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Even with the rapidly changing =~
demographic and landscape on Alberta Street
Drushal and Grijalva see this as a
reaffirmation of their need to continue
operating.

“Over the summer we’re going to have
teachers and workshops,” said Grijalva. “We
have a whole equity committee planned and
we want to make sure we'’re reaching people
and are making space for people who Alberta
[residents] really want, too. (The) POC-led
equity committee (will) work with different
community-led organizations to find people
whose families have been impacted by
gentrification here. Those people are still
here. There are a lot of families who are
absolutely resisting and we want to give them
an opportunity to make money and an
opportunity to take back the space. So that’s
what we’re working on right now. It’s gonna
be creative reuse, art and mending. Our goal
is.to use. excess stuff that comes through the
Free Hutch. Maybe we’ll turn t-shirts into tote
bags. We'll also have people teach others how
to fix broken appliances and stuff like that.”

“It’s definitely worth the fight for the sake
of resistance,” Drushal said. “We don’t want
to give up that spot for someone to build a
high-dollar inaccessible boutique.” And as far
as any fears for pushback or challenges,
Grijalva said, “Where I see there being any
controversy at all is that we’re in support of
true equity.”

Y

Follow the Alberta Free Hutch online:
@albertafreehutchpdx
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Homeless rates increasing across Europe

omelessness grabs a lot of

headlines in Portland, but it’s

without question a global issue.
The United States homeless figures
continues to hover at more than a half a
million people, give or take a few
percentage points in recent years.
Meanwhile, countries across Europe are
seeing a disturbing trend.

According to a new report from EU
housing organization Feansta, European
countries are facing a homelessness and
housing exclusion “crisis.”

Launched in the European Parliament
in Brussels in late March, the Second
Overview of Housing Exclusion in Europe
reveals alarming trends in homelessness
in the majority of European Union
countries. :

“Homelessness is increasing in almost
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all countries,” said Feantsa director Freek
Spinnewijn. “Relative poverty is going
down in Europe, but extreme poverty -
and, notably, homelessness - is going up,
and going up very fast. This is an
emergency and action is needed.”

Feansta’s report, created in conjunction
with French housing charity Fondation
Abbé Pierre, brings together a series of
studies that paint a troubling picture of
housing exclusion.

Germany has seen a 35 percent
increase in homeless people in two years.
In Austria the number of people
registered as homeless has gone up by 28
percent in six years.

In the UK, 7 percent more peOple were
sleeping rough in London between 2015
and 2016. Spain has seen an increase in
homelessness of 5 percent in seven years,
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while Italy has seen an increase of 6
percent in six years.

In response, Feantsa has launched a
new campaign — ‘Be Fair, Europe - Stand
Up for Homeless People’ - to push EU
policymakers to do more to put an end to
homelessness, including using European
funds on homelessness-reduction
programmes. The International Network
of Street Papers, of which Street Roots is
a member, is a media partner on the
campaign.

“We want the European Union to stand
up for the rights of homeless people,”
Spinnewijn said. “Homelessness is not
currently looked at as a fundamental
rights violation. I think there is room for
the European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights to start doing that.”

— Laura Kelly, Courtesy of INSP.ngo
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CENTRAL CITY

COFFEE

Dwink well. Do good.

Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to
benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES

New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's
Produce and Will Leather Goods.

AT YOUR OFFICE

Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you -
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE

Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE

Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials.

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org
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