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t's the Multnomah County Commission candidates’ turn to go back to school with Street

Roots. Five candidates from District 1 took our pop quiz.

Previously, Street Roots featured the Portland mayoral and City Council candidates’

responses to our pop quiz. Read them at news.streetroots.org.

What area of the county government are you
| ]

most interested in working with and why?
(100 words or less)

MARISHA CHILDS

Addressing and eliminating the significant racial disparities that
exist in the justice system. There is a culture of tolerance that
exists, not only in Multnomah County, but in society generally.
Further, there is a culture of placating the one experiencing
inequities (“No, I'm sure that’s not what s/he meant”).

I am also very interested in the County Food Action Plan,
although I am concerned about recent events rendering many
ineligible for SNAP. The county must ensure seasonal fruits and
vegetables are grown around our community (at county buildings)
for those who have recently lost SNAP benefits as well as others.

SHARON MEIERAN

Mental health care. As an ER doctor, I see how our system fails
those most in need, and the way we provide “crisis care” often is
more traumatizing than healing. I recently saw a youth brought to
the ER because he was in serious mental health crisis. He was
placed in a typical ER room, with no windows, no school, minimal
exercise — and remained there for almost four weeks because there
was no place for him to get appropriate treatment. This is
unacceptable. Improving our mental health care system is one of the
main reasons I am running for County Commission.

MEL RADER

I am interested in working with the health system. I have run a
public health nonprofit for 10 years, and I serve on the board of
Health Share, which serves 230,000 Medicaid members in the
region. My background is uniquely suited to promote a health
system that is more equitable, focused on prevention and able to
achieve better results for lower costs. I will prioritize filling the
funding gap for mental health and addictions. I will also champion a
more community-focused approach to provide services to people on
the street and through community organizations in a culturally
responsive manner.

BRIAN WILSON

I have identified three areas where my skill set will be of most
value and meet the most pressing needs of the county: working to
get an immediate handle on the homeless crisis by opening more
temporary shelters, especially those safe for families; working with
other local land use and permitting agencies to expedite additions to
housing stock at all levels of affordability; and expanding programs
with Department of Community Justice and Sheriff's Office that
address some of the highest negative impacts on our streets:
methamphetamines and human trafficking.

ERIC ZIMMERMAN

The county has a key role to play in many issues, and I believe
the three most important we face are the following: 1. Developing
policies that create economic opportunity and support families
struggling today. 2. Addressing the current housing crisis, by
supporting permanent housing for homeless individuals and
expanding affordable housing development across the community. 3.
Increasing our shelter inventory and capacity to provide necessary
and vital offthe-street shelter for safety and health while working on
an ongoing basis to increase access to services for housing,
treatment and employment.

2 What is one solid step
" you will take to

expand affordable housing
countywide? (150 words)

MARISHA CHILDS
I'would try to negotiate with
property owners of vacant buildings
(or partially vacant buildings), to at
least temporarily allow homeless
people to stay there while permanent
housing is being built. I understand
that one property developer
(Menashe) has been open to this kind
of idea. This is not a permanent
solution, but at least a temporary fix
until the county can develop
something more robust.

SHARON MEIERAN

As we all know, the homeless and
housing crisis is complex, and will not
be resolved with a simple fix.
Therefore, the process itself is
crucially important. One of my greatest
strengths is my ability to collaborate
with groups and individuals from many
diverse backgrounds and experiences
to work effectively toward common
goals. [ applaud the county's efforts
with the A Home for Everyone
program. I also support the city and
county’s commitment to break down
silos that make it difficult to navigate
services and create artificial barriers. I
strongly support up-front investments
in affordable-housing units, and
ensuring people have the support they
need to stay in their housing once they
get it.

MEL RADER

The root of our housing crisis is
income inequality. While large
developers make windfall profits off
real estate, our home shortage
deepens. Solving the problem means
moving forward policies that promote
rent and income equality. The first
thing that needs to be done is to
greatly expand the public investment
in affordable housing. I support a
significant investment in housing
aimed at low-income families, paid for
through general obligation bonds by
the county. As part of the Welcome
Home Coalition, I've been proud to
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