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SENIOR STAFF R

summers
C harlo tte  Boxer, go t a 
neighbor. The neigh 
B oxer know  th a t  a s tran g er 
on to  Uie j3

She left th e  busy re s ta u ra n t to m  
sh o rt drive to  h e r  hom e, n e a r  th e  
to  Yaquina Bay S ta te  Park . She soon  
d iscovered a m an w as still high up on h e r  
roof, w hile a w om an in a long sk irt w as 
a ttem pting  to scale h e r  stone  chim ney.

As it tu rn s  out, th e  m an and wom an 
w ere  th e  tem p o ra ry  occupan ts of two 
d ifferen t vacation ren ta ls  n e a r h e r  house. 
T hey  had ignored  h e r  “no tre sp ass in g ” 
signs in o rd e r to  re trieve  a kite.

T his is ju s t one of m any incidents, B oxer 
said, th a t has e roded  th e  quality of h e r  
hom e life since h e r  coastal neighborhood  -  
and h e r  p ro p e rty  -  have becom e overrun  
w ith  vacation-rental inhabitan ts.

“T hey block th e  driveway, they  block th e  
s tree t, they  have p a rtie s  until late  in th e  
n igh t,” she said. “It is hell living n ex t to 
th em .”

She has since installed  a “F o rt Knox”- 
style fence around h e r  property , she  said.

I t w asn’t  always like this. Boxer, who 
sp lits h e r  tim e betw een  N ew port and 
Portland , said th a t w hen she  pu rchased  h e r  
oceanfron t second  hom e 13 years ago, 
th e re  w ere no sho rt-term  ren ta ls  in its 
im m ediate  vicinity. Today, th re e  of th e  four 
houses ad jacen t to h e r  p ro p erty  serve  as 
revolving doors for tou rists .

And it’s no t as if B oxer is adverse  to 
tou rism  -  h e r  livelihood depends on it. At 
67, she  has m uch of h e r  life savings 
invested in h e r  seafood re s ta u ra n t th a t 
relies, in part, on traveling d iners.

B ut vacation ren ta ls , she said, are  
causing m ore h a rm  th an  good due to th e ir  
increasing  num bers. She is constan tly  
losing em ployees because  they  canno t find 
anyw here to  live. O ne of h e r  cooks is living 
in a sm all pull-trailer in an RV park
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H ousing Rural O regon

because  she  canno t find housing.
T he  continuous em ployee tu rnover and 

s tre ss  of runn ing  a re s ta u ra n t th a t’s always 
short-staffed have B oxer w ondering 
w h e th e r she  w ants to continue doing 
business a t th e  beach.

She is no t alone in h e r  fru stra tions. 
C om m unities up and down th e  coast have 
been  grappling w ith how  to regu la te  
vacation ren ta ls  and m itigate th e  effects of 
ever-increasing num ber of v isitors. I t ’s a 
double-edged sword: W hile O regon’s 
coastal econom y relies largely on tourism  
dollars, th e  sp read  of sho rt-term  ren ta ls  
has c rea ted  livability issues for m any 
res id en ts  and m ade it nearly  im possible for 
locals -  m any of w hom  w ork in th e  
e stab lishm en ts to u ris ts  patronize  -  to find 
housing.

The surge
O regon’s coastal tow ns have long played 

h o st to  sw aths of vacation ren ta ls  and 
second  hom es, b u t over th e  p ast decade, 
sho rt-term  ren ta ls  have begun overtaking 
m ost new  construction  and affordable 
hom es th a t year-round res id en ts  once 
occupied.

See OREGON COAST, page 5
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