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Her family eventually learned about his
placement in segregation after another OSP
inmate called on Mora-Contreras’ behalf.

Additionally, after Mora-Contreras’
transfer, family and friends said they were
given the runaround when they tried to find
out why he was moved to Eastern Oregon.

His close friend and owner of Revolucién
Coffee House in downtown Portland, Maria
Garcia, visited OSP after his transfer,
demanding answers that she said she never
received.

Mora-Contreras spoke with Street Roots
from Two Rivers Correctional Institution. He
said he didn't know why he’d been placed in
segregation while he was still housed at
OSP until after his lawyer submitted an
inquiry. )

He was under investigation and was kept
in solitary confinement for 68 days before,
as DOC documents obtained by Street Roots
show, he was completely cleared of charges.

“It was horrible,” Mora-Contreras said of
his long stay in segregation. “Imagine a
room about 5 feet wide, 8 feet long, 10 feet
high. The only building on the premises
that’s air conditioned, it's always cold - in

the middle of summer. Lights go on at 5 in
the morning; lights go off at 10. I was in the
cell by myself. Your thoughts run wild. You
don't know what’s going on; you're
disoriented, suicidal thoughts will creep in
once in a while, and you're not really getting
any answers from anybody. It’s a very lonely
and cold place.”

He lost 20 pounds and the spark in his
eye during that time, observed his mother
and Garcia.

efore the investigation began in April,

Mora-Contreras was reportedly a model
inmate. He’d been president of the Latino
Club for nine years, and staying out of
trouble is a prerequisite for that job. He
created his own niche at OSP, photographing
inmate weddings and fundraisers and
advocating for Hispanic inmates.

His parents and siblings all live in the
Portland area, and it was easy for his father
to drive his mother to Salem from their
home in Hillsboro for frequent visits. But
Mora-Contreras’ father has a titanium plate
in his back that prevents him from being
able to make the three-hour trip to Two
Rivers without severe pain. He has not seen
his son since he's been transferred.

Mora-Contreras’ family hired an attorney
when they discovered he was under
investigation and in isolation.

In a letter sent to OSP Superintendent
Jeff Premo, who recently retired, attorney
Zachary Stern argued that his client had a
record of clean conduct for more than a
decade, had never been classified as a gang
member, had earned a bed in the honors
dorm and successfully ran the Latino Club.

Mora-Contreras was in segregation while
corrections staff investigated reports that he
was involved with numerous other prisoners
in bringing drugs into OSP. His attorney
called the investigation “loosely defined”
and the allegations, which were ultimately
dismissed, “baseless.”

“As you can tell from the enclosed
documents,” he wrote, “the only items Mr.
Mora-Contreras is involved in bringing into
the institution are local professors and
leaders of other non-profits to aid other
inmates ... the only ‘orchestration’ efforts
Mr. Mora-Contreras chooses to engage in
are fundraisers for charitable causes.”

During their visit to OSP in September,
DOC director Peters told Mora-Contreras’
close friend, Garcia, that she would conduct
an investigation into his case.

Mora-Contreras indicated in a letter to
an attorney after his transfer, that he
believed prison staff was targeting him
because he advocates for the rights of
Hispanic inmates, who he said are ineligible
for certain employment opportunities and
programs within the prison system, an
accusation DOC denies.

“If you go into a disciplinary segregation
unit,” Mora-Contreras told Street Roots,
“most of the population there is of minority
- blacks, Hispanics.”

Mora-Contreras, 35, was sentenced to life
without parole for hiring someone to kill a
man engaged to his younger sister when he
was 19 years old, and he had been at OSP
since the trial ended when he was 22,

Now, he said, for all he knows, he could
spend the rest of his life out at Two Rivers
in Eastern Oregon. Out there, he said,
opportunities are scarce, he's far from
family, and he’s surrounded by gang
members.

“The jobs are limited out here,” he said.
“You're out in the middle of the desert, in a
unit with 100 other people, isolated from
everything else.”
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133 NW Sixth Ave
503-222-5694

Open: Tues - Sat, 10 - 2:30
All Are Welcome!
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NORTHWEST
Beyond Limitations™

5312 NE 148th Ave.
Portland, OR 97230
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Disabilities:

Free career fraining for persons with disabilities

in janitorial and building maintenance
Doaumented proof of disability
*  Profidency in understanding and speaking

*  Pass aiminal badkground check
Pass drug test

Physical, mental health, intellectual,
developmental, and learning

Questions 2

Please Call: (503) 261-1266

email: careers@phcnw.com

or (800) 874-7917

FOOD C0-0P

pe®ple’s

FARMERS’ MARKET
_ WEDNESDAYS 2-7PM

UP TO $10 MATCH WITH EBT CARD

We're passionate about helping our community
access healthy food that they can trust. By shopping
at our market, you'll get extra food dollars while
supporting local farmers and community.

3029 SE 21st Ave. btwn Powell & Division

At Health Share, we
believe good health is
more than what happens
inside your doctor’s office.
Good health starts in your
community and includes
staying active, eating
healthy food and getting
regular check-ups.

Share your healthy habits
with family and friends. We
can all have better health
when we share it together.

(share

Better health
together.

www.healthshareoregon.org

Cuts & Checks Barbershop Blood
Pressure Program / Terrell Brandon
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