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Counties rally to preserve food assistance for thousands

overty has a lot to do with money, of
course. But it also has a lot to do with
politics, obstacles, endless hoop
jumping.
That's the story of food stamps this
month.
Multnomah County is trying to reach the
: thousands of residents
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at risk of losing their
food stamp assistance
before their options run
out on March 30. And
it’s all coming from 2,000 miles away at the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program,
or SNAP.

For years, Multnomah and Washington
counties were exempt from some federal
food stamp time limits because the local,
averaged unemployment rate exceeded
federal criteria.

In December, the federal Supplemental
Nutrition Assistant Program notified local
governments that the region no longer
qualified under the previous exemptions.
That means the limit of three months
assistance in a 36-month period returns for
able-bodied adults without dependents.

As a result, the county estimates that
approximately 9,000 Multnomah County
residents are at risk of losing their food
stamp assistance, prompting the county to
take action and try to reach people before
they lose their SNAP.

Because in reality, many, if not most of
these recipients are still qualified to receive
assistance. It's a matter of reaching them,
letting them know of the requirements, and,
if they aren’t already, bringing them into
compliance.

That doesn't sound like much, but it is a
tremendous obstacle when you're talking
about someone experiencing homelessness,
a refugee learning a new language, or
someone with a mental health issue who
might have difficulty connecting with
services in the first place.

And the reality behind our lower
unemployment figures is the rise in part-
time, low-paying jobs with few or no benefits.
Sure, people are working, but they are not
better off, and they certainly aren’t getting
ahead. This kind of reactionary policy turns a
blind eye to the rising costs - housing and
‘otherwise - burdening men and women who
have lived in the Portland metro area for
years.

Pulling their food benefits only knocks out
one leg just when the other finds stable
footing.

You want people to participate, to rise
above, not be shut out. But shutting people
out is the consequence of socially
marginalizing people, putting them in silos
and sweeping them to the edge of town.

Nationwide, it is estimated that half a
million people will be dropped from the
program, which averages $150 to $170 a
month.

“This faulty policy puts thousands of
people in our community at risk of hunger,”
said Liesl Wendt, director of Multnomah
County Department of County Human
Services. “The impact is real, and its
happening now. Fortunately, it's not too late
to help. Talk with clients and people you
know who are at risk of hunger and help
them take action to keep their SNAP
benefits”

Throughout Multnomah County, the
network of social workers is diligently trying
to reach people and preserve their food
supplement. We are fortunate in this county
to have such dedicated servants, but this
bureaucratic scramble is a sad waste of
energy, particularly when it's all about
correcting even more wasted energy coming
from Washington D.C.

If you know of someone who might be
affected by these changes, please urge them
to contact the SNAP offices: In Multnomah
County, call 971-673-2422 or 971-673-2333. In
Washington County, call 503-693-4769.

i

: ail'm\ ﬁe x.v
 Development Assistant Ann-Derrick
 Reporters Emily Green, Suzanne Zalokar,
- Ann-Derrick Gaillot, Sarah Hansell, Leonora

Ko, Jared Paben, Amanda Waldroupe

~ Photographers Diego Diaz, Joe Glode,

Ben Brink . _
Editorial Assistant Monica Kwasnik
Canvasser Desmond Hardison

Board of Directors
Chairman Brad Taylor

Vice-Chairman Rache! Langford
Treasurer Heather Stadick

Secretary Amber Bielman

Directors Bruce Anderson, Rich Rodgers,
Michael Anderson, Leo Rhodes, Nora Coon,
Marcus Swift

Volunteers :
Jan Bayer, John Barker, Stacey Heath, Stephanie
Holum, Anjali Rathore, Zoe Klingmann, Haven
Herrin, Dan Jones, Rob Shyrock, Dennis Hogan,
Tom Wright, Eileen Deerdock, Vince Waldman,
Judy Taylor, Karen Allen, Monica McKune,
Susan Wolfe, Lucas Hawthome, Thomas Buell
Ir., Jeanie Lunsford, Yasmin Amirsoleymani,
Jason Cohen, Tom Ray, Doug Spangle,
Susannah Kamala, Jon Raymond, Hilary Smith,
Diana Richardson, Cherie Manning

If you are interested in volunteering with Street
Roots, please submit a volunteer application at
streetroots.orgivolunteer. Or call our

volunteer coordinator for more information

at 503-228-56517.
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