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Pointe, a five-story building in downtown
Bend with retail businesses on the lower
level and four stories on one and two-
bedroom apartments, as a model for
affordable housing for the future.

“We need housing for the workforce,
period,” Callicott said. “We need affordable
housing for people of all economic strata.

~ You can'’t build a single-family home for a
family that makes $37,000. It does have to
be HUD housing. It has to be smart.”

s Central Oregon government and

public policy continues identifying ways
to incentivize more construction, there is a
growing chorus of service providers,
outreach workers and activists who want to
create a city-sanctioned camp or tiny house
village for at least a portion of Central
Oregon’s homeless to safely camp and

. access services.

- On Feb. 23, Sally Pfeifer, the owner of
the drug and alcohol counseling service
Pfiefer & Associates, started a warming
shelter for up to 30 people in her offices.

The warming shelter is only open when
nighttime temperatures dip below 32
degrees. It’s bare bones: mats on the floor
from 8 p.m. until 7 a.m. in a space used for
group therapy during the day.

On March 7, she sent an email to dozens
of elected officials, social service providers
and advocates.

“Please take this all into consideration as
you walk around downtown for your
evening fun and meals,” Pfeifer wrote. “Are
there less people to walk over? Are there
less frightened tourists and community
members? Is there more time for officers
to do other things than chase homeless
people from one door jamb to another,
which they hate doing?

“Everyone has voiced their support for a
solution to the homeless crisis,” the email
continued. “We are now getting a taste of
how a homeless village could benefit the
community of Bend. ... There are
solutions.”

More than anything, people in Central
Oregon fear becoming another Aspen,
Colo., - the chichi resort and mountain
town “where no cop, no firefighter, any
service (worker) can live in the community
that they're serving,” Callicott said. “That’s
ridiculous.” -
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If you work, you may have extra money waiting
for you this tax season!

IRS-certified tax preparers can help you file and claim the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for free.
Put the EITC to work for you. '

Learn more at cashoregon.org.




