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people who stay in the shelters must be
sober when they arrive and cannot bring
their pets with them.

So, finding housemates via Craigslist, in a
town where people are used to living
independently “becomes a nice enough
option. Better than shelter, better than
camping,” Kelley said.

Those various options get stitched
together - shelter for a few months, a
housemate situation for a few months, “to
fill the gap between homelessness and their
own apartment,” she said.

“People come in thinking they’re going to
be living in a tent for a year and a half,”
Kelley said. “It ends up feeling hopeful.”

Central Oregon’s current housing crisis
has its roots in the recession.

Unemployment surged to 25 percent.
Nearly all housing construction ceased -
between 2009 and 2012, no permits for
multi-family housing were issued; less than
100 permits for single-family homes were
issued each year in Bend during that time.

The region’s population, however,
continued to grow: 3,100 people moved to
Deschutes County during the recession.

Housing construction began to rebound
in 2012 and the housing
crisis Central Oregon
experiences today is a
classic story of supply
and demand.

Since 2012,
according to a
report by economic
consulting firm
ECONorthwest, the median price
of homes has grown, on average,
by 14 percent each year in Bend.
The median sale price of a home
in Bend, according to the

Redmond-based real estate company Beacon
Appraisal Group, was $418,000 in 2017, a 39

. percent increase from 2016. In Redmond,
home sale prices increased by 52 percent,
to $306,000. In Sisters, a town with the
population of about 2,600 people, the
median home price is $365,000.

“If you see something (for sale) in the
mid-two hundreds, it’s pending within an
hour,” Brant Kucera, the city manager of
Sisters, said. “It’s nuts.”

According to The ECONorthwest report,
a homebuyer would need to make
approximately $81,000 a year to afford an
average-priced home in Bend. The city’s
median income is $59,400.

“Nobody has that,” Jim Long, the former
manager of Bend'’s affordable housing
program, said.

For renters, the prospects of finding
affordable housing are equally grim, if not
more so. Nearly 80 percent of renters are
rent burdened, meaning more than
a third of their incomes go
toward rent.

The vacancy rate is
considered to be less than
1 percent. Rent for a one-

A lifesized sculpture
by Richard Beyer in
downtown Bend.

bedroom apartment in Bend can be as high
as $1,200 a month, exceeding what the
median renter can afford.

ears ago, Central Oregon was a place

where housing was affordable, and even
people in poverty could get by. For families
that have experienced poverty for
generations, today’s housing crisis poses a
new threat.

Jennifer Summerton is an advocate with
the Family Access Network (FAN), a social
service agency that provides basic needs to
school children and their families.

“Everything,” Summerton said. “It’s the
gamut of whatever they face.”

That can be as simple as getting free
school supplies or clothes to applying for
the Oregon Health Plan, finding a doctor or
a counselor, applying for utility or rental
assistance, or finding a new place to live.

Summerton, like other FAN
advocates, works in two schools; in
Summerton’s case, Redmond’s John
Tuck Elementary School and Tom

McCall Elementary School.

She is currently
working with a family of

six — two parents and

four children under the
age of 8 — who live in a
studio apartment.
Both parents work
full-time at
minimum wage jobs.
“It’s what they can afford and
what they can find,” she said.

See RURAL HOUSING,
page 10

GENTRAL OREGON

DESCHUTES COUNTY
Living in poverty: 13.9 percent*
Mean renter wage: $13.06**

Renters paying more than half
their income in rent: 1 out of 4

Homeless: 687

Students experiencing
homelessness: 895 at some point
in the 2016-17 school year (School
counting criteria include couch-
surfers, and others in unstable living
situations)

BEND
Living in poverty: 12.4 percent
Homeless: 659

REDMOND
Living in poverty: 20 percent
Homeless: 329

SISTERS
Living in poverty: 15.4 percent
Homeless: 50

LA PINE
Living in poverty: 21.1 percent
Homeless: 169

CROOK COUNTY
Living in poverty: 17.7 percent
Mean renter wage: $14.85

Renters paying more than half
their income in rent:
1 out of 3

Homeless: 50

Students experiencing
homelessness: 81 at some point in
the 2016-17 school year

PRINEVILLE
Living in poverty: 25.7 percent
Homeless: 89

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Living in poverty: 20.3 percent
Mean renter wage: $11.45

Renters paying more than half
their income in rent:
Toutof5

Homeless: 34

Students experiencing
homelessness: 140 at some point
in the 2016-17 school year

MADRAS
Living in poverty: 25.2 percent
Homeless: 58

Sources: 2012-16 American Community Survey

five-year estimates, Census Bureau

Oregon Housing Alliance

2017 Point in Time Homeless Count of sheltered

and unsheltered, not including those at risk of losing
housing (numbers are widely considered an undercount)
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