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CENTRAL CITY

COFFEE

Diink well. Do good.

Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to
benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES

New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's
Produce, Food Fight!, Cherry Sprout Produce, and
Know Thy Food.

AT YOUR OFFICE

Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you
make that happen. 503.226.7387 _

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE

Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials.

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org
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~ Harry Richards

PAT ZIMMER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

arry Richards couldn’t believe it.

Two of his sisters had met a woman

they were convinced was his
daughter.

“Nah,” he scoffed, “I wouldn’t have any
daughter that I didn’t know about.”

She was 33 and had been adopted as a
baby. Looking for her father, she registered
her DNA on Ancestry.com. The website
found a match with a couple of other
women who had registered there — Harry’s
sisters.

One of Harry’s sisters met her and knew
instantly that she was Harry’s daughter.
Harry registered his DNA.en the site to
find out more.”

“It came back a 99 percent match,” he
said.

“It’s sad to know I had a daughter and
never got a chance to raise her,” Harry
said. But his life was chaotic for some 20
years. He was working in the restaurant
industry, moving up over the years from
prep cook to sous chef. At the same time,
though, Harry was living the “revolving
door” of drug use, prison and parole. His
daughter’s mother went to a mental
institution. Harry went to prison. His birth
daughter was adopted and grew up
estranged from her birth mother and never

A few short days after he. fOLlﬂd out he
had a daughter, Harry had accumulated
more than 40 pictures of her and her two
sons. They planned to meet for the first
time on Easter.

Today, Harry is clean. Not only has he
been a Street Roots vendor since 2010, but
he is also a longtime artist.

It was in prison, in 1985, that Har
starting drawing. s

Street

“I needed to earn money for tobacco,
coffee, that sort of thing,” he said. “So I got
patterns from people, I'd trace them onto
envelopes and small cards, and I'd sell
them in the yard.”

Today, prints, greeting cards and even
phone cases with Harry’s art on it are
available at fineartamerica.com/profiles/
moodshade. Disappointed with the 13
percent commission for artists on the site,
though, Harry prefers selling his art on the
street.

“Make me a donation; I don’t care what
it is. I'll sign it and give it to you. 'Cause
anything’s better than what I have in my
pocket right now,” he said with a laugh.

Several years ago, when he was living on
the street and selling art, Harry was
approached by a documentary producer.
They made several short
videos about Harry's life
and art, now posted at
artfuljourneyoflife.
com. Harry had
hoped that
venture would
develop into art
and DVD sales
online, but DVD
sales were taken
over by streaming,
and the producer
moved on.

What has been
constant and positive
in Harry's life, :
though, is

OO0tSs.
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“Without Street Roots, I would have
never got cleaned up,” he said. “I would
have never got back with my family.

“Everybody that comes in, I watch the
change in them,” he said. “Within a month
or two, their whole demeanor changes,
because they're not out begging, they're
not out stealing, they’'re not working one
job for three or four days just to get that
paycheck. They’re selling an amazing
product. ... Street Roots changes people’s
lives.”

Today, Harry is reconciled with his
family. He lives with his sister, paying
monthly rent with his Street Roots
proceeds. His sister’s husband makes them
breakfast every Saturday and Sunday.
Harry has a room for his art. He makes
watercolor postcards for his Street Roots

clients, with caricatures of them or winter
and summer scenes.
Harry has several projects
planned, including an art show in
a Northeast Portland park in
June. Anyone that has art
they’d like to display and sell
is welcome. Perhaps Harry’s
newly found family will be
there. You can find Harry at
his turf, Southwest Sixth
Avenue and Alder Street.
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