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Keep fighting for what you believe in, PortlandIn my time at Street Roots I ’ve watched readers do some amazing things for vendors. Readers helping organize first and last month’s rent for a vendor, doctors helping with surgeries, dentists helping people get dentures, people attending Alcohol Anonymous meetings with their favorite vendor and offering uppresents during the
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holidays. The list goes on and on.One of the more beautiful things about Street Roots is that while we experience the trauma of homelessness collectively, we also witness the best of peopleand our community.Street Roots allows the larger community to build authentic relationships with people on the streets -  to help people get a hand up and break down the many barriers facing people in today’s climate.There’s so many ways to support vendors, including giving a generous tip or simply offering up a smile. Maybe it’s a nice meal, or flowers or some cold water on a hot day.That’s why I’m always surprised to hear people say that Portland has lost its support for people experiencing homelessness.What a loaded statement, right?I mean, the fact that people experiencing homelessness are so woven into the fabric of Portland’s culture that that kind of statement has to be made in the first place is sad.The reality is I don’t think for one minute that the good people of Portland are sick of the homeless. Maybe people are sick of homelessness itself. But people aren’t sick of human beings living without a home, so much as they are sick of witnessing people suffering on our streets without a home.The reality is that talking about the solutions to homelessness, much like climate change, has become hard to quantify. How do we talk about the need for more resources and political will for ending people’s homelessness when we already know we don’t have the resources or political will to actually end homelessness? It’s a conundrum.Our system knows how to provide people with a safe and stable home. We are simply faced with outside forces and marketplace realities that

make it almost impossible to solve the issues at large.Logical and successful outcomes are hard to talk about when the reality is so much bigger than any one person or strategy.We all know that homelessness is not a normal human condition. Yet, we live in a world that it’s absolutely normal. It’s a reality.Elected officials careers are made on the backs of people experiencing homelessness. An entire industry has been created to respond to it.Almost every newspaper in town has assigned a reporter to cover it. Yet people on the streets continue to suffer.Homelessness is both political and personal in Portland. And unfortunately, the issue isn’t going away anytime soon. There’s no place for thousands of people to go, regardless of how many resources we pour into dissecting the issue and trying to respond with anything other than housing, health care and employment.Portland needs to continue exploring ways to generate an ongoing revenue source to support people in accessing and maintaining housing. Walking away from the issue or simply trying to manage it isn’t an option.Today, more than ever, Portlanders need something big to grab hold of -  something that gives both individuals and families on the streets and the larger community something to believe in. It will take real leadership.It starts with you and it starts with me.Please take the time to write or call elected officials both locally and at the state level to let them know it’s not homeless people you’re sick of — you’re sick of people having to live without a safe place to call home and what you care about is the human rights of all Portlanders and Oregonians.Together, Portlanders, we can rise above the noise and work toward giving people a safe place to call home. We can’t give up the fight, not today and not tomorrow. It will take time. It will take a village. It will take using our voice.Real change in our community always starts with relationships and Street Roots can’t thank readers enough for being engaged in solutions -  one conversation and one newspaper at a time. Your neighborhood Street Roots vendor thanks you. Portland thanks you.
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