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Race
by V.

I came in hell from the wet and cold
Shot to hell and exhausted

I met a man

A stranger

And he is black!

I did nothing to prompt his kindness
He prayed for my spirit

And took his kit

And scraped and filed

The dead layers of

Calloused dead skin

From my trashed feet

That got that way

From rolling the streets

He made me cry

My faith in ry i
Interracial brotherhood w«linte the want.
Restored I still wanted the want,

Then I wanted less.

The next day _
I did not get my ice

I marched in defiance

Of the police

In the name of Eric Garner
Among many others

We shut down the justice center
For an hour or so

It let me know

I had something

Left to give.
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Christmas Expectations
by Machete

My energy was constantly up and down as a kid.

Every year, my dad and mom put up the tree,

And I was asked to write

The list of all those things I was hupmg for,

And at first it was great.

The wrapped boxes,

Glittering with patterned paper and springy
holographic ribbon

Spread steadily beneath the tree,

Piling up day by day

The holiday lights changed each year

Betraying nothing of the secrets

Held beneath the darkness.

Hopes glow like that.

Emotions run different at Christmas time.

I wanted the ice skates.

Maybe I didn’t want the ice skates.

Roller skates were better,

And ice skating in seemed winter

Seemed like too much to ask for

It was too... “nostalgic.”

I would have wanted them more...

If T hadn't seen the figure skating on TV.

Why?

If my dad hadn’t taken us to see Disney on Ice,
live—

Which actually was a surprise...

Not an expectation.

To this season, again—

I find myself in question,

As, | am sure, certainly,

Most good Americans do

Was it acceptable to expect...

That simple, materialistic manifestation;

Of physical items,

From that oh so special list,

Given to a loved one

And perhaps even read aloud...

Oh, I dunno.

Just that is it not a great thing to get a present,

Whether you expect it or not?

skates.
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Resiclentic}l Care Commu.uifg

Where senior and disabled adults
receive the care and respect they deserve.

Call us for more information

(503)223-2144

1337 S.W. Washington, Portland, OR 97205
www.tafthome.org

Gifts, Photos with Santa,
" Phone Calls and Live Jazz!

Matching Gift Challenge
1 MORE WEEKS LEFT!
Now through midnight December 315t
| your gift is matched 50¢ for every dollar, plus an additional
$1-for-31 match for all new donors!
THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

WE'RE CELEBRATING 35 YEARS! SISTERS

Sisters Of The Road has created a strong community that 0F THE
builds bonds of friendship, working side by side as equals. ROAD

We walk together to break through the daily injustice faced 133 NW Sixth Ave. Portand. OR 97209

503-122-5694

by folks experiencing homelessness and poverty.

hitp:/ fsistersoftheroad.org

IT'S
ALL

FREE

Please Join Us for

CHRISTMAS DINNER

on
Christmas Day
Noon to 4:00pm

1119 SW Park Avenue SR
e

Presented By
POTLUCK IN THE PARK

Need a Ride? (503) 255-7611 or xmasrlde@potluckmthepark.org
To DONATE please visit www.potluckinthepark.org

CENTRALCITY

Ending homelessness and achieving self-sufficiency.
Now roasting & distributing craft coffee.

Available for purchase at:

Transition
Projects

believes NO one
should have to be

Chuck’s Produce
Food Front Cooperative Grocery
Green Zebra Grocery
New Seasons Market
Whole Foods Market

homeless.

= Soon availalbe for online purchase!

Transition For office coffee service, call our friends at

Projects Percasso Coffee, 503-460-3861
650 NW Irving St.
Portland, OR 97209 0 CENTRAL CITY
503.280.4700 COFFEE
www.tprojects.org

Www . centralcityconcern. or g
facebook.com /CentralCy tyCoffes
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