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One 
for all
Timbers’ midfielder 
Diego Valeri is a 
phenomenal soccer 
player -  with a bent 
for human rights, 
fine literature and 
rock ‘n roll

BY JULES BOYKOFF
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

E
l M aestro . El Rey. St. Valeri. Since arriving in
Portland  in 2013, T im bers m idfielder D iego Valeri 
has accum ulated an array  of adoring nicknam es. 

W ith his ou tspoken  love for th e  city of Portland, Valeri 
has w orked his way into th e  h e a rts  of T im bers d iehards 
and th e  casual fan alike. T he  A rgentinean  has achieved 
g rea t on-field success, w ith one M ajor L eague Soccer 
cham pionship u n d er his belt. In 2015 he  w as nam ed 
M ost Valuable P layer in th e  M LS Cup final, w here  he 
scored  a key goal en  rou te  to P o rtland ’s firs t league title. 
Valeri is on pace to becom e th e  T im bers all-time leader 
in assists, and he  could eclipse th e  record  for goals as 
well. H e plays w ith fierce urgency and sublim e style, and 
is rightly  renow ned as one of th e  silkiest, m ost skillful 
a ttacking m idfielders in th e  league. Valeri has also 
re p re se n te d  th e  A rgentina N ational Team  th re e  tim es in 
in te rnational com petition.

B ut beyond all th e  soccer accolades, Valeri has an 
ethical m etric  th a t clicks to th e  rhy thm  of social justice. 
H e and his family -  wife F lorencia and daughter, Connie 
-  dedicate  them selves to  an a rray  of causes, from  book 
donation drives to  assistance  w ith foster-care fam ilies. 
Simply put, Valeri is no t your average professional 
a th le te . T h e  31-year-old b rim s w ith  ex trao rd inary  off- 
field in te res ts : he
reads theological 
tex ts  for p leasure , 
s tru m s his gu ita r 
to relax, 
con tem pla tes 
F ren ch  poetry.
W hat’s 
im m ediately  
ap p aren t is th a t 
Valeri adores his 
family. They live in 
th e  Pearl D istric t of 
P o rtland  w here  they 
soak up

th e  city’s gifts and grapp le  w ith  its com plexities. Valeri 
has suggested  h e ’d like to  re tire  in P ortland , and th e  
T im bers recen tly  signed him  to a co n trac t ex tension
th a t s tre tch es  th ro u g h  2019.

At th e  re q u e s t of Valeri, th e  in terv iew  w as conducted  
in English. (“I have to  keep  going in E nglish  because  I 
have to  im prove,” he  insisted .)

Ju les Boykoff: Let’s start o ff with books, since they’re 
important to you.

D iego Valeri: F or su re , books a re  im p o rtan t for m e 
and for my family, and for everybody. T h e  tim e spen t 
reading  c rea te s  in you m any positive th ings. I t ’s very  
im portan t. I love read ing  theo logy  and philosophy, and I 
love St. A ugustine and his book “T h e  City of G od.” I like 
to  read  St. T hom as A quinas, too. T h e re ’s also E duardo 
G aleano and h is “S occer in Sun and Shadow ” b u t his 
politics w riting, too. T h ere  a re  a couple books by 
G aleano th a t I really  like: “O pen Veins of Latin  A m erica” 
and “U pside Down: A P rim e r  for th e  Looking-Glass 
W orld.” I love th e  way he  w rites . And I like poetry, for 
su re  -  yes, of cou rse . I like “F lo res del M ai” (“Flow ers 
of Evil” by C harles B audelaire). I like L eonardo 
Castellani, an A rgentinean  p o e t w ho always talked  about 
“F lo res del M ai.” B u t m ostly  I like to  read  theo logy  and 
philosophy.

J.B.: You don’t hear that sort o f reading list everyday 
from a soccer player. And you also enjoy music, and you 
play guitar. What type o f music do you like?

D.V.: I like rock  ‘n ’ roll, and th e  b lues. C hristian  
m usic, too. M ore acoustic guitar, b u t to  be  honest, I like 
rock.

J.B.: You and your family are avid supporters o f the 
Portland Thorns. In fact you’ve been called a “Portland 
Thorns superfan ” by one soccer magazine. What is it that 

you enjoy about the Thorns?

D.V.: A lo t of th ings. F irst, to  enjoy w ith  my daugh te r 
th a t  spec tacu lar m om en t in th e  stadium . F or m e it’s 
w eird because  I ’m  used  to  being  inside, on th e  field. So 
w hen I ’m  outside  in th e  stands, supporting  th e  team  and

w atching th em  play, looking around  a t every th ing  in 
th e  crowd, it’s g rea t to share  w ith  my daughter. She 
loves it. Loves it. She u n d e rs tan d s  th e  gam e and sh e ’s 

very  involved in th e  gam e, and  th a t m akes m e feel 
|  really good. W atching th e  T ho rns, it’s amazing.

And to be honest, I don ’t th ink  I ,
■ k .  could really do it in

If everyone did at 
least one good act 
per day, It could bel] 
change the people 
around you and 
eventually change 
your city,"

P H O TO  BY D IE G O  D IA Z


