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C E N TR A L C IT Y

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce, Food Fight!, Cherry Sprout Produce, and 
Know Thy Food.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it 
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials. 

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org
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Kellye (and Freya)

BY HELEN HILL
STAFF W RITER

K
ellye is an original, artistic soul who 
can’t be contained inside four walls 
for long. She travels the open road 
with Freya, the 12-year old dog she’s had 

since she was a puppy.
She was born in Ukiah, Calif., and raised 

everywhere.
“I went to 15 different schools,” Kellye 

said. “There were things I learned several 
times, and things I never touched. I learned 
to make friends easily. I learned to be 
personable.”

Kellye’s been homeless off and on for 
some time. She’s lived with her sister and 
with friends in Portland, but after a while, 
she wants to be back outside. When she 
was younger, she spent her free time hiking 
and camping in the Wasatch Mountains 
near Logan, Utah.

“Once I hit my teenage years, you 
couldn’t get me out of the mountains,” she 
said. “Sometimes I can’t handle four walls 
around me.”

Kellye and Freya sell Street Roots 
outside Lovejoy Bakers on 10th and 
Lovejoy.

“The staff there treat me very well,” 
Kellye said. “They give me coffee and 
muffins and treats for Freya.”

Kellye’s also made friends with a club­
footed pigeon she calls Brutus, who likes to 
stand near her and wait for bread crumbs.

While she sells her papers outside the 
bakery, Kellye works on a song she likes to 
sing.

“Singing helps me with my Street Roots

shuffle,” she said. “My song is a work in 
progress. I loop it around all day. I sing it 
to myself, and if I’m feeling extroverted, I 
sing it louder.”

Once, a woman walked past, heard her 
song, stopped and turned around to listen 
and buy a paper.

I  felt like I  had nothing 
to lose, beaten, broken, 
black and blue

Till I  got a leg up 
from  Street Roots.

They p u t the skip  
back in my boots, my 
confidence no longer 
bruised.

Now I ’m m aking new 
friends a ll day long, 
and getting to 
meet a ll the 
dogs.

I t ’s because 
o f them I  
wrote this 
song.
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So stop by the Lovejoy Bakers at 
Northwest 10th Avenue and Lovejoy St., if 
you want to hear the song from the 
songwriter herself and meet Brutus and 
Freya. Freya might be wearing her new 
custom-knitted coat.

“Last week, this guy saw me with my 
pack and a dog, and said ‘Hey, my wife 
knits coats for dogs,”’ Kellye said.

Freya was headed for a fitting after this 
interview.

“Portland is full of the coolest 
people,” Kellye said.
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Sheeptoast by Elizabeth Considine

centralcitycoffee.org
facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee
mailto:coffee@ccconcern.org

