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what happened, the people kept creating.

The first known book of ledger art
arrived in Denver (then Denver City) on
Sept. 28, 1864. It was carried by a 7-year-
old captive named Ambrose Asher. No one
knows who made the book. It was given to
Asher in the village of Cheyenne leader
Black Kettle, who was returning Asher as
part of a diplomatic mission to make peace
with the settlers of the Colorado Territory.

Not long later, on the morning of Nov.
29, more than 150 Cheyenne and Arapaho,
including many women and children, were
brutally killed by more than 700 soldiers -
commanded by Col. John Chivington.

In a speech delivered in Denver shortly
before the massacre, Chivington had
publicly advocated for the killing and
scalping of all Indian people, including
children, declaring, “Nits make lice.”

Arriving at Fort Lyon a day before the
massacre, Chivington talked to fellow
officers about “collecting scalps” and . : ; .
“wading in gore.” When other officers BY GEORGE CURTIS LEVI
protested against attacking a camp that had Ledger art depicting Col. John Chivington and the Sand Creek massacre,
been promised safety in exchange for
peace, Chivington became violent and,
according to sources at the time, said: “I
have come to kill Indians. And believe it is
right and honorable to use any means
under God’s heaven to kill Indians.”

The majority of those killed by
Chivington that day were women and
children - 105 in all. Chivington and his
men then decorated their weapons and
hats with their body parts, including
fetuse:_-x, penises, breasts and vulvas, and
put them on public display before crowds
in Denver, according to reports. Although
the event was well-documented, none of
the men responsible was prosecuted. The
only repercussion for Chivington was a
formal rebuke from Congress — an effective
block on his future political career.

Black Kettle had attempted to stop the
attack by flying a white flag, as he was told
this would always guarantee safety. But no
one stopped the attack. Black Kettle
managed to escape. Later, after finding out
that George Armstrong Custer was
planning to lead an attack on unarmed
civilians at the Southern Cheyenne
Reservation at Washita Creek, Black Kettle
and his wife decided to reason with Custer
and approached him unarmed with a raised
white flag on Nov. 27, 1868. Custer ordered
his soldiers to fire on them +— the same
order he would later give for over a
hundred Cheyenne women and children
killed later that day.

After the later massacre at Wounded
Knee, Congress bestowed Medals of Honor
upon the soldiers responsible.

“What were actually massacres, they
were glorified as battles, as heroic deeds,”
Levi said.

“The people believe what they want to
believe, but the press, the press back in
the day, they had so much control, and
they re-wrote their own history at times.

“What's the better news: you heroically
killed off 300 warriors, or you killed off
300 women and children?” g

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, who was
interviewed by Street Roots last February,
has written extensively on the connection
between the historic genocide of Native
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