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Aubrie (left), TJ.,
and their daughter
Abbie are one of
more than 30
Samilies — 126 .
people in all — who
slept at the homeless
Jamily shelter on
Tuesday, May 12.

5032085657
 Fax: 508-227-3117

Hours: 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon.-Fri,, 7:30
am.-2 p.m., Sat. and 7:30-11 a.m. Sun.
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sheer number of people that continue to fall
through the cracks that is overwhelming.

The reasons many families end up homeless has
everything to do with the lack of access to living-
wage jobs, rent increases countywide, and the lack
of affordable units being created in our community.
The combination of all of these factors creates a
real crisis in people’s lives.

“Being a parent is the hardest job there is. I
know this first hand,” says Multnomah County Chair
Deborah Kafoury. “When you don’t know where
you'll be sleeping that night, or whether you'll have
enough food for your kids to eat, it adds a level of
stress that isn't healthy for anyone. We all need help
in our lives.”

Popular culture projects an image of people
experiencing homelessness as being lazy and
somehow at fault for their circumstances. -Obviously,
at Street Roots we know that to be false —
understanding that the vast majority of people on

sighed. “I'm doing the best I can. My parents are
doing the best they can. I see how hard it is for
them.” Shrugging his shoulders he told me, “I wake
up every day from here and go to school. It's my
only chance.”

What an extraordinary kid.

Poverty is exhausting. Still, the human spirit is
strong. Life is hard enough, friends. The idea that
we live in a Portland that results in so many families
suffering is simply unacceptable. It's a tragic affair.
It’s one of the many reasons we as a community
must prioritize housing. There’s nothing more
important in our community.

“Kids deserve to feel safe, secured and loved,”
Kafoury says. “Making sure that all kids go to sleep
every night in their own bed, in their own home, is
my top priority. It should be the top priority for all
of us.”

True that.

Directors Rich Rodgers, Michael Andérson,
Leo Rhodes, Nora Coon, Darren Alexander,
Eddie Barbosa, Rachel Langford

Volunteers

Jan Bayer, Rob Shyrock, Stacey Heath, John
Barker, Sarah Hansell, Aaron Von Reyn, Chere
Cobb, Audrey Cerchiara, Jade Maniscalco,
Anjali Rathore, Eliese Baker, Doug Spangle,
Susannah Kamala, Susan Gallagher, Tom Ray,
Lee Ko, Dan Jones, Lisa Waldo, James Yu, Sam
Bouman, Cherie Vedal

If you are interested in volunteering with
Street Roots, please submit a volunteer
application at streetroots.org/volunteer. Or
call Volunteer Coordinator Grace Badik for
more information at 503-228-5657.
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