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o
C E N TR A L C IT Y

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

VENDOR PROFILE 
Deadpool & Jennifer

BY LEONORA KO 
STAFF WRITER

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce and Will Leather Goods.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch w ith us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to  you or a friend.

AT KASBAH MOROCCAN CAFE 
Get your espresso favorites at Old Town's 
newest spot (201 NW Davis Street), featuring 
Centra I City Coffee!

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials. 

centraldtycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.ofg
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B
eadpool loves Jennifer and wrote a 
poem published in Street Roots 
called “True Love” for all Portland

to see.
“It’s about finding someone that loves 

you for who you are, unconditionally,” said 
Deadpool. “(Someone who) doesn’t  care 
about your past, who doesn’t  care about 
what you look like, how you dress, how 
much money you have. Just loves you for 
you -  and I’ve got that with her.”

“It’s easy to love you, though,” replied 
Jennifer.

In January, Deadpool and Jennifer went 
through a “handfasting,” a 
pagan ceremony to declare 
their commitment to each 
other.

“We took a vow to love 
each other. Care for each 
other. Respect each 
other,” Deadpool said.

Deadpool is originally 
from Scotts Mills, a 
small town between 
Salem and Portland.
Jennifer says she is from 
“all over.” They met on 
the street and both say
th ey  are learn in g  to have a

her photo taken for this 
interview)

Deadpool said his sensitivity 
comes out in his poetry:
“Whether it’s dark poetry or

happy poetry, there’s always a part of me in 
there. Part of my soul. Part of me. I’ve 
always been able to write poetry. When L 
was a kid, I won third prize for a poem 
about my sister when she was born. Then I 
had a poem published about my sister 
when I was in prison.”

He was deeply affected when someone 
sent a note about his poetry to Street 
Roots: “They said they really enjoyed it and 
that they could relate to it. It made me feel 
good to get that, you know?”

Deadpool said he lives with several 
conditions that make it difficult for him to 
secure a permanent job. “Going out and 
selling Street Roots on the corner, it’s 
helped me a lot with getting over my social 
anxieties. I have to get out there and sell 
the paper and sell myself. I had one 
lady that told me I was the most 
enthusiastic vendor she’d ever

seen.
Besides getting good feedback on his 

poetry and salesmanship, he has gained 
something more important at Street Roots: 
a role model. Deadpool has learned some 
important coping lessons watching Cole 
Merkel, the Street Roots Vendor Program 
Director, who sets an example as he works 
with vendors.

“Watching Cole and seeing what Cole 
deals with every day, and all the stress that 
Cole deals with, has taught me a lot. It’s 
taught me to be a more patient, respectful 
person -  to be a better person,” Deadpool 
said.

Recently, when Jennifer was involved in a 
street confrontation, Deadpool protected 

her using his brain rather than 
his brawn. He called the 

Street Roots office for advice 
enlisted a nearby 

guard for help.
“Street Roots has 

me to be patient 
do the right thing,” 
Deadpool. “Instead

going out and wanting 
to fight the person,

I’m learning to do 
the better thing, 

the bigger
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ând are experiencing 
or at risk of 

becoming 
homeless?

Transition
Projects

Please call 855.425.5544 
or visit 650 NW Irving Street

centraldtycoffee.org
facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee
mailto:coffee@ccconcern.ofg

