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IRON RIDERS, from page 12

the late l800s.~How do you think the Bicycle 
Corps was able to even exist?

P.D.: Well, tow ards th e  end  of th e  1800s, 
Asiatic as well as E uropean  coun tries  w ere 
beginning to  u se  th e  bicycle in  th e  m ilitary. 
We caught onto  th a t  and w anted  to  te s t  th e  
bicycle fo r m ilitary purposes, to see  how a 
solider could get from  poin t A to po in t B, 
because  h o rses  and calvary w ere  beginning 
to  get pushed  out. T hey tried  shooting guns 
from  a bicycle and i t  didn’t  work, and  so it  
d ied away. I t  w as an  ex perim en t and  the  
coun try  never really  u sed  th e  bicycle for 
combat duties.

A.W.: Whaf twadeyow reewacf the bicycle 
trip in 1974?

P.D.: Iw a s  going to do i t  alone in 1973 
and I  w as outvoted. W hat b e tte r  way to  - 
re e n ac t th e  1897 trip  th a n  on  th e  v ery  
sam e day th ey  left, and go across th e  
c oun try  to  th e  ra tion  s tations th a t are  now 
cities o r tow ns on th e  sam e day th a t they  
did. We gave little lec tu res and ta lked to 
people. T h e  value of th e  tr ip  w as twofold: I t  
w as in  th e ir  h on o r and  to  show  th a t  th e  
black s tuden ts  a t th e  U niversity  of M ontana 
could ree n ac t h isto ry  and p u t our 
d e p artm e n t on  th e  m ap. People still talk  
abou t i t  to  th is  day.

A.W.: Why did you choose to write “Ole 
Freedom ” as a historical novel? Why not ju st ' 
research a non-fiction book?

P.D.: I th ough t th a t  a fictional account of 
w hat h a ppened  w ith  h is to ry  w as a  b e tte r  
way to. te ll th e  story. People can re la te  to 
s to rie s  b e tte r  th an  th ey  can a h isto ry  book.
I w an ted  to  c rea te  charac te rs  and th e  
env ironm ent th a t fam ilies and individuals 
would enjoy and also to  show th a t th e re  was 
real com passion and ha tred  in society

during that tim e. T h e  b e tte r  way to  show  it 
is to  show th e  ways th a t people  had  to 
confront th e ir  own individual prejudices and 
to succeed th rough  tha t.

A.W.: 77zere is owe poinZ z'w the book where 
a white officer refers to an African American 
as “son, ’’ not “boy” and it is not meant 
derogatively, but affectionately. Then you write 
“Time stood still.”

P.D.: In  th e  historical con tex t of race  
re lations, som etim es th e  dom inant society 
will have a  relationship  th a t goes beyond 
color and  race. In  th e  building of th o se  
re lationships, som etim es a person  will slip 
into a d ifferent form  of hum anity  w here  
th ey  accep t th e  p e rso n  as a p e rson  instead  
of accepting th e m  as a color o r a race.
W hen th o se  ph rases  are used , i t  illustra tes 
th a t th e  p e rson  has achieved a personal 
behavior th a t  exceeds o r  ex tends beyond 
w hat society  has given. I did th a t  a  couple 
tim es ju s t to  show  th a t th e re  is com passion 
and th a t th e  relationships during th a t 
period  of tim e w eren’t  all negative,

A.W.: From listening to you speak, Ole f / ,  
Freedom is the culmination o f your thoughts 
and opinions o f how you would like society to. 
be and how. different racial groups and 
ethnicities ought to co-exist. You think that 
relationships and empathy are key.

P.D.: In practical te rm s, i t’s very  h ard  to 
do un til you ge t to  know  th e  person . O nce 
you ge t to  know  som ebody and you s ta r t  to 
p u t w orth  on th e ir  relationship , th a t will 
open  you up  to  accep t and un d ers tan d  th e  
o th e r  p erson . In  society, w e do have that. 
T h a t’s w hat happens w hen you h a v e . 
relationships and you can break  down and 
peel back th e  onion layers. You grow. T ha t 
is w hat I  w as w anting to  do w ith  “Ole j 

F reedom .” I  w an t a  re a d e r to  grow.
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homeless?

Transition 
Projects

Please call855.425.5544 
or visit 650 NW Irving Street
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