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Answers to Page 15 Puzzles

BY MEGAN SMITH
STAFF W R IT E R

F
rom  his backpack, Shaggy pulls a
long, stu rdy  p iece of bam boo w rapped  
in lanyards and trin k e ts  th a t he  has 

com e across in his travels. T he  artfully 
deco ra ted  walking stick  is a rem in d er to  th is 
S tre e t Roots vendor th a t he  is letting  life 
take him  w here  opportun ity  p re sen ts  itself.

Shaggy, 32, w as given his nam e years ago 
by co-w orkers who recognized  a passing 
resem blance  to th e  iconic b e s t friend  of a 
G rea t D ane in th e  Scooby Doo cartoon.

“I t  w as ju s t  my
dem eanor,” he  said,
“and my hair as it 
w as growing out.
T h ere  are  th ings 
abou t his ch arac te r 
th a t m atch  for m e.”

Pointing to  his 
favorite Scooby Doo 
T-shirt th a t reads,
“W hat happens in th e  
van, stays in th e  
van,” Shaggy says he 
and his eponym  
share  a ta len t for
rem aining  open  to  new  experiences 
and rem aining  u p b ea t in th e  face of 
obstacles.

“A positive m ental a ttitude  can

accom plish alm ost anything. Applying it to 
any given situation, it could go a com pletely 
d ifferent way if you approach  i t  w ith  a good 
a ttitude  ra th e r  th an  a bad one .”

Shaggy said his b ro th e r  insp ired  him  to 
try  traveling.

“H e told m e, ‘U nburden  yourself from  all 
of your stuff. Go on th e  road. Go se e  new  
things. L earn  som e new  skills,’” Shaggy 
said.

“I t’s b een  aw esom e. I’ve 
had som e g rea t 
experiences. Ju s t 
getting to  m ee t 
people you never 
would en co u n te r 
if you w eren ’t 
hom eless.
Ju s t cause 
you m ight

you’re  p a r t  of a d ifferen t w orld .”
Shaggy said he  is te s tin g  o u t th e  th eo ry

th a t  to  tru ly  u n d e rs tan d  som eth ing , one 
n eed s  to  ex p erien ce  it directly.

“B eing hom eless, it’s a d ifferen t way to 
ex p erien ce  th is  city. To ex p erien ce  it from  
th e  s tre e t  up  is so r t  of in te res tin g ,” he  said. 
“Like no t having (public) ba th room s, th en  
w hen  you do find one, th e re  is som eone in 
th e re  for 20 m inu tes ahead  of you. You 
would never see  all th a t  if you d idn’t  

ex p erien ce  it.”
Shaggy quickly connec ted  to  S tre e t 

R oots and s ta r te d  selling th e  p ap e r 
and subm itting  p o e try  abou t his

observations of living on th e
stre e ts . H e can o ften  be found 

ou tside  th e  downtown Voodoo 
D oughnuts, w here  he  enjoys 
th e  lively a tm osphere .

“S tre e t R oots is a way to 
m ake m y own way,” he says.

“I t’s b e en  a g re a t way to m ee t 
people, cu sto m ers and vendors 

and o th e r  folks w ho a re  on  th e
s tre e ts  playing th e  violin o r 

som eth ing . I t ’s led  to  som e g rea t 
conversations w ith  peop le .”
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Sheeptoast by Elizabeth Considine
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