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April Harrison
BY LEONORA KO 
STAFF W R ITE R

F
amily is important to April Harrison, 
and she has had to make hard choices 
for herself and her loved ones.

April grew up in Utah and cared for her 
father until he died as a result of diabetic 
complications. She was caring for her ailing 
mother until conditions made it unbearable 
for April to stay in the state.

“I was bom  and raised in the LDS 
religion. My whole family is very, very 
staunch Mormon,” April said.

“My soon-to-be wife is transgender.
I’m bi(sexual). I knew I was different 
a long time back, and I’d been 
hiding it from my family. It was 
really hard because being raised in 
the Mormon religion, (my situation 
was) a sin in their eyes.”

April came out to her family with 
mixed results. Her grandparents 
disapproved, but her m other’s 
reaction was different

“I told my mom: I want 
youto understand, I love 
you to death, but this 
is who I am. I’m in
love with this
person (who

transgender) and it’s not going to change. ... 
My mom gave me her blessing. I was 
shocked. She said, ‘I want my daughter to 
be happy. So if being with a woman makes 
you happy, do it.’”

Last year, The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints announced a new policy 
that could result in excommunication of 
Mormons in same-sex marriages. In 
addition, the children of these marriages are 
barred from joining the Mormon church 
until they turn 18 and only if they disavow 
same-sex cohabitation or marriage.

The new policy is distressing to April for 
more than one reason.

She sighed. “I also have two children who 
are being raised by a male-to-male gay 

couple in Utah.
“I had the hardest 
choice,” April said. “I had 
, to give them  up 
I  because I didn’t  want 

I to raise them  in this 
E f t  life. I didn’t  want 
■  them  going from 
E  home to home to 
I f  home. So it came

down to giving them the life they deserved. 
Those two men may be gay, yes, but they 
have been the best parents to my children.

“So if my children ever decide to be 
baptized in the Mormon religion, they 
would have to disown me and their adoptive 
parents'.”

April and her fiancee came to Portland 
for the tolerant atmosphere and support for 
her fiancee’s gender transition.

“We decided to come up here and make a 
fresh start,” she said.

Before the couple left Utah, April had a 
full-time job at Walmart and a place to live.

“I’ve done it before; I can do it again,” 
April said. “I have faith in myself.

“But In the meantime, I am a vendor 
here at Street Roots, which I love doing. I 
love people. I’m a people person. I also love 
volunteering for Sisters of the Road. Both 
have given me great work experience.

“My next step is trying to find a full-time 
job so I can get us from the shelter and into 
a stable place. And then gradually I want to 
get back into college.”

April still feels tugs from home.
“I’m still a little homesick from time to 

time,” she said. “We may have our
differences, but family is family. If 

my mom or my
grandparents 

Bw ever needed 
NgE |  me to

come
R home, I

i  would be
W  £ ^ 1Cre i11 3
HB?* heartbeat,
■ ft?  i | ' RR But this has■B JE been a good
b EB ip '  decision for my 
3*»* life and Tina’s life,” 
■ B P *P \A pril said. “I think 
I I P  there was a reason that 
? the man upstairs brought 
us together.

“This is who I am. This is 
PFwhat my life has been about, and 
I want to make my life better.”
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The photo caption for May 20 “Housing is 
Health Gare” article incorrectly identified 
the clinics in the pictures. The clinic 
pictured are from the Downtown Clinic in 
Nashville, Tenn. It is a Health Care for thé 
Homeless, or HCH clinic.

O u t o f  L u c k ?
"Nothing happens until 

something moves." Albert Einstein

F re e  C o u n s e lin g  
fo r G a m b lin g  P ro b le m s

Call 503-239-5952

Intentergy 
(888) 391-5059

SE Portland Office

conscious-intent@outiook.corn

Veterans/Milltary/EMS personnel 
Sliding scale {first session, free}
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CENTRAL CITY

COFFEE
&dnkiuelL.3)o-yood.

Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to 
benefit programs at Central City Concern.

IN STORES
New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front 
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck's 
Produce and Will Leather Goods.

AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested In serving Central City Coffee at your 
office? Get in touch with us and we can help you 
make that happen. 503.226.7387

ON OUR WEBSITE
Buy Central City Coffee online and have it
shipped directly to. you ora friend.

Follow our Facebook page for updates and specials. 

centralcitycoffee.org facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee coffee@ccconcem.org

centralcitycoffee.org
facebook.com/CentralCityCoffee
mailto:coffee@ccconcem.org

