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CENTRAL CITY

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front - 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce, Food Fight!, Cherry Sprout Produce, and 
Know Thy Food.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make tha t happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to  you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE 
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page fo r updates and specials. 

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org
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VENDOR PROFILE 
Karl Dorling

BY HELEN HILL
STAFF W RITER

K
arl Dorling has been selling Street 
Roots off and on for the last 20 
years. He remembers many changes 
in the organization, but one thing has 

remained constant through the decades: 
Street Roots has always served as a 
sanctuary for him.

“I’m grateful for Street Roots. If all else 
fails, I know Street Roots won’t ” he said. 
“Every time I come to town, I come to 
Street Roots. It’s a safe place to have coffee, 
communicate with other vendors and see 
what’s going on. I know I can count on it as 
a place to get back on my feet.”

Karl was born in Tucson, Ariz., and raised 
in Vancouver, Wash. His father was a 
gourmet chef at Pellegrino’s Italian Kitchen 
in Olympia. He also worked at a seafood 
restaurant on Portland’s waterfront 

Karl has two sisters who married two 
brothers, and they live in Vancouver with 
their husbands. Each sister has a son, 
and Karl thinks the world of his 
two nephews. “They are young, 
smart kids. They are keeping 
the family together,” he said.
Karl loves animals. He likes to 
feed and pet the geese down by 
the waterfront, and he once 
worked as a horse wrangler on 
a ranch inpeople on horse rides. ,

When interviewed earlier 
this month, Karl was about to 
turn 40 years old on Oct. 21, and 
he felt the significance of his
upcoming birthday milestone deeply.

“I want to settle down and make the 
rest of my life matter. It’s time for me

to do better. I feel very motivated to have a 
better life,” Karl said.

His usual pattern has been to pick up and 
move, drawn always to “big adventures with 
no endings and no responsibilities,” he said. 
He spent many years traveling all over the 
country. “You put your family together in 
each new city,” he said. “It takes a lot of 
work, a year to get to 
trust people. Then 
it’s dependent on 
you, if you do 
what you say 
you are going 
to do, people 
will trust 
you.”

That’s all 
about to 
change, 
though. Karl is 
starting out his 
fourth 
decade

with a big step toward living a more settled 
and responsible life. This week he will be 
moving into housing for the first time in 
many years.

“I’ve been going to counseling and 
treatment, and I got offered a place to stay. I 
have to go to group to stay there, but I’m 
moving in Monday. It took me a long time to 
want to have a place. I never wanted to stay 
long in any one place. I never saw the point 
of renting a place.”

One priority Karl lives by these days is to 
keep positive people around him who have 
the same motivation to live a better life.
“It’s working,” he said. I’ve come this far, 
and I don’t want to lose i t ”

Karl dreams of having his own little 
piece of land some day. He said he would 
like to build a simple, small house and

grow an organic garden. “I’ve saved money 
for a long time,” he said.

As he approached his 40th birthday, Karl 
felt his work selling the paper was more 
important than ever. “I’m trying to train 

through Street Roots. It gives me 
work skills and the discipline 

to succeed.”
Karl sells at the 
downtown Target at 

939 SW Morrison 
S t and at Pioneer 
Square most 
weekdays.
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NOVEMBER 6, 2018 GENERAL ELECTION

■ Vtf)TE41lo«r
ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

Who and What Will You Vote For?

Check out Vote411 .org
for nonpartisan information on all the candidates and ballot measures 

that will appear on your ballot.

Need a print League of Women Voters OREGON and 
MULTNOMAH COUNTY VOTERS’ GUIDE?

Find copies at Multnomah County Libraries, college campuses, and 
many other locations. For more election information, visit lwvpdx.org.

YOU COUNT. YOUR VOTE COUNTS.

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

Bark
Bark is Hiring!

Bark seeks experienced organizers/ 
canvassers to apply for our Assistant 

Outreach Director position.

$37,500/year, Full Time; Healthcare & 
Dental; Vacation & Sick leave.

View the job and apply:

www.bark-out.org/aod

centralcitycoffee.org
facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee
mailto:coffee@ccconcern.org
lwvpdx.org
http://www.bark-out.org/aod

