
Page 14 Street Poetry Street Roots •  June 15-21, 2018

Revolution
by Brent Zapushek

Absolutely Nothing
by Jason Everly

Production consumption 
This thing that decides 
The power that flows 
From the people that hide

Back here into our lives 
From the money we make 
When we give it to them 
They put us in our place

In life at the bottom 
They say we decide? 
Without living wages 
Most of us here will die

Overcome by a system 
That feeds off the masses 
Lowers our freedoms 
Then raises our taxes

As they take more pay 
And own many mansions 
The countries they invade 
For corporate expansions

For we the people 
We don’t even exist 
They aren’t even here 
They live not in our midst

If we could carry together 
One message and send 
It should go like we realize 
We outnumber them

My fellow soldiers scoff
When I exclaim,
“I am a soldier in a war!”
They have been blinded from the truth 
A turn of mind, a closer look 
And they would see 
The wounds
We shoot ourselves
With lOcc barrels
29 gauge 1/2” bullets
1,000 yard stare

Fighting an enemy within
Holding our spirit hostage
We are confused
The enemy looks like us
Exactly
So we shoot ourselves
And we are rewarded
With the vegetable serenity 
And we are confused 
How is this a war?

But I walk the front-lines 
E’rday
The War Zones of Old Town
Chinatown
Felony Flats
The impoverished sections of my city 
Where this war is really being fought 
I see the flat eyes of other soldiers 
Pinned

And yet they persist
Morpheus riding them like a stallion 
Popping that hindquarter 
Insisting he be fed 
To the soundtrack of 
Ride of the Valkyries

We could die
Today
Tomorrow
We could kick
Today
Tomorrow

Gonna’ kick tomorrow, gonna kick 
tomorrowNeed health insurance?

CareOregon’s goMobile Team makes it easy for you to get dental, mental and physical health care 
under the Oregon Health Plan (OHP). Our community partners host us on these dates, where we can 

check your eligibility for OHP, enroll you in Medicaid/OHP and make your doctor appointments!

MULTNOMAH COUNTY

CAREOREGON
315 SW 5th Ave, Portland
► June 6 .......................... 9-11 a.m.
► June 13......................... 9-11 a.m.
June 2 0 ........................... 9-11 a.m.
► June 2 7 ........................ 9-11 a.m.

CLACKAMAS SERVICE CENTER
8800 SE 80th Ave, Portland 
June 12................10 a.m.-12 p.m.

► SNAP Assistance 
available at these 
locations

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
50 SW 2nd Ave, Portland
June 5 .. ............................9-11 a.m.
June 12.............................9-11 a.m.
June 19.............................9-11 a.m.
June 2 6 ............................9-11 a.m.

GOOD IN THE HOOD EVENT
King School Park - NE 6th Ave & 
NE Humboldt St, Portland 
June 2 4 .................11 a.m.-5 p.m.

JOIN
1435 NE 81st Ave, Ste 100, Portland 
June 14.......................... 12-2 p.m.

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION
Legacy Emanuel Field
2801 N Gantenbein Ave, Portland
June 16.......................... 12-5 p.m.

MOUNT HOOD FARMERS MARKET
38600 Proctor Blvd, Sandy 
June 15............................ 3-7 p.m.

PORTLAND RESCUE MISSION
111 W Burnside, Portland
June 14.......................... 8-10 a.m.
June 2 8 .........................8-10 a.m.

UNION GOSPEL MISSION
3 NW 3rd, Portland
► June 2 6 ......................2 -4  p.m.

WORKSOURCE GRESHAM
19421 SE Stark St, Portland
► June 7 ................... ......2 -4  p.m.
► June 28...................... 2 -4  p.m.

WASHINGTON COUNTY

BEAVERTON LIBRARY
12375 SW 5th St, Beaverton 
June 13..............................1-3 p.m.

June 2, 
2018
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Pride Parade 

June 17,


