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C E N T R A L  C IT Y

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck s 
Produce, Food Fight!, Cherry Sprout Produce, and 
Know Thy Food.

AT YOUR OFFICE
interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it 
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials. 

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org
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Alicia Rose Monaron
BY HELEN HILL
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

A
licia Rose M onaron w as bo rn  w ith 
an ex tra  “X” chrom osom e, also 
known as K linefelter’s Syndrom e, a t 
Camp L ejeune M ilitary  B ase in N orth  

Carolina. F rom  b irth , th e  docto rs told h e r  
p a ren ts  th a t she  had  th e  ex tra  
chrom osom e, b u t h e r  p a ren ts  k ep t th is 
from  h e r  for th e  nex t 25 years and ra ised  

h e r  as a boy.
Alicia knew  she  w asn ’t  a boy, however, 

and she w asn’t  willing to act, d ress  o r 
behave like one. For h e r  fo rth righ tness , 
she  w as b ea ten  by h e r  b ro th e rs  a t hom e 
and bullied by s tu d en ts  and tea ch e rs  a t 
school. “I  got into so m any fights in school 
because  of w ho and w hat I was, and being 
open  abou t it. I told them , I feel fem ale. I 
feel like a girl. I d on ’t  know  why I ’m  no t 
your boy, b u t I ’m  no t w ho you th in k  I am. 
M y life, m y body, m y w hole being  is th a t  of 
a fem ale, th e re  is no th ing  m ale abou t m e .”

At age 10, Alicia w as se n t for h e r  firs t 
s tin t to  A lexander’s C hildren C enter, a 
residen tia l tre a tm e n t c e n te r  in C harlo tte , j 
N.C., for ch ild ren  w ith  se rio u s em otional 
d istu rbances. She stayed  for two years, and 
rem e m b e rs  th a t  sh e  w as tre a te d  well 
th e re . “I t  felt like hom e. T h a t w as w here  I 
s ta r te d  clarifying w hat w as hom e to  m e. 
Home was a place where I wasn’t putting

with nbuoo oi» t iw  p euple gmiHgmc
abuse. T hey recognized  m e as fem ale, 
because  th a t’s w hat I told th em  I was, and 
th a t’s how  th ey  trea te d  m e. W hen it w as

Sheeptoast

tim e to  be re leased , I d idn’t  w an t to  go 
back hom e.” She w as read m itted  two years
la te r  w hen  she  tu rn ed  14.

A few years ago, h e r  p a ren ts  finally to ld  
h e r  abou t th e  ex tra  ch rom osom e th ey  had  
always known about. She w as stunned . I 
asked  my paren ts , ‘Why did I go th rough  
this? Why didn’t  I get help? Why didn’t  you 
tell m e w hat I w as b o rn  as?’ T hey  didn’t 
w an t to  deal w ith w hat I w as going th rough , 
th ey  w ere  dealing w ith  th e ir  own m ental 
issues around  m e being bo rn  w ith  XXY 

chrom osom es.”
Alicia m oved h e re  from  th e  S ou th  to  be 

w ith  h e r  pa rtne r, T ina, th is  p a s t year. T hey  
recen tly  took a m om en tous s tep  and 
successfully  filed th e  paperw ork  for a 
nam e and gen d er change a t
M ultnom ah C ounty C ourthouse .
On D ec. 1, sh e  officially becam e 
Alicia R ose M onaron, fem ale.
“I feel like th is  is m y real 
b irthday. D ec. 1 is th e  day I 
will ce leb ra te  from  now on. 1  
feel like a w hole new  
p erso n , reb o rn  in to  th e  
p e rso n  I w as m ea n t to  be.
O ur world has o p ened  up 
to  a b e tte r  life, we
couldn’t  have asked

hom e.
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for a b e tte r  ou tcom e.
Alicia sells S tre e t R oots ou tside  th e

dow ntow n City T arge t on  S o u th w est N in th  
and M o rriso n  S tre e t b e tw een  2 p.m . and 5 
p m. m o st days. T ina  sells a block away at 
N ordstrom . T h e  m oney  th ey  m ake selling 
th e  p a p e r h e lp s th e m  g e t by, b u t even 
m ore  th an  th e  m oney, Alicia and  T ina  value 
th e  com m unity  th e y ’ve found a t S tre e t 
R oots. “S tre e t R oots h as h e lp ed  m e find a 
new  family, good friends, a new  way of life,” 
sh e  said. “Since I ’ve m oved to  Portland , 
S tre e t R oots h as given m e a freedom  to do 
as I w ish, selling, ge tting  m e o u t and 
socializing, m ee tin g  new  p eo p le .”

Alicia loves every th ing  abou t h e r  new  
le . “I love th e  w e a th e r  h e re , i t ’s 
beautiful! And th e  tre a tm e n t I ’ve 

g o tten  in P o rtland  is th e  b e s t I 
could have asked  for. Being 

tre a te d  as th e  fem ale I am  is 
an  abso lu te  delight. I t ’s how 
I shou ld  have b e en  trea te d  
from  th e  beg inn ing .”

Alicia and  T ina have an 
a p a r tm e n t now, b u t she 
has e x p erien ced  

h o m e le ssn e ss  on and off 
for th e  p a s t five years.

“I know  w hat people 
on  th e  s tre e ts  are  

going th rough . If I 
had  to give up my 

hom e to 
som eone else, I 
would. I can 
easily give th e  
sh ir t  off my 
back and no t 
worry about 
it.”

by Elizabeth Considine
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