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Remembering Bruce

Bruce Heino, one of Street Roots’ original
vendors, passed away on July 6 after a long
fight with cancer. What follows is a personal
letter from one of his customers, who was by
his side when he died.

en I moved to Portland, I felt
really shaky and isolated. Bruce,
my neighborhood Street Roots

vendor, was a constant for me. I needed
kindness and reliability, and Bruce was
always there. The most stable and steady
person I knew in Portland turned out to be
my Street Roots guy.

Over the past six years, we got to be
friends. For five and a half of those years we
didn’t hang out much. We didn’t know or
care about how each other voted or the
names of our first dogs. We didn’t meet up
for beers. We didn’t talk about TV shows or
swap books. We spent about 15 minutes a
week together, talking about whatever was
going on right then and there — talking
about what was in the paper and talking
about sports.

Bruce taught me a lot about sports and
sports radio. He taught me about Portland
etiquette and the way things worked. He
introduced me to the Street Roots family
and invited me in. He met my family and
friends who went grocery shopping with
me. He seemed to remember everything I
ever told him, everyone he met with me and
every issue of the paper I ever bought.

Mostly, he taught me about relationships.
He taught me about warmth and
welcoming, kindness and empathy. He
taught me about just being present and
paying attention. He was always there and
always kind. He sold me papers.

Sometimes I'd cook him some special
homemade food, sometimes I'd give him a
good tip. I didn't care what he spent his
money on, and he didn't care where my
money came from. We were friends.

My other friends might wonder about our
relationship and say he was “just” my Street
Roots vendor. I knew better. Bruce made a
big difference in my life and the lives of

others.

When he got sick and needed a little
extra help, he reached out to me. I got to
spend a lot more time with him when he
was sick. That’s when I got to know him a
little bit better. I still don't know how he
voted or the name of his first dog, but I do
know that I miss him.

It's comforting for me to know you all
and to be part of the Street Roots family. I
wonder how many other vendors make the
kind of difference in somebody’s life that
Bruce made in mine. I'm sure it’s a lot.

Thanks for the memories, Bruce, and
thank you to Street Roots.

Stacey Heath
Street Roots reader and supporter
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