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Celebrate housing for life: Yes for Affordable Homes

BSBECTOm 
DESK 

By Israel Bayer

Israel B ayer is  the 

executive director o f  
Street Roots. You can  

reach him  a t  

israel@streetroots. org 

or  follow  h im  on  

Twitter @israelbayer.

M
ichael Votta and his partner Andie
were everything to one another. Both 
mentally ill, they were lovers, best 

friends and survivors of a lifetime of abuse. 
They looked out for one another on the 
streets. It was a beautiful love affair to witness 
in a  world gone wrong.

Tragically, Michael died homeless and alone 
' on the streets, without

his dear Andie. On 
most days, I see Andie 
in Old Town wandering 
the streets, also 
homeless and alone.

________________  Sometimes she’s
there mentally, but 
often times she is n o t 

.She always seems to find the space to say 
hello to me, regardless of if she’s having a bad 
day or n o t I do my best to give her time & 
offer her a smile and hello in return. She both
haunts me & inspires me. In her eyes, I  see 
the ghosts of not only Michael and herself, but 
the dozens of people I’ve had relationships 
with that have died on the streets. She 
inspires me because she’s still going and has 
refused to give up. I fear that Andie, like many 
others will die an untimely death on the 
streets w no one by their side.

Now I have worked on the streets for 15 
long years, which seems like a lifetime. The 
trauma I carry along with the fight has 
consumed me at times. But in the end, like 
Andie I will never give up hope -  hope that we 
as a community can give people a safe place to 
call home.

Think about this.
Every night an estimated 4,400 Portlanders 

sleep outside or in our shelters. Increasingly 
these are families, people of color, people with
disabilities and seniors.

Today in Portland, accessing a shelter can 
take two to eight months, while waiting for 
permanent affordable housing requires one to 
three years.

Last year, average monthly rents increased 
by $128 citywide. Portland is one of the most 
expensive rental markets in the nation. The

average rent in this city is nearly $1,800.
There are 61 percent more Oregon seniors 

living in poverty today than just a decade ago. 
Between 2013 and 2015, there was a 23 
percent increase in the number of people 
aged 55 and older that were homeless.

According to the last “point-in-time’’ count, 
374 children in Multnomah County were 
unsheltered, sleeping in emergency shelters, 
or in transitional housing. Nearly all were in 
families, and a growing percentage were in 
families sleeping outside or in their car. i.

And 57 percent of people experiencing 
homelessness have a disability.

More'than 50 individuals die on our streets
every year.

The reality is there are a lot of reasons why 
you should vote Yes for Affordable Homes on 
your ballot this election cycle. None more so 
than Andie, who deserves to come inside from 
the wilderness. Let’s bring 3,000 Portlanders 
home! Vote yes for affordable homes on your 
ballot

Write in
If you would like /  \  
to have /  \

something
that you’ve 7 X .  /
written published \  /
in our pages, or would /

like to get involved as a
member of our reporting staff, 
contact Managing Editor Joanne Zuhl at 
503-228-5657, joanne@sireetroots.org.
We ask that ail submissions include the 
author’s name and contact information, 
if available.

Street Roots
211 NW Davis S t
Portland, OR 97209
503-228-5657
Fax: 503-227-3117
www.streetrools.org
www.news.streetroots.org
Hours: 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m, Mon.-Fri., 7:30 
a.m,-2 p.m, Sat. and 7:30-11 a.m. Sun.

Israel Bayer and 
Michael Votta 
outside the Street 
Roots office 
earlier this year.

Advertising
Interested in advertising in Street Roots? 
Contact israel Bayer at israel@streetroofc.org 

Staff
Executive Director Israel Bayer 

israet@streetroofc.org
Managing Editor Joanne Zuhl 

joanne@streetroofc.org
Vendor Program  D irector Cole Wterket 

tole@sVeetroofc.oig
Operations Director Sarah Beecroft 
Development Director Sarah C loud  
Program A ssistant Meghann Van Pelt, 
Jesuit Volunteer
Development Assistant Patricia Romero 
Reporters Emily Green, Suzanne Zalokar, 
Sarah Hansell, Leonora Ko, Jared Paben, 
Amanda Waidroupe, Stephen Quirke 
Photographers Diego Diaz, Joe Glode 
Editorial Assistant Monica Kwasnik 
Canvasser Desmond Hardison

Board of Directors
Chairman Brad Taylor
Vice-Chairman Rachel Langford
Treasurer Heather Stadick
Secretary Dan Jones
Directors Rich Rodgers, Michael Anderson,
Leo Rhodes, Sandra Hahn, John Brown, Marcus
S w ift .

Volunteers
Jan Bayer, John Barker, Stacey Heath, Anjali 
Rathore, Zoe Kfingmann, Haven Herrin, Dan 
Jones, Dennis Hogan, Tom Wright, Judy Taylor, 
Karen Allen, Monica McKune, Susan Wolfe, 
Lucas Hawthorne, Thomas Buell Jr., Jeanie 
Lunsford, Yasmin Arrarsoteymani, Jason Cohen, 
Tom Ray, Doug Spangle, Susannah Kamala, Jon 
Raymond, Hilary Smith, Diana Richardson, 
Cherie Manning, Paul and Madeline Gefroh, 
Mary Anne Joyce and Faye Powell.
If you're interested in volunteering with Street 
Roots, please submit a volunteer application at 
streetroots.org/volunteer. Or you can call our 
volunteer coordinator for more information at 
503-228-5657.

mailto:joanne@sireetroots.org
http://www.streetrools.org
http://www.news.streetroots.org
mailto:israel@streetroofc.org
mailto:israet@streetroofc.org
mailto:joanne@streetroofc.org
mailto:tole@sVeetroofc.oig
streetroots.org/volunteer

