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Remembered Poet
by William David Able III

A p o e t friend
I u sed  to  know
is dying of cancer
in Port-au-Prince, M aine

In th e  bow els of New  E ngland 
We w en t to  college 
E d ropped  ou t 
and  I con tinued  on

It  is w in te r now
I p ic tu re  th e  tiny town
bleeding  u n d e r th e  sp ec tru m  of city lights 
th e  s tre e ts  all cloaked in snow, 
th e  now-fragile tre e s  encased  in ice

I rem em b er a bridge n ear cam pus 
w here  c h e rry  blossom s w ere 
flocked pink in C hristm as tree  colors 
th a t co n trasted  against th e  harsh  
sterility  of gray sidewalk cem en t

My friend  w ants m e to re tu rn  
To Port-au-Prince 
Sail off into th e  unknow n 
like C olum bus’ fleet 
P erhaps drive all n ight 
in th e ir  50-dollar car

Now I ’m  in th e  post office 
waiting for a single stam p 
to mail ou t m y last condolence 
T h ere  is a strange c u rre n t of silence 
th a t falls upon th e  room

E veryone in line is glued to th e ir  phones 
like electron ic  need les p iercing hungry  eyes 
Yet I couldn’t  stand  to see
his sunken  eyes sinking into
th e  quicksand of cancer
o r his d e sp e ra te  body
slowly d isappearing  into e te rn ity

In my le tte r
I say th a t
I am  praying for him
B ut never say
th a t I could never bring  m yself
to send  it ou t

Pitch A Tent-2018
TRASH TALK

Redefining Value, Reclaiming Our Stories
From: Fri. June 8th 0 10:30am till Sat June 9th 0 10:30am
FOOD-LIVE MUSIC-SPEAKERS-ORGANIZE

If you'd tike to camp on Fri. in solidarity, or for more information, visit:
https://tinyurl.com/y7bw2o2l
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Did you serve in
Armed Forces
and are experiencing 
> or at risk of

becoming 
homeless?

Transition 
Projects

Please call 855.425.5544 
or visit 650 NW Irving Street
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