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Or appointing people who think we should
undo the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau?

I think we should be able to win back
some of the people who voted for him by
pointing out how much he is going the
. opposite direction, and I think we need to
do more as well to show it.

Particularly, the single biggest thing for
us to do is to propose a significant cut in
military spending. To deal with it, you need
to do a number of things, but really, the
most important is to get more funding for
the federal government so you can help
people with some of the impacts of
inequality.

Trump’s right: We don't have to be so
militarized; other countries should be doing
more. Let's free up over $100 billion a year,
which we can then use to expand Medicare,
and to really fund higher education and
vocational education, etc.

E.G.: I began our last interview asking you
about how you've seen the rules of the political
game change throughout your career. It seems
to have changed drastically again this past
election cycle, with Twitter and small donors
making big impacts. Would you say the
political game is changing for better or for
worse?

B.F.: Let’s put it this way: Some of the
changes were good; some of them were

bad. You can’t characterize all of them.

I think people were insufficiently
skeptical of the Internet. That was very
negative: the great misinformation that
people, including the regular media, were
not aware of. I think we have some
correction there. I think there will be less
susceptibility to misinformation from the
internet going forward.

E.G.: After reversing their attempt at
guiting the independent Office of
Congressional Ethics, House Republicans
gave congressional staff subp power. What
do these preliminary moves tell us about what
to expect over the next four years?

B.F.: One of the things that has helped

people on the right - they were able to
kind of blame everything bad that
happened on us. I think that's reversing. ...
They're in charge now. If people get cut off
of Medicare or lose their medical care
because of what they do, that will be their
problem.

So [ think what will happen going
forward is they may try to continue their
model of blaming other people, but they
have the House, they have the Senate,
they have the presidency, they have the
nominee to the Supreme Court; I think it's
going to be hard, given that, for them to
blame things that go wrong on the
Megxicans.

E.G.: Donald Trump told “60 Minutes”
that samesex marriage is a settled issue.
Does this mean it's safe under a Trump
presidency?

B.F.: Not entirely. Yes, it's a settled
issue, and the chief justice is much too
reasonable, albeit a conservative, to want to
undo it.

But here’s the problem: I think that he
will go along with the congressional
Republicans, especially with Pence in there
as vice president.

They're going to make it easier for
people to ignore our rights by saying
religion trumps our rights. That’s what they
are going to do.
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