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LOCATION -  NON-COMPARABLE -  
NON-EXHAUSTiVE OF ALARMING TRENDS 
IN HOMELESSNESS IN EUROPE
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E ven w ith  th e  rapidly changing 
dem ograph ic  and landscape on A lberta  S treet, 
D rushal and Grijalva se e  th is  as a 
reaffirm ation  of th e ir  n eed  to  con tinue 
operating .

“O ver th e  su m m er w e’re  going to  have 
tea ch e rs  and w orkshops,” said Grijalva. “We 
have a w hole equity  com m ittee  p lanned  and 
we w an t to m ake su re  w e’re  reach ing  people 
and a re  m aking space  for people  who A lberta  
[residen ts] really w ant, too. (T he) POC-led 
equity  com m ittee  (will) w ork w ith d ifferent 
com m unity-led organizations to  find people 
w hose fam ilies have b een  im pacted  by 
gentrification  h e re . T h o se  peop le  a re  still 
h e re . T h e re  are  a lo t of fam ilies who are  
absolu tely  res isting  and we w an t to  give th em  
an opportun ity  to  m ake m oney and an 
opportun ity  to take  back th e  space. So th a t’s 
w hat w e’re  w orking on rig h t now. I t’s gonna 
be creative reu se , a r t  and m ending. O ur goal 
is to u se  excess stu ff th a t com es th rough  th e  
F ree  H utch. M aybe w e’ll tu rn  t-sh irts in to  to te  
bags. W e’ll also have people teach  o th e rs  how 
to fix b roken  appliances and stuff like th a t.”

“I t’s defin itely  w orth  th e  fight for th e  sake 
of re s is tan c e ,” D rushal said. “We don’t  w an t 
to  give up th a t sp o t for som eone to build a 
high-dollar inaccessib le  bou tique .” And as far 
as any fears for pushback  o r challenges, 
Grijalva said, “W here I se e  th e re  being any 
con troversy  a t all is th a t w e’re  in su p p o rt of 
tru e  equity.”

Follow the Alberta Free Hutch online: 
@albertafreehutchpdx
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to each  o f the countries concerned. Details and explanations regarding the data are available 
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Homeless rates increasing across Europe

H
om elessness g rabs a lot of
headlines in Portland, b u t it’s 
w ithou t question  a global issue. 

T he  U nited  S ta tes  hom eless figures 
con tinues to  hover a t m ore th an  a half a 
million people, give o r take  a few 
percen tage  po in ts in re c e n t years. 
M eanw hile, coun tries across E urope  are 
seeing  a d isturb ing  trend .

According to  a new  re p o r t from  EU  
housing  organization Feansta , E uropean  
coun tries are  facing a hom elessness  and 
housing  exclusion “crisis .”

L aunched in th e  E uropean  P arliam ent 
in B russe ls  in late M arch, th e  Second 
Overview  of H ousing Exclusion in E urope 
reveals alarm ing tren d s in hom elessness 
in th e  m ajority  of E uropean  Union 
coun tries.

“H om elessness is increasing in alm ost

all coun tries ,” said F ean tsa  d irec to r F reek  
Spinnewijn. “Relative poverty  is going 
down in E urope, b u t ex trem e poverty  -  
and, notably, hom elessness  -  is going up, 
and going up very  fast. T h is is an 
em ergency  and action is n eed ed .”

F ean sta ’s rep o rt, c rea ted  in conjunction 
w ith  F rench  housing  charity  Fondation 
Abbé P ie rre , b rings to g e th e r a se rie s  of 
stud ies th a t pa in t a troubling p ictu re  of 
housing  exclusion.

G erm any has seen  a 35 p e rc en t 
increase  in hom eless people  in two years. 
In A ustria th e  num ber of people 
reg is te red  as hom eless has gone up by 28 
p e rc en t in six years.

In th e  UK, 7 p e rc en t m ore people w ere 
sleeping rough in London betw een 2015 
and 2016. Spain has seen  an increase  in 
h om elessness of 5 p e rc en t in seven years,

while Italy has seen  an increase  of 6 
p e rc en t in six years.

In  response , F ean tsa  has launched  a 
new  cam paign -  ‘Be Fair, E u rope  -  S tand  
Up for H om eless P eop le’ -  to  push  EU  
policym akers to  do m ore  to  p u t an end  to  
hom elessness , including using  E u ro p ean  
funds on hom elessness-reduction  
p rog ram m es. T he  In terna tional N etw ork 
of S tre e t P apers , of which S tre e t Roots is 
a m em ber, is a m edia p a rtn e r  on th e  
cam paign.

“We w ant th e  E uropean  Union to stand  
up for th e  righ ts of hom eless peop le ,” 
Spinnewijn said. “H om elessness is no t 
cu rren tly  looked a t as a fundam ental 
righ ts  violation. I th ink  th e re  is room  for 
th e  E uropean  U nion Agency for 
Fundam ental Rights to s ta r t  doing th a t.”

-  Laura Kelly, Courtesy of INSP.ngo
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We're passionate about helping our community 
access healthy food that they can trust. By shopping 
at our market, you'll get extra food dollars while 
supporting local farmers and community.

3029 SE 21st Ave. btwn Powell & Division
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Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 
benefit programs at Central City Concern.

J z  Come worship 
with us

a to ó se  C ity P arh  
P resbyterian Church

Worship every Sunday 
10 a m.

We are a congregation of the Presby­
terian Church (USA). Our congrega­
tion welcomes all people regardless 
of race, Nationality, class, gender, 
age, or sexual orientation. We pledge 
ourselves to the reconciling work of 
God through Jesus Christ.

ífo inclusive community o f faith"
NE Sandy Blvd. at 44th Ave. 
www. r o s ecityp arkpres. org 

Follow us on PacehookT

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce and Will Leather Goods.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it 
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials.

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org

centralcitycoffee.org
facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee
mailto:coffee@ccconcern.org

