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Oregon needs to protect all its workers

wor!cforces coexist_in Oregon: One U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land
that enjoys the protection of labor and ~ Management.
G s;;f::ty laws, and one that does not. It's time to let policy makers know it's not
or three de_cades, thousands of Latin OK to spend tax dollars on work performed
American immigrant and guest workers have by people who are being exploited.
pergurmec,l much of the most grueling work In Salem, the governor’s Environmental
in 1;?tge?1n s fgrgzts‘ Tany have been Justice Task Force has been listening to
zzg i in Hll:l ated and subjected to testimony from field and forest workers and
angerous working cont?JhF:DS. but 1s working to tackle some of these issues.
widespread fear of retaliation keeps their Any plan of action will have to include both
- plight largely in the policy makers and community partners with
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E A * Passing legislation to change the

L IT@ BIRL zzzzl:iistgs‘thr;&lfu U agriculture and forestry inspection criteria

i intemil;s?;gﬂt. used by Oregon OSHA. Currently, workers
compensation claims play heavily into

workers and their family et . ;
members, discussions with state and federal ﬁ?ﬁigﬂgfgiﬁ%ﬁﬁ: ll:izgzid e
ng

industry regulators and fores -

e aft:r a?cflview s hundredgi?zgsgtr;ment workplace injuries discourages many workers

inspection records, it is clear the status quo ?g:;i;:ﬁ;gf ewo'lf;esrs ciln:;)fensatio:: e
g res in a system

is doing little to protect these workers from s
wage theft, dangerous working conditions, where law-abiding employers are more likely
and in some cases even death. to be inspected than those who intimidate

Telling workers to speak up and report their workers.
their employers for violations is not the * Providing resources to fund a team of
answer. That’s asking them to risk a job that ~ c0°Perating BOLI and OSHA investigators
they cannot afford to lose, and inspectors whose focus is reforestation

On the surface, Oregon is a state that and farm inspection and enforcement.
cares about worker protections. Last session Inspecting 5 percent of Oregon’s 284
legislators passed a sick leave law and reforestation contractors each year is not
banned the criminal record box on most job enough.
applications. This session a steep minimum * Drafting legislation to significantly
wage hike has already passed through the increase OSHA's civil penalties for breaking
senate after community groups and advocates ~ Workplace safety laws. Oregon’s are currently .
built a momentum around bringing the state  the lowest in the country for first time
closer to a living wage. offenses.

And yet, in Oregon’s forests, many workers * Creating a licensing system for applying
fear being fired for reporting injuries — in pesticides and herbicides and for performing
some cases injuries as serious as an on-the- reforestation activities. Oregonians must pass
job amputation. a test to handle food, but not to apply toxic

Many are denied rest breaks, overtime pay ~ chemicals or wield chainsaws.

and adequate safety gear while working long, * Making the Forest Service contracting
laborious hours in extreme temperatures — policies more transparent, and conducting a
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sometimes without access to drinking water.  study to see if the Forest Service is setting : W@iegﬂ Dlaz, Joe Glode, -
At night they sleep eight to a single motel the stage for exploitation by awarding BenBrink -
room. contracts to unreasonably low bidders. Editorial Assistant Monica Kwasnik
And the majority of the time, it's tax We appreciate the task force’s attention to Canvasser Desmond Hardison
dollars going into the pockets of their this important issue, and We encourage a _ .
employers. commitment to finding real and lasting Board of Dimrs
Companies that violate safety and labor solutions to issues facing Oregon’s Chiloman BucE Anderson
laws continue to win contracts under the reforestation and field workers. Vice-Chalrman Brad Taylor
Treasurer Heather Stadick
Joel Tboa holds up a Secretary Amber Bielman
bottle of murky Directors Rich Rodgers, Michael Anderson,
water, showing the Leo Rhodes, Nora Coon, Darren Alexander,
Governor's Eddie Barbosa, Rachel Langford, Marcus Swift
Environmental
Task Force in
September what Volunteers ,
immigrant laborers Jan Bayer, John Barker, Stacey Heath, Brian
are drinking at a Ritchie, Anders Frederickson, Stephanie
labor camp near . Holum, Anjali Rathore, Sam Bouman, Joanna
Medford in Chase, Zoe Klingmann, Haven Herrin, Eliese
Southern Oregon. Baker, Dan Jones, Rob Shyrock, Tom Ray,
Seated next to him Doug Spangle, Susannah Kamala, Jessica
is Dagoberto Pollard, Lee Ko, Diana Richardson, Cherie
Morales, founder Manning, Thomas Buell J.
and director of . . .
Southern Oregon If you are interested in volunteering with
Center for Street Roots, please submit a volunteer
Farmworker application at streetroots.org/volunteer. Or
Advocacy. call our volunteer coordinator for more
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information at 503-228-5657.
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