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The Speechless

Aggression
by Simran Sahota

Despite the fact that one suffers from pain,

It seems at times there would be no words
to explain.

I fight in my head back and forth,

Remembering that we all are human.

I hold my tongue with a firm bite looking at
the clock,

Waiting for the right time to let it out.

Alone I choose to be,

Because that is who I have become due to
circumstances.

We should not forget a person's good acts,

But we humans always look for the
negatives.

Selfishness indeed, but most importantly
anger sparks,

Not only within me, but throughout the
whole universe.

The universe may seem as a whole,

Yet is not enough to predicate good upon
all of us.

However I am willing to die,

But I will never let go of my morals no
matter what this selfish world comes to.

Answers to puzzles on page 15

b1l WDV BOWE [
ONOCDEUWMUY cH
E2K[(MeWTr v B A
WM( elvl]vcwv el /9[[')‘
v|H o|n|E BM[C) B W|v
clEXe |E] L B Ofun] 1 Al
v HE (K 1] AL
njleliviLie nlilr]s) EXES(
r | oflo[NETam[W
Eflu|ir ]S o]
AMlv|iofelL gs
r |nfolfslv|olir|K
b |ElV[E]r \WIEL)
nwiH[\e\s)E W B
K ollJe 1 o YDA (B
Glc|ol8|L|ElP|6]1L
LlEe|8Vr|6]|L)C|9|S
Pi6|L}S|2]|9]8]|€|L
6(S|CclL|9]|8]lE|L|Y
glL|v]L]|€|G]9]|2]|6
€l9|L|6|¥V|C)SG|)L]|8
glv|6]E|8|L}L|G]|C
4EE B0 AAE
LI2]€]2|S|v]6]8]|9
GIEIEIH BEEE s[o]v]N
FIBEIEl CIEIDEl BEEEER
Alvlalas|ol i [L]s]i[7]]v]8
FIEINEGEEEN EBEERE
s [V sl [s[o]H
a[1[ols[n|wilo[n] 1 [L]s]A
SOEANE ADDEE B
AN DEBNEE BHE
EINIE NBEEEE BER
HRIEIEENEE BERND
FIEEE BEBDE
EIGINEIDNE] EBEREEGE
SEIEIEINREEHEEE EE
FEIENE BEBEDN B
3[n[v]s FIFIEIEl EIE

LE

BY AARON VON REYN

STAFF WRITER

or Andie Howard, a day vending for
FStreet Roots is a whole lot more than

selling papers. It's a starting place,
the first step to creating positive change in
the community and in her own life as well.

“I'm very proud of Street Roots, and what
it represents”, she says with her
characteristic enthusiasm.

To Andie, what it represents is an
honorable job for the vendors, a reliable and
trustworthy news source for the public, and
a bright future for her.

Over the past six months or so, Andie has
been representing the paper, recently
settling into .a bustling spot downtown at
Fourth Avenue and Washington Street. After
her father passed away, Andie transitioned
from her background in human services to
fulfill a goal of working for a paper. After
asking him what he envisioned for her when
she grew up, he suggested she would make
a good writer.

“I'm going to pursue this interest in his
memory”, she says. She hopes this will
mean taking writing classes and
contributing to the paper, especially the
sort of background stories of individuals
featured in the Vendor Profiles, she says.

Andie sees the need for the invaluable
information the paper provides, especially in
this era of sensationalized reporting.

“I like that this has a focus on local issues

that we ought to be aware of.”

Awareness of these issues can start a
dialogue between readers and vendors, one
that Andie sees as necessary for Portland.
“This paper is really good to help people get
back on their feet and give them inspiration
and inspire the community. It's a great
vehicle,” she says.

Among many other passions, Andie
is particularly interested in sharing
the stories of veterans who are
currently on the streets, being
herself from a military family. She
also stresses the importance of giving
back, in whatever way works for
people. For her, that means donating to
churches that provide much-needed
services to folks who lack stable
housing. Extremely humble in
all that she does, she sees
her place with the
paper as a great
opportunity for
change.

“My main goal is
to overcome the
stigma,” Andie
says, that in her
experience is
often applied to
Street Roots
vendors. She
points to a lot of
common
misconceptions
people hold about
vendors, and those who
are homeless in general.
“A lot of the public has
the wrong idea” about

the complex ways that may lead to
homelessness, Andie says. “I see them as
people who are trying to do something
honorable and work, and they're struggling.”
Between the realities of life for vendors
and possible misunderstandings the
public may have, Andie is
. determined to bring some
nderstanding. “I want to
help bridge that gap.”
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Street Roots is now weekly, so don't forget to check in with
your vendor each week for a new edition! Thank you!
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