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Untitled (M adness)
By Daniel Cox

Sometimes I stop and marvel
at the madness of it all
in the grand carnival of life
Grandeur, schemes and pitiful plots
dance across the stage. All actors are set
in place, lines well-rehearsed
The show must go on
From dusk till dawn in the shadows
spread secrets not yet revealed.
Treachery unmasks itself.
Who fools oneself with vanity. We yell 
for the greater good of all 
So I feel the icy fear 
And take my stance,
In ignorance and confidence
I brace myself for the onslaught
Fear no doubt
tries in vain to usurp
my power, and shared vision of madness
perverts the truth, and the game is at foot.
An echo from the past whispers,
Not all is to be continued.
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Deidra Youngerman

BY LEONORA KO 
C O N T R IB U T IN G  W R IT E R

D
eidra Youngerman, or “Peaches,” has 
an easy going manner and laugh that 
has helped her make friends around 
the world.

“I was bom in Greenwood, South
Carolina,” said Deidra. “Basically, I’m a 
military b rat Grew up 
everywhere. I’ve either 
lived or stayed in all the 
states but five.”

As a teenager, she 
wrote her name on the 
Berlin Wall while it 
was still standing.

“There were 
certain rules where 
you could sign it 
and there were 
areas where

you couldn’t do anything,” she said. “When 
we went back the following year, we saw it 
when it was coming down. We went and 
grabbed the piece that had our name on it.”

She spent two of her favorite high school 
years in Japan and still keeps in contact with 
a friend there through Facebook.

When she returned to the United States, 
she eventually married and had three sons. 
But after several accidents she became 
disabled and was unable to care for her 
children, who went to live with an uncle.
She ended up homeless in Portland with an 
abusive husband who cut her off from her 
family.

She said that’s when she hit rock 
bottom and was ready to give up.

“I’m not a church-going person that
goes every Sunday or Wednesday, but I 

read my Bible,” said Deidra, “And
when I was in a bad situation, I turned 
to Him and said ‘I need You.’ When 
there was nobody for me to talk to, 
that was actually what brought me 
some promise. I would sit there

my thoughts on paper and then I would talk 
to God about it. And then that’s when all of 
a sudden all my answers started coming to 
me. That’s when I started writing poems.”

Deidra divorced her husband and took 
more steps toward independence.

In Portland, some of her oldest friends 
are Street Roots vendors and they 
encouraged her to sell Street Roots. Now 
Deidra sells Street Roots and said “it’s more 
like a job. You’ve got to show up. You’ve got 
to be there.”

Deidra is also in a healthier relationship 
with a boyfriend who supports her work 
with Street Roots. Recently, he raised an 
eyebrow when Deidra proudly paid for 
groceries with cash. Her boyfriend thinks 
Street Roots “is cool.”

She is back in contact with her family and 
said “I’m always talking with my mom. My 
parents were always there for me. If I 
needed something, they were there. They 
didn’t  care if it was the last thing that they 
had, they were there.”

Now that her parents are in a financial 
bind, Deidra is paying back 
|her debt to them with some 

of her Street Roots 
earnings.

Things are not 
perfect She worries 

what she and her 
boyfriend will do when 
their apartment lease is 
up in January. Her eldest 

son is having his own c r is is .
But Deidra is pressing on and 

p a r a p h r a s e d  o n e  o f  her p o e m s  
that was recently published in 

Street Roots.
“What is the meaning of true love? It’s 

the kindness, the joy when you walk hand 
in hand, laughing and crying together, 
weeping and sharing thoughts. What it all 
comes down to: we are praying together.”
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CENTRAL CITY

COFFEE
Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 

benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck’s 
Produce and Will Leather Goods.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch w ith  us and we can help you 
make tha t happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to  you o r a friend.

Follow o ur Facebook page fo r updates and specials.

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcern.org

Holistic • Self-Em power me nt 
Physical & Emotional Well-Being 
Curiosity • Engagement «Choice

"Nothing happens until 
something moves." - Albert Einstein

Intentergy 
(888) 391-5059

SE Portland Office

conscious-intent@outlook.com
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S lid ing scaie ( f irs t session, free)
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