“I wanted to wear my hair short, but they

wouldn’t let me. I would ask for colored 
pencils and art stuff, and they would buy me 
a purse or makeup kit, then get mad at me 
for not using i t  The South was 
always behind the progress in
the North. There is more racism 
and LGBT present, but people 
want you to keep it quiet,” he 
said.

Jay attended Middle 
Tennessee State University after 
high school, the same university 
where his father was in charge 
of student housing. Jay’s father 
died unexpectedly when he was in his first 
year of college.

“I became homeless when my dad died all 
of a sudden. I slept in my dad’s car a few 
months, then I got a student grant to live in 
the dorms. It was hard on me when my dad 
died. He was my best friend. I miss him 
every day,” he said.

Jay feels like time hasn’t moved on since 
the shock of his father’s death.
He’s been homeless off and 
on for the past three years.
He is used to losing most 
of his art and

ONLINE 
See some of Jay 
Juno’s artwork 
with this vendor 
profile at news. 
streetroots.org

sketchbooks. Lately, though, he has been 
taking advantage of library services and 
scans his art, uploading the digital files to

DeviantArt.com, under the name 
“J Juno.” At this site, he safely 
stores the developing characters 
and concepts for his graphic 
novel.

Jay has experienced bullying 
and threats during his time on 
the streets.

“I’ve had a lot of speech 
therapy, but everyone makes fun 
of the way I talk. People call me 

names because my voice is high-pitched,” he 
said.

He lived in Denver for a time and sold 
papers for the Denver Voice, a street 
newspaper.

Jay arrived in Portland this year, 
encouraged by rumors of housing, which 
haven’t panned out yet

“It’s not so bad since I came here. I stick 
to myself,” he said. “But there is a problem 

with bullying in the shelters here, too.”
Jay finds it challenging to work at his 

art and writing while being homeless.
“Even when I find the space, I am 

so stressed out because I know it won’t 
last,” he said. “I want to work on the 
manuscripts for my stories, it’s driving
me crazy. I want my stories to do some

good.”
He said Street Roots “has given me a 

positive direction. I’ve fallen in 
love with Portland and with 
Street Roots. I still get 
depressed, but I want to 
keep exploring. !  think I 
want to stick around.”

Jay sells Street Roots on 
weekends at the Tea Bar at 
1055 NW Northrup and on 
weekdays outside Lovejoy 
Bakers at 989 NW 10th Ave.
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ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

Who and What Will You Vote For?

Check outVote411.org
for nonpartisan information on all the candidates and ballot measures 

that will appear on your ballot

Need a print League of Women Voters OREGON and 
MULTNOMAH COUNTY VOTERS' GUIDE?

Find copies at Multnomah County Libraries, college campuses, and 
many other locations. For more election information, visit lwvpdx.org.

YOU COUNT. YOUR VOTE COUNTS.

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

Bark is Hiring!
Bark seeks experienced organizers/ 

canvassers to apply for our Assistant
Outreach Director position.

$37,500/year, Full Time; Healthcare & 
Dental; Vacation & Sick leave.

View the job and apply:

www.bark-out.org/aod y
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