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Sharing the holiday spirit 
with readers, vendors alike
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....By Israel Bayer

Israel Bayer is the 
executive director o f  
Street Roots. You can 
reach him  a t  
israel@streetroots. org 
or follow him  on 
Twitter @israelbayer.

e holidays are upon us. We want 
to wish everyone at Street Roots 
a very happy holiday!

This year has been a big one at 
Street Roots. This time last year we 
were gearing up to go from a biweekly 
publication to a weekly publication.
With your support we began publishing 
weekly on Jan. 1.

Readers have responded with 
overwhelming support The quality of 
the newspaper remains at an all-time 

high. We?ve gone 
from serving 
around 70 vendors 
to serving more 
than 140 
individuals and 
fam ilies in our 
community. We 
now work with 
more than 70 local

businesses to support vendors selling 
the newspaper.

John Conlin, the store manager for 
Food Front Cooperative Grocery in 
Hillsdale has this to say about Street 
Roots vendor John Brown, “I get to see 
the awesome interactions he shares with all 
of our customers. Everyone loves John, and 
they all take a moment from their busy days 
to share a smile or a few words with him. 
And every day, with every person he 
encounters, John gives a genuine, warm 
smile and a kind word, subtly reminding all 
of us that we are all on the same team. That 
each one of us matters and that we can 
make our lives, our communities and our 
world better if we all just take a moment to 
see with better eyes and try to connect with 
those we encounter along our paths.”

Vendors selling the newspaper, 
businesses and readers create a sense of 
community year-round, but it’s during the 
holidays that your support of Street Roots is 
amazing, truly amazing.

This month, Street Roots vendors will be 
selling a special 24-page zine of street 
poetry. The cost is $4. The theme of the 
zine is, “What makes life beautiful.” Not only 
will the zine give readers a new outlook on 
the lives of people experiencing 
homelessness and poverty, it will also give 
vendors a boost of income during the 
holidays,

People on the streets who sell Street 
Roots do extraordinary things to survive. 
Readers do extraordinary things to support 
vendors. It’s a win-win, and something we 
don’t take for granted.

Life is beautiful
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If you would like /  I
to have /  \
something \ \  __
that you’ve ; V
written published \
in our pages, or would ; 
like to get involved as a 
member of our reporting staff> 9
contact Managing Editor Joanne Zuhl at 
503-228-5657, joanne@streetroots.org. 
We ask that all submissions include the 
author’s name and contact information, 
if available. .

Street Roots
211 NW Davis St. g S f g M  - B  H  
Portland, OR 97209 
503-228-5657 
Fax: 503-227-3117
www.streetroots.org . h
www.news.streetroots.org 
Hours: 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 7:30 
a.m.-2 p.m., Sat. and 7:30-11 a.m. Sun.

Street Roots isn’t your typical charity. In 
fact, we aren’t  a charity at all.

Street Roots is a nonprofit newspaper.
One that delivers award-winning quality 
journalism on issues that matter. Street 
Roots is an immediate income opportunity 
for people experiencing homelessness and 
poverty. We believe in humanity.

Street Roots is a messenger during hard 
times and distress. Each year, we distribute 
160,000 Rose City Resource guides to more 
than 400 community institutions. It is the 
most comprehensive list of services available 
to the poor. Street Roots is a social justice 
change maker. One that fights for solutions 
and says what others won’t say.

Street Roots is a small train that carries a 
heavy load.

We appreciate your love and it’s 
something we don’t take for granted. Your 
investment in Street Roots is a wise one. 
Your donation to Street Roots goes directly 
back into the community.

Besides supporting vendors in the 
community this holiday season, you can also 
support Street Roots through the Willamette 
Week GivelGuide (giveguide.org) or by 
mailing a check to Street Roots, 211 NW 
Davis, Portland, OR. 97209. Also consider a 
recurring donation to the organization at 
streetroots.org. It all matters and we can’t do 
this work without you.

Thank you Portland. We love you!

Advertising
Interested in advertising in Street Roots? 
Contact Israel Bayer at israefistreefroots.org

Staff
Executive Director Israel Bayer 
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... joanne@streetroots.org.
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cole@streetroots.org —
Operations Director Sarah Beecroft 
Development Director Sarah Cloud 
Program Assistant Scott Jackson, Jesuit 
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Development Assistant Ann-Derrick 
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Reporters Emily Green, Sue Zalokar, 
Ann-Derrick Galliot, Sarah Hansell, Lenora 
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Photographers Diego Diaz, Joe Glode 
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Board of Directors
Chairman Bruce Anderson 
Vice-Chairman Brad Taylor 
Treasurer Heather Stadick 
Secretary Amber Bielman 
Directors Rich Rodgers, Michael Anderson, 
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Volunteers
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If you are interested in volunteering with 
Street Roots, please submit a volunteer 
application at streetroots.org/volunteer. Or 
call our volunteer coordinator for more 
information at 503-228-5657.
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