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Round-up: What’s happening on the homeless front

Israel Bayer is the
execulive director of
Street Roots. You can
reach him at

israel @slreetrools. org
or follow him on
Tuwitter @israelbayer.

t's a question I get a lot:
I ImL can you explain to me what's
going on out there?

Let's start with Salem.

Housing legislation is moving forward on
important eviction protections, inclusionary
zoning and investments for homeless and
housing services.

Is it the package we wanted? No. Will it

move the issue forward?
Yes.
The new housing

DIRECTOR'S legislation will allow for

DESK incremental changes and
let local governments
By Israel Bayer  create a pathway for
more revenue for
affordable housing and
provide minimal support
for tenants,

Special interest groups, including the
home builders association, big developers,
landlords and the Realtors association
continue to block progress in Oregon. They
should be happy. They got a pretty sweet
deal.

Saying that, I agree the current legislation
fahou]d move forward. Not passing anything
isn't an option. Kudos to legislators and
advocates who remain in the game and
continue to work to give people a
safe place to call home.

What about the Portland
Business Alliance’s (PBA) public
mlatzm campaign on

luding a push for
shelters in places like Wapato?
The campaign could be so
much more. It lacks political
sophistication and doesn’t offer a
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If we're not
successful about the entire situation. I care about
with these the homeless, but my rent is

efforis today,
no amount of
campaign are all on the same team. [ realize

Homeless people, in some aspects, have
become tabloid news. Forget about how we
actually solve this problem, look at all the
dirty bums under the bridges. The race is on
to find out how many screwed up things
homeless people are doing before the next
deadline or evening news broadcast.

Why is that?

There are a lot of people and powerful
interests in the city that loathe the mayor's
camping policy. Many people are hoping it
will fail. By allowing tent camping, people
experiencing homelessness have become
much more visible in the city. The reality is
there are fewer places for people to sleep,
which has created larger camps. That's
driven hysteria in neighborhoods. The mayor
had to act. The verdict is still out on the new
policies. But until we address the larger
housing issue in our community, I'm not sure
there is a right answer. If Seattle or San
Francisco are any indication, the noise
around these issues isn't going to go away.
It's just going to get louder and louder.

Obviously, I'm a strong supporter of
groups like Right 2 Dream Too. People can
debate the merits of having tent cities all day
long. The reality is they are both practical
and safe for people on the streets. Is it a
logical solution? No. Neither is having
hundreds of thousands of people
experiencing homelessness in
America. ;

Homestly, I'm just really pissed off

skyrocketing and I don’t know what to
do.

It’s important to remember we

clear path forward. Wapato isn'ta promises will people are pissed about what we are

practical option and simply help us

bashing the mayor doesn't really
get us anywhere. What happens if
the next mayor doesn’t agree
with the PBA on homeless
policies?

What about the mayor’s race and candidates?

Most of the candidates are swinging for
the fences and trying to hit a home run on
the issue of homelessness and housing.
That's amazing.

It's important that we don't forget that we
currently have a comprehensive strategy on
homelessness and there’s work being done.

" Multnomah County and the city of
Portland are trying to deliver a new $30
million investment this budget cycle for
housing and homeless services. We are also
working hard to deliver a long-term,
dedicated revenue stream for affordable
housing. These things aren't guaranteed. In
trying to distance themselves from current
office holders and their opponents, it's
important that candidates don't lose sight of
all the great work that's being done. If we're
not successful with these efforts today, no
amount of campaign promises will help us
tomorrow.

But Israel, I'm reading all of these horrible
things about the mayor’s plan for camping and
the homeless.

calling a housing crisis today.

tomorrow. Unfortunately, for people of color

and people experiencing the hell
that is homelessness, the crisis has
been going on for decades.

Through all the tragedy, heartache
and injustice there has always been love.
Unconditional love. It's important to
remember that the fight we find ourselves in
is a long slog that will require all of us - from
those inside politics to people on the streets.
We have to work together. Shouting and
tearing each other down has never gotten us
anywhere. I would hate to see the housing
issue — which ultimately is about helping
people who are suffering - be hijacked by the
same kind of political climate that is taking
over national politics. We have to value one
another. We have to respect one another,
even when we disagree. Being pissed all the
time will never get us to the finish line.

So what can I do?

Get engaged. There are lots of
opportunities to do so. You're only one
Google search away from getting involved in
any number of advocacy groups working on
these issues across the Pacific Northwest.
Volunteer your time. Donate money to your
favorite cause. Tweet questions to elected
officials and candidates. Don’t give up hope.
We've got work to do.
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 Board of Directors

Chairman Brad Taylor
Viee-Chairman Rachel Langford

~ Treasurer Heather Stadick

Secretary Amber Bielman

Directors Bruce Anderson, Rich Rodgers,

Michael Anderson, Leo Rhodes, Nora Coon,
Darren Alexander, Eddie Barbosa, Marcus Swift

~ Volunteers

Jan Bayer, John Barker, Stacey Heath, Brian
Ritchie, Anders Frederickson, Stephanie
Holum, Anjali Rathore, Sam Bouman, Joanna
Chase, Zoe Klingmann, Haven Herrin, Efiese
Baker, Dan Jones, Rob Shyrock, Tom Ray,
Doug Spangle, Susannah Kamala, Jessica
Pollard, Lee Ko, Diana Richardson, Cherie
Manning, Thomas Buell Jr.

If you are interested in volunteering with
Street Roots, please submit a volunteer
application at streetroots.orgivolunteer. Or
call our volunteer coordinator for more
information at 503-228-5657.
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