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Our state needs more 
homes; let’s get started
M att Kinshellâ is 
the communications 
director at 
Neighborhood 
Partnerships.

SHARE YOUR
VISION 
The Oregon 
Housing Alliance 
encourages you to 
tell a story about 
your vision for an 
Oregon where 
every single 
person has a 
home and how we 
can get there. Use 
the hashtag 
#Homes4Oregon 
or post on Oregon 
Housing Alliance 
Facebook page.

BY M ATT KIIMSHELLA
CONTRI B UTI NG COLUM N 1ST g

B
regonians are responsible and
empathetic. We don’t  want to see our 
neighbors suffer, and often we’re 

compelled to act when that suffering becomes 
obvious. At some level we all understand our 
fates are linked.

But Oregonians are also human, which 
means we can feel deep empathy for one 
person — often through personal connection or 
story -  but we have a hard time multiplying 
that empathy to large groups of people. Even if 
we understand the suffering, we don’t  feel it in 
our gut the same way.

Dr. Paul Slovic at the University of Oregon 
calls this “psychic numbing,” or put another 
way: If I look at the mass, I will never act.

If I were to introduce you to a starving child 
who is experiencing homelessness today, 
there’s little doubt your heart would melt. But 
when I say there are 20,000 students who 
experienced homelessness last year, the 
problem can become distant or unimaginable.

In an effort to make that 20,000 number 
seem more real, the Oregon Housing Alliance 
piled 20,000 socks on the Capitol steps. Each 
sock represented a school-age child, and those 
socks were later donated to Oregonians who 
ne.e_rieH th e m  W ith th e  h e in  nf th o u sa n d s  nf
individual donors, schools, businesses, 
nonprofits and faith networks with more than 
50 drop-off spots, we were able to visually 
represent a large number our minds have a 
hard time grappling with.

That sock unveiling happened on Housing 
Opportunity Day, March 11. More than 250 
people rallied around that pile of socks and 
met with 50 legislators. We got news stories, 
and more than 100,000 people saw our 
hashtag, #20ksocks. The 20,000 socks 
resonated.

But if you’re keeping score at home, March 
11 is still far from the end of the legislative 
session, which concludes in early July. So the 
question we get asked and are asking ourselves 
is: What’s next?

The answer lies in grappling with the same

issue the socks were meant to deal with but 
on the solution side of the equation. We need 
to make people not just understand the 
solution that homes offer but feel why homes 
are important.

On Housing Opportunity Day, we weren’t 
just collecting socks to remind people of a big 
problem. We were asking legislators' to solve 
that problem with $100 million for homes that 
will help families with low incomes. We were 
asking for $20 million for emergency rent and 
shelter assistance, $20 million more to 
preserve existing affordable homes, and $5 
million to help keep the success of a 
foreclosure program going.

Those are the numbers. But elected officials 
and to some extent the larger public will be 
asking: Why should I care about those 
numbers?

What we’re really asking for is something 
much more concrete. In the next few months, 
people who care about safe, decent, affordable 
homes must make a case for how our housing 
Solutions will transform our communities.

We need more homes, so our kids get up 
with smiles on their faces, go to school with 
springs in their steps, and lie down to sleep 
with dreams in their heads.

Homes, so workers imagine the 
unimaginable, confront failure with a hearty 
“Let?s f fy  again”’ and leave the world a better 
place than the one they'inherited.

Homes,' so our elderly carry the spirit of a 
child into old age, make each day productive 
and pleasant, and feel secure in knowing their 
time on Earth was used well.

Homes, to shelter us from the storm and 
warmand replenish our spirits.

We need to tell stories of benevolent, active 
communities that saw a problem and worked 
together for lasting solutions, which offer a 
path forward for us aH.

Housing Opportunity Day on March XI and 
the .20,000 socks weren’t  just about making a 
large number tangible; they were a microcosm 
of what we can do together as people who care 
about homes.

There were many leaders from many 
backgrounds pulling from deep, personal
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Each sock placed outside the Capitol on March 11 -  20,000 in  all -  
represented an Oregon child without a stable home.

experiences that gave their voices resonance.
Some led us in chants on the Capitol steps, 

others led us in preparation for legislative 
meetings and others led us in testimony in 
front of the House Committee on Human 
Services and Housing.

One participant held a sign that said: “Have 
you ever Thought: ‘f  ju ^  want"togohome!’ And 
then remembered you don’t have one?”

Behind every number about the housing 
need or solutions is the fundamental idea that 
our success meeting goals as communities and 
as a state starts with haying homes to wake up 
in and return to at night. Or as Doug Stamm, 
chief executive officer of one of the state’s 
largest foundations, Meyer Memorial Trust, 
recently wrote: “Oregon’s very future depends 
on getting affordable housing right.”

The lesson we learned when telling the 
story of 20,000 kids experiencing 
homelessness was that we cannot let our future 
rest oh the backs of big numbers alone. We 
have to speak from our hearts and make our 
neighbors long for the endless possibilities of 
an Oregon where every single person has a 
safe, decent, affordable home.

Delivering physica^J^bayorial health arjd^ , 
(fental health care for over 230,000 children, ' 

families and individuals .on thè Oregon;health 
* Piati in ttipPortland Tri-County areà.
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^ 7  Molecular’ 
Testing Labs

Molecular Testing Labs is developing and validating 
a self-collection kit for screening sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs). AH participants will receive a 
comprehensive STI panel which includes:

HIV
Hepatitis B and O 
Herpes virus (HSV)

Chlamydia
Gonorrhea
Syphilis

Results confidentially provided approximately 72 
hours after collection, at no cost to the participant.

Participants will be tested for the above 
SUs, plus Human Papilloma Virus 
(HPV), Trichomonas, bacterial vaginosis 
(BV) and Candida Vaginitis (CV). AH 
tests wHl be performed on two sets of 
specimens, one coHectedby the partici­
pant and the other by a physician

http://mtlresearch.acuityscheduling.com

Individuals who provide documented evidence of a 
previous infection with HIV, HSV2, Hepatitis B, 
Hepatitis C, or Syphilis wiH receive $150 for partici­
pation in the study at the time of the specimen collec­
tion. Individuals found on testing to be or haVebeen 
infected with any of the tested infections will be 
notified and asked to return for a confirmatory second 
test, at which time they will be compensated and 
receive $150. All payments are made by an unrestrict­
ed prepaid debit card.

Specimen collections wiH be done at 
the Any Lab Test Now® facility at 5281 
East Fourth Plain Blvfl in Vancouver,
WA, Appointments wHl be available 
March 24th through April 24th, hours 
vary.

Schedule an appointment by visiöng:
MTLResearch.acuitvscheduling.com

MTLResearch.acuitvscheduling.com

