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Opinion

Given the chance, people will do the right thing

Isvael Bayer is the
executive director of
Street Roots. You can
reach him at
israel@streetroots.org
or follow him on
Twitter @israelbayer.

y By Israel Bayer

t's about that time. My days at Street

Roots are winding down. Next week, I will

be writing a reflective piece of my
experience at Street Roots. and a snapshot of
homelessness today.

Saying that, this will be my last Director’s
Desk. The new
executive director, Kaia
1) Sand, will be taking the
SK reins starting next
sy week.

Most of my adult life
has lived on these
pages, working to
defend the rights of
people experiencing homelessness and being
a part of an amazing team helping make
Street Roots what it is today.

I've described Street Roots many times as a
small train carrying a heavy load. That hasn’t
changed. I'm proud that Street Roots has
nestled itself into the local media landscape
while working to change the face of people on
the streets. _

We couldn’t do it without the support of
readers and supporters like you. For long-time
readers, you've watched us grow from a
scrappy monthly publication to an award-
winning weekly publication over the past 18

years. Today, we continue to deliver a range of

critical dialogue and reporting on social
justice issues facing the larger community.
That won’t change.

In a time when our country appears to be
lost at sea, our community divided over the
issue of homelessness — Street Roots helps
bridge the gaps between the general public
and the homeless population. After all, people
experiencing homelessness are our neighbors.
They are mothers and sisters, fathers and
brothers, sons and daughters. They are
human beings that simply don’t have a safe
place to call home.

Street Roots means not only giving
people dignity and hope, but
becoming engaged with people
in an intentional way that
changes people’s perspectives
and offers people a
meaningful way to give back.

I believe that given the
chance that most people,
regardless of their
experiences want to do
the right thing. I believe
Street Roots is an

example of this. Your support of vendors is
real. It’s tangible. It’s right in front of you. It’s
beautiful.

Everyone at Street Roots works so hard to
deliver the newspaper week-in and week-out.
One of the things we are most proud of is that
the Street Roots office have been open to
vendors and people on the streets 365 days a
year for 18 years! That’s 6,570 days. Given
the small team we have, that’s an amazing
accomplishment. We haven’t missed a beat.
It’s a testament to how much we all care, not
only about giving people a hand up, but to
also be able to provide a space for readers to
understand the issue of poverty at a very
deep level. '

In celebration of this accomplishment, I'm
asking readers to do a few things. One, stop
by and thank your neighborhood vendor for
the work that they do. Rain or shine, vendors
are working hard to improve their lives.

Two, start drinking Street Roast. If you
haven’t heard, Marigold Coffee launched a
new coffee line in Portland. Every bag sold
goes to support the mission of Street Roots.
Street Roast is available in New Seasons
stores throughout Portland.

Lastly, regular readers know I'm not shy
about asking for money. It will be the last
thing I ask of you after spending most of my
adult life dedicated to Street Roots and the
street paper movement. I believe in this
organization with every once of my being. I

believe in the vendors, I believe in the
readers. I believe in the idea that no matter

where you come from or where you'’re going,
we all have something to offer.

Please take the time to make a small or
large donation to support Street Roots. You
can make a recurring donation at
streetroots.org or a one-time donation at the
Willamette Week Give!Guide at giveguide.org.

Thank you, readers, for a great ride. Keep
the faith. No matter how hard the winds blow,
we are stronger together. Thanks for
believing in Street Roots. I
believe in you.
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