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been working on it, Claesson explains.
Again and again, passers-by stopped and
admired their work. During their breaks,
they had breakfast and pizza, and at the
end of the day, these homeless men felt
they had achieved something big,

Big certainly describes most of the
works of art created with the help of Art
for All. Whole facades of houses and even
whole street blocks have been revamped by
Claesson. He started the project with his
wife Sharon, in Spain, where the 53-year-
old lives and runs a travel agency.

Besides Spain, Art for All has left its
mark in Jordan and Honduras, specifically
in cities and areas that are poor and
deprived. The project collaborates with
renowned artists such as Nelson Romdn

and Nena Sdnchez.

It all began 20 years ago in Ecuador,
when Claesson and his wife lived in the

capital, Quito. They both worked for the

U.N. but thought their skills were
underutilized. When they heard about
children who were living with their parents
in prison, they decided to organize outdoor

trips for the children.

“But at the end, the children had to
return to their sad prison world,” Claesson
recalls. That's how the idea was born to
paint the walls, together with the inmates,
to bring color and life to their gray

surroundings.

First it was only done inside the prison,
but eventually it spread to the outside
world — with the prisoners. The impact
was overwhelming, and Claesson decided
to take the idea to other parts of the world.

Claesson has a special vision for La
Linea. The first piece of art is complete,
and he is getting immersed in fundraising
so the homeless can decorate more walls
and plant trees. And at the end, they plan
to open their own café for visitors who

come to admire the art.

“We will do it!” Claesson says. “I can
envision it before me. And when I see it,

then it will happen.”

Translated by from German into English
by Janet Schilling. Courtesy of INSP News
Service www.INSP.ngo / Hinz&Kunazt.

5312 NE 148th Ave.
Portland, OR 97230
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Disabilities:

Free career training for persons with disabilifies
in janitorial and building mainfenance

Documented proof of disability
Profidency in understanding and speaking
English

Pass aiminal badkground check

Pass drug test

Physical, mental health, intellectual,
developmental, and learning

Questions ¢

Please Call: (503) 261-1266
or (800) 874-7917
email: careers@phcnw.com

Above, this picture, at Germany’s Cologne Zoo, was created by facade artist Tasso. At left,
“Magnifying Glass Man” in Seville, Spain, was created by AEC and Waone for Art for

Peter Claesson

Learn more

Formore .
information about
Art for All, visit
www.artforallinthe
world.org or email
Adrian Ade in
Hamburg at
adeadrian@
hotmail.com

PHOTOS BY WAONE, INTERESNI KAZKI, ART FOR ALL, TASSO

A multicolor villa in Seville, Spain, was created by Cristina Salas and Javier and Jaime Sudrez from Ecuador.
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THE MAGIC IS IN THE HOLE!
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