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A few years ago, I worked with kids from the Warm Springs Indian Reservation. I was invited to a summer training to lead activities designed to inspire youths’ creative expression around sharing what is beautiful and what is difficult in a way that honors their culture. They were shy, playful, energized -  much like most kids I’d worked with in the past. But what really stood out was their unwavering support and encouragement of each other as each of them stepped out of their comfort zone. They held a strong moral compass for themselves and others, and I’m quite sure I learned more than they did.As I got to know one youth in particular, she confessed that her father was battling addiction and that she was sometimes afraid of being driven in a car with him. The girl was worried about a possible accident, but her bigger fear was that if she told someone, her parent could be incarcerated, and she would be placed in foster care. She knew that was the routine “protective” measure for the peers in her community, and she was right to be concerned. According to the Oregon Department of Human Services, Native American children are placed in foster care six times more often than white kids, and Native American adults are disproportionately sent to prison and jail. It made sense that this girl had learned to lie about a possible risk because it was a survival strategy that was safer for her than the alternative.In that context and many others, I ’ve observed countless scenarios of hurt people risking further harm by protecting someone they love who is hurting them. Their reasons were many, but most often, they protected

someone who put them at risk because they felt that the people trying to help them could never see the whole picture. They felt they never got to say what they needed unless it fit into the precise box being offered to them by a person representing a construct that was not of their culture.Before that summer and since, I ’ve spent years working directly with crime victims and their families, and hundreds of survivors’ stories later, I see a system that says it’s committed to bringing justice to those at risk or impacted by crime but that often doesn’t respond to the diversity of victim needs that are as multifaceted as the individuals themselves.So many of my colleagues who were part of that system felt troubled by knowing they couldn’t provide safety in the way they had intended. Whether it was public safety or child welfare, the frustration persisted. And typically, the course of action was to apply a remedy that was temporary but would often compound the situation. We were a group of well-meaning people very blind to the needs of some, specifically the people most harmed by the system’s shortcomings.One woman I worked with was being abused by her husband, so she reached out to law enforcement seeking safety for her children and herself. The court issued a “no contact” order. My client didn’t speak English fluently, and without an interpreter, both public safety and the court failed to account for her cultural needs when responding with a blanket court order forbidding contact.The order gave her a measure of safety because she wanted the abuse to stop, but she didn’t necessarily want him completely removed from her life. She, their kids, and their extended family depended on him for all the reasons that family members rely on each other: they share a car and finances and childcare responsibilities. The new restrictions caused immense difficulty for her entire family. She wanted to be safe, but with the “no contact” order, she was now in fear of

getting in trouble with the system that she hoped would make her life better.These stories and too many others like them are what motivated me to look to more systems-wide solutions to prime survivors’ needs. That search landed me at Partnership for Safety and Justice as the new Crime Survivor Program Director. In this role with PSJ, I see real opportunity to work more closely with system players from diverse disciplines to engage them in meaningful dialogues about what is possible when we derive solutionsfrom those we aspire to serve.Nothing could bring greater meaning to this role than elevating the voices of young people and the ones who will bear the burden of our miscalculations.For too long, the voices of victims and survivors have been overlooked by the criminal justice system.Thankfully we are evolving. Today we know leaders and advocates across the state that see the complexities in public safety and are no longer spinning a singular story to define all who have been hurt or all who have caused harm. They know that it’s time to shift our assumptions of who is a crime victim and who causes harm. It’s time to be accountable to the racial disparities that are deepened by the blind spots of our current criminal justice system. It’s time to address the structural aspects of how we determine who is hurting who and why. It’s time to ask all crime survivors what justice looks like for them and fight to address those diverse needs. Their voices hold the answers if we are willing to listen.
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UP TO SID MATCH WITH EBT CARD
We’re passionate about helping our community 
access healthy food that they can trust By shopping 
at our market you'll get extra food dollars while 
supporting local farmers and community.

3029 SE 21 st Ave. btwn Powell & Division
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We are a congregation of the Presby­
terian Church (USA). Our congrega­
tion welcomes all people regardless 
of race, Nationality, class, gender, 
age, or sexual orientation. We pledge 
ourselves to the reconciling work of 
God through Jesus Christ.

Xw inclusive community o f faith“
NE Sandy Blvd. at 44th Ave. 
www. r os ecityp arkpr es. org 

Follow us on Facebook!
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Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 
benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck’s 
Produce and Will Leather Goods.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it 
shipped directly to you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Central City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials.
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