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Additional funding request could fuel new housing strategies
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increase affordable housing options is
central to our efforts to end homelessness.

This funding would also allow us to take
on new strategies to stem the tide of

skyrocketing rents continue to strain our
low- and middle-income families, leaving
some lower-income households on the verge

retention programs to reach those who
need them the most. The Housing Bureau
has allocated $4 million in tax increment
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home repairs, but those funds are limited to
the Interstate Urban Renewal Area.

reverse with each passing year. There is implement this in North and Northeast Neighbors who live just across the street
already work underway at the city to identify  pyrjand, where rising costs and from those boundaries, and who may be in
new tools to promote and encourage gentrification have reduced the percentage  equal need of loans or grants to repair
affordable housmg develqpment, but making  of African Americans in the total population  failing roofs and foundations cannot access
Portlz_md a more livable city for all _Of us of the area by nearly half since 1990. What  those resources. A new roof in the amount
SRS S PIERGINE Fesomrce. HeSHON. is perhaps most exciting about this of $8,500 for many of these residents,

The city’s budget surplus projected for  opportunity is our ability to match, dollarfor-  particularly the elderly and disabled, can
the coming year presents us with an dollar, city funds with bank and foundation mean the difference between staying in a
opportunity to get serious about our private capital for the purpose of land family home or being displaced. These
widening housing deficit, lasting solutions to  acquisition. T Band dalae h;)wever-would el
homelessness, and the troubling trend of The Bureau of Housing is also seeking : i i
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Housing Bureau requested more than existing efforts to end homelessness in our £t e

$7 million in additional funding from the city community. In January — together with demonstrated need throughout North and

budget to address these issues. If approved, = Mayor Charlie Hales and representatives Northeast Portland. ; :

most of that money would be dedicated to from Multnomah County, the city of Some have called the size of this request
the Housing Investment Fund, a funding Gresham, and Home Forward — I voted to bold. I would argue that it doesn’t go far
source that offers more flexibility than tax approve an action plan to house all enough. These trends demand bold action.
increment financing, our current primary homeless veterans in our community by the ~ These are smart investments that maximize
funding for affordable housing. While the year’s end. It's an ambitious plan, but one one-time public funds with private

rules governing tax increment dollars limit we can achieve if we are willing to commit partnerships and long-term strategies.

@
COFFEE
Dhink well. Do good.

Sourcing & roasting craft coffee to benefit
employment programs at Central City Concern.

Better
health

New Seasons Market, Whole Foods, Food Front
Cooperative Grocery, Green Zebra, Chuck’s Produce,
and Will Leather Goods

e AT YOUR OFFICE
Interested in serving Central City Coffee at your

3 office? Get in touch with us and we can help make
dental health care for over 230,000 children, that happen.

Delivering physical, behavorial health and

families and individuals on the Oregon Health o ONOURWEBSITE

Plan in the Portland Tri-County area. Buy Central City Coffee online and have it shipped
directly to you or a friend.

Together m “Like” us on Facebook for updates and specials!
we are '

FACEBOOK.COM/CENTRALCITYCOFFEE

Healih Share of Oregon
CENTRALCITYCOFFEE.ORG

Gary Cobb www.healthshareoregon.org

Community Outreach Coordinator,
Central City Concern
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