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Best friends,
through thick
and thin

BY SARAH HANSELL
STAFF WRITER

anielle Johnstone and Charles
DMitche]J sell Street Roots the same

way they do everything else in their
lives — together.

“I wanted her to be able to do it with
me,” Charles said. “I wanted for us to do it
together.”

The couple have been together since they
met four years ago, and have gone through
a slew of hard times together, including -
homelessness, health problems and
addiction. :

“When I met him, my whole life changed,
because I'd never really had anybody be
nice to me before,” Danielle said, looking at
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Charles. “You're going to make me cry.”

“I'm not even saying anything,” replied
Charles with his arm around her,

But drug use put a huge strain on their
relationship, and after a doctor told Danielle
that she would die if she didn’t get clean,
she and Charles decided they needed to
make a change. They quit drugs, and were
able to move in with a friend in exchange
for helping around the house.

And after being clean for several months,
they started selling Street Roots, which
offered the sort of stability in their lives.

“People ask me all the time, ‘do you
make any money doing that?” Danielle said.
“And I say, ‘well yeah, we do make money.’
But I'm not just doing it to make money, I'm
doing it because it's teaching me every day
that I can get up and have a job.”

Before Street Roots, Danielle hadn’t
experienced much structure or stability.
Street Roots is helping her learn how to
take control of her own life.

“It's teaching me that I can do things,”
she said. “I think a lot of the people stuck
on drugs, I don’t think they realize that they
can quit. They just think, ‘these are the
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cards that are dealt. There is hope,”
Danielle said. “And I know, as a woman, if
you don’t have any self-esteem and you don't
herve-amr-selfweorth;-it's really-hard-to get-up
and do anything with yourself...but when
someone smiles at you and tells you that
you're doing a good job, for me, that's the
biggest reward ever.”

It's the people who show them kindness
that makes the job so worthwhile to Charles
and Danielle, like the man who asked them
if they were hungry, then proceeded to buy
them lunch without even taking a paper. But
even just a smile or a word of :
encouragement, Danielle said, is enough to
make her day.

“I thank more people, just for
acknowledging and smiling, more than
anything,” Charles said.

Street Roots also offers the two the
opportunity to be with family again. Danielle
and Charles plan to save a portion of the

money they make every daywmit-theymm
afford two tickets to Alaska, where Danielle
will be reunited with her kids.

“My kids are excited to see me and see
me be healthy,” she said.

Despite the struggles the two have been
through and the unknowns they still face,
they seem optimistic. When I ask them what
keeps them positive, the answer, is, of
course, each other.

“When you're a little kid and you have
that best friend you want to hang out with
all the time, that's him,” Danielle said.

The couple currrently sell Street Roots
outside of Food Front at 23rd Avenue and
Thurman.
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Street Papers, now more than 120 papers strong, worldwide.

Thank you fmf gwing a hand up in Portland
and supporting your neighborhood vendor!




