Street Roots @ April 27-May 3, 2018

WATER, from page 5

water.

Out of that, we quickly learned how big
agd massive this city is; it’s over 139 square
miles, the transportation being very
compromised. We figured out that we not
only needed to make sure we were creating
water spaces for people to pick up water but
then recognize the aging population and
some of the transportation challenges. We
then created what we call “water droppers.”
These were people that delivered water to
persons that are homebound, sick, or people
that may not have transportation or may
have several children and find it difficult to
get to a water station.

Out of that work, we recognized people
were questioning the quality of the water, so
then we partnered with Michigan State
University and did a project that we just
finished the second leg of in November to
test the quality of water in Detroit because
we’d been told by the EPA that water could
be tested anywhere in the state of Michigan
but Detroit. That sends a message to grass
roots that there definitely has to be
something wrong if you can test water
anywhere in the state of Michigan but
Detroit, being that that’s the largest city in
Michigan.

The third thing that we found was, we
convened our own table of community-based
researchers, and we had some of the top
experts across the country, 67 of them in
total; they represented all kinds of
institutions of higher learning that are
convened under our jurisdiction, so anything

created in collaboration with them is already
controlled by the community and, of course,

We The People of Detroit. We hold this data
on behalf of the community.

There’s been over 100,000 persons shut
off from water. We
have litigated against
the city eight times
now, and we have
won each of those
pieces of litigation.
The water

which causes us to
have to continue to
pursue more
litigation. We were
involved in another
action where there’s
been over 100,000
households illegally
foreclosed on, which is another tactic to
force people out of the city. Many of these
persons are low-income persons, but they
are paying as much as 80 to 90 percent
above the market rate for what they should
be paying for their taxes.

It’s these kind of measures along with the
fact the high rate of water has been used as
another weapon to place that debt on top of
the tax laws, which creates a situation for
low-income people that makes it unbearable
because it makes it where their taxes are
not affordable, and then on top of that, the
unaffordability of water, which is causing

the city.”
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them to be indebted, which then causes
them to lose their property. As many of the
households that we analyzed in 2015 that
went into foreclosure, the majority of those
owed approximately $1,900 in debt, and
many of their homes sold for $16,000 to
$18,000 per household, but dollars that
were intended through the stimulus package
to keep Detroiters in
their homes
should’ve paid back-
water bills and back-

levied to entice a
younger, whiter
population to move
into the city. You
won’t give me, a
resident, who has
stayed and paid in
this city assistance to
stay in the city, many
times needing less
than $2,000, but
then you'll provide $20,000 to $80,000 for
another person to move into the city that is
actually coming in as a new resident.

E.G.: You're coming to Portland to talk
about the situation in Detroit. Why should
what is happening in Michigan matter to
Portlanders? What can we learn from your
experiences?

M.L.P.: Hopefully what Portland will learn
is that we’re sort of the canary in the mine
for other communities that we believe are
going to fall prey to this kind of austerity.
We actually knew in 2013 that Puerto Rico

was going to be next.

Many of the same players that are a part
of what happened in Detroit — everybody
from the DeVos family, who is deeply
benefiting from the charterizing of public
education - they’re a part of privatizing
water, also privatizing transportation, large
airports; they're also a part of privatizing
trash collection. We believe these players
need to be called out and identified. The
second-largest law firm in the world has
been a major actor in representing the
banks that are benefiting from this austerity.
There is an article called “The New Water
Barons” (globalresearch.ca), and what you'll
find in that article is many of the banks that
were protected during the bankrupting of
Detroit are the same banks that are buying
up the aqua fillers around the globe.

What I am hoping we can show is that not
only some of the information and the
wisdom we’ve learned over the course of
this struggle but also that we can begin to
look for solutions in terms of how to unite
our struggles so we are not continuing to
fall prey to these kind of austerity measures
so we are beginning to build collective
power across the nation and hopefully
eventually around the world. -

We believe that people should come first.
We know that water is a human right. We
also know people must fight for that right.

Kaitlyn Dey, Street Roots social work intern,
provided the transcription of this interview.
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