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“ merican Winter,” the documentary
Aijlm about the trauma of modern
overty through the eyes of eight

Portland families, has been nominated for an
Emmy. The film originally aired on HBO,
but it has been shown in theaters across the
country and continues to leverage
community discussions about poverty,
homelessness and what co-director and
producer Joe Gantz calls “the other
America.”

“This film is about one of the critical
issues of our time in that people are getting
poorer — and jobs are paying less, and are
being shipped oversees, and are being done
by robots — at the same time that the tax
laws have given the wealthy more money,”

Street Roots. “The system is getting rigged
to benefit the wealthy, and not just through
the tax laws, but the political system. It's a
rigged system, and it's getting worse. There
are two Americas, and one America is
struggling mightily and having less political
representation and making less money each
year. And the other America is doing better
and better.”

Gantz and his brother Harry co-directed
and produced the film and are nominated
along with co-producers Aaron Butler and
Devon Terrill as part of the production
company View Film. Gantz and his crew
have won an Emmy and received multiple
nominations for their series “Taxicab
Confessions.”

The crew worked on the film for several
years, documenting the lives of eight
Portland families struggling with poverty
and living in fear of crisis after crisis. Gantz
said they still stay in touch with some of the
people in the film, and their struggles
continue.

“Every week or two, someone calls and
says this is working better or this has set
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Above, a still from “American Winter.” At
left, co-directors and producers Joe and
Harry Gantz.

message out,” Gantz said. “You do it
because you hope to effect some change.
And I think the film has effected some
change. There have been things that have
happened, and then there’s been this feeling
that since the film came out, the amount of
attention in the media and in the New York
Times about risine pove:  and income
inequality has jusi grown 1 the discussion
has grown.”

The filmmakers have said they chose
Portland as a backdrop for their film
because it wasn't the obvious choice when
people think of poverty. He also tries to
approach documentary filmmaking with an
open mind, letting the story play out before
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