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after con.fi(.iential informants indicated he
was receiving and selling meth, according
to a misconduct report.

Before the 30-day investigation was
completed, Staggs received notice that he’d
been placed under administrative hold and
woul.d continue to stay in solitary
fzonfln.ement for “six months or until the
investigation is complete.”

Charges weren’t issued until January.

: He wrote that the investigators “are
simply taking the word of other inmates
who are under the influence of narcotics
who fail UA testing and then are offered ’a
deal to avoid (segregation) themselves.”

He_ went on to say that his mental and
emotional health were affected, and his
reputation as a model inmate had been
destroyed.

‘fE.lvery prison official, program
facilitator and educational teacher I've had
all the way down to the medication line ’
nurses, keep me in question,” he wrote.

: When his fiancée called the prison to
f?nd out what had happened, she said, the
lieutenant told her that there was no
physical evidence Staggs was involved but
that he had a “hunch” he was going to
continue to follow up on.

Meanwhile, Staggs sat in isolation while
the investigation continued.

At Staggs’ request, fellow inmate Jason
Ellis submitted what he called a
“declaration of truth.” It stated that in

January 2017, the lieutenant offered him a
“G-Shock watch with large metal buttons”
in exchange for testimony that would

incriminate Staggs.
Ellis wrote that during the exchange, the

lieutenant insisted Staggs had shown Ellis
that he had meth.

«T denied this, as it was untrue,” Ellis
wrote, adding that the lieutenant again told
him that if he would just fill out the form
saying Staggs showed him drugs, the watch
would be his for free.

Ellis did not sign a statement, but others
reportedly did. _

According to Staggs’ disciplinary hearing
order, he was found guilty of introduction
and distribution of meth into Oregon State
Penitentiary because “a Jarge amount of

confidential informant testimony was
submitted in this case and deemed to be
believable.”

There was no physical evidence.

Whether any of the testimony is true is
questionable, but the result was another
long stint in segregation, followed by
another move to the IMU at Snake River.
This time, however, he was able to
participate in the newer program, which
got him out of his cell and shackled to a
seat in a classroom for about four hours
each week.

He found the new program far more
beneficial than the packets, and he signed
up to be a teacher’s aide in future classes.

He was released back into general
population this past week. He had just
spent another 10 months in segregation.

Sarah Radcliffe, an attorney with
Disability Rights Oregon, said her office
constantly receives complaints about
conditions in Oregon prisons’ special

segregation units. :
“Imagine a hotel bathroom,” she said.

«That’s about the size of an individual cell.
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