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Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to you or a friend.
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contralcycoffes o Tacebock comiCentrCityCoffie coffeeectoncim.ong

1500 ne alberta st.
albertagrocery.coop
503 287 4333

NADER, from page 7
the military industrial contracting system. It starts informing
Congress, which doesn’t want to know because they g’me thema
blank check.

If they give them an audit, the U.S. Governmental Accountability
Office, they can't get a blank check. Because it's right on their
table, and they can’t keep funding stuff for redundant, wasteful
weapons, cost overrun, corruption, crime — you name it. There
isn't a secretary of defense that’s come out against running an
audit, but they don’t do anything about it because Lockheed and
Grumman and Boeing - they don’t want it. They won't say it
publicly, but why would they want an audit when they are ripping
off the taxpayer like crazy?

E.G.: In the spirit of highlighting solutions, what can third-party
hopefuls learn from the Green Parly’s experiences running a third-
party presidential candidate that could help them be more successful in
the future?

R.N.: Well, they can learn that you don’t run a presidential
campaign with only 250 candidates locally out of 2.5 million seats.
Board of education, city council - they've never been able to
expand their local candidacies, which would support, obviously, a
turnout for their presidential or senatorial candidates.

And it's partly because they’re not recruiting energetic people.
They can't recruit candidates; they can’t recruit fundraisers; they
can’t recruit enough for a budget so that they have staff. So the
lesson basically is: Start your own local party where you can knock
on every door, where you can do what the Tea Party did to take
over the Republican Party.

E.G.: If people want to get i
they do?

R.N.: The most important thing for them to do is start Congress-
watchdog groups - even with 10, 20, 30 people and a letterhead.
You send it to senators, representatives. You say you're going to
watchdog them, you're going to disseminate it throughout the state
of Oregon, and we want to interview you and we want to sponsor
town meetings.

You start building power from knowledge and the ability to
disseminate it, and since most of the major changes in this country,
at least structurally, have to go through Congress, it's a pretty good
idea to focus on Congress, which Occupy Wall Street didn’t do.

I'll leave you with a woeful comment by Eugene Deb, as he was
winding up his career in 1920s. A reporter, like you, came up to
him and said, “Mr. Debs, you've been fighting for the working
people of this country since the 1880s. What's your biggest
regret?” And he looked at the reporter and he said, “My biggest.
regret? I'll tell you. My biggest regret is the American people,
under their constitution, can have almost anything they want. But it
doesn’t seem that they want much of anything at all.”
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